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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 11PV11¢

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Separtment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (BT
requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

The school has some configuration that includesoomaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, the school must meet 8tate's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2010-2011 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgriades 7 and higher must take the course.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2005.

The nominated school has not received the Bluedilgrhools award in the past five years:
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 or 2010.

The nominated school or district is not refusingRO&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadlistrict-wide compliance review.

OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingshe school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole haktgd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgisdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated anmore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadisiwith Disabilities Education Actin a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 11PV11¢

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
Questions 1 and 2 are for Public Schools ¢
SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssiocated: Suburban

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/bgtn at this schoc 43

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2010 enrolieheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 24 12 36 6 33 31 64

K 22 25 47 7 28 32 60

1 27 32 59 8 32 44 76

2 25 39 64 9 0 0

3 27 34 61 10 0 0

4 25 34 59 11 0 0

5 28 37 65 12 0 0

Total in Applying School: 591
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6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

5% Asian

1 % Black or African American

3 % Hispanic or Latino
1 % Native Fawaiian or Other Pacific Islanc

86 % White

4 % Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 2.0 school year: 1%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2009 until| 7
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2009 2
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2009

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.01
divided by total students in row (4). T

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. 1

9

639

8. Percent limited English proficient students in sictool: 0%
Total number of limited English proficient studemighe school: 0
Number of languages represented, not includingigmgl 0

Specify languages:
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9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-gticeals: 2%
Total number of students who qualify: 11

If this method does not produce an accurate estiofahe percentage of students from low-
income families, or the school does not participatide free and reduced-priced school meals
program, supply an accurate estimate and explainthe school calculated this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educatioricsss. 5%
Total number of students served: 29

Indicate below the number of students with disaegiaccording to conditions designated in
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Dot add additional categories.

_OAutism _10rthopedic Impairment
0 Deafness 1 Other Health Impaired
0 Deaf-Blindness _48pecific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance 2 Speech or Language Impairment
_O Hearing Impairment _OTraumatic Brain Injury
—OMentaI Retardation —Vi_sual Impairment Including
D ____ Blindness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:
Number of Staff

Full-Time Part-Time
Administrator(s) 2 1
Classroom teachers 22 1
Special resource teachers/specic 1 6
Paraprofessionals 3 11
Support staff 4 0
Total number 32 19

12. Average school student-classroom teacher rativjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 251
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13. Show the attendance patterns of teachers and ssuaen percentage. Only high schools need to
supply graduation rates. Briefly explain in the &®tection any student or teacher attendance rates
under 95% and teacher turnover rates over 12%lacaétions in graduation rates.

200920102008200¢/20072008/2006-2@7 /20052006

Daily student attendance 97% 96% 97% 9890 96%
Daily teacher attendance 97% 98% 98% 98% 97%
Teacher turnover rate 2% 3% 3% 2% 5%
High school graduation re % % % % %

If these data are not available, explain and pmvihsonable estimates.

14.For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools): Sivbat the students who graduated in Spring 2010
are doing as of Fall 2010.

Graduating class size:

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university
Enrolled in a community college
Enrolled in vocational training

Found employment

Military service

Other

Total 0%



PART |1l - SUMMARY 11PV11S

St. Joan of Arc School is located in Lisle, lllispabout 30 miles west of Chicago. Founded in 232&
parish school, SJA continues to draw a majoritigo§tudents from parish families. The school has

strong parish support to create a family-orientgtbel community. It is not unusual for alumni tour
to the area to enroll their children as membeith®fSJA family.

The school’s mission is to provide students withira foundation in the Catholic faith as they grtav
become responsible individuals, fully aware of aagable of fulfilling their roles in society as Galic
adults.

St. Joan of Arc values both tradition and innovatith a motto of “Tradition with Vision.” A memie
of the Joliet Diocesan School System, SJA hashadcktredited, comprehensive and challenging
curriculum from pre-school td"8yrade. Morning and afternoon extended care insladélindBlast
enrichment program offering activities for nurtigiareativity. Junior high students are challenged i
exploratory classes such as nutrition, fitnesdpleship of Christian Athletes, media literacy, eiidte,
team building, and cultural diversity.

The philosophy of the St. Joan of Arc staff is mabeace the whole student academically, emotioraaily
socially, and to affirm the uniqueness and digoitgach student. Religion classes provide a founwlat
for Christian living with parents as faith partnargheir children's faith formation. The staffigés to be
life-long learners, always seeking new ideas taanh learning and create a Christ-centered
environment.

Moving into the 21 century, teachers are committed to designing teptams that include critical
thinking, analysis, team building and technologyacus on higher level thinking skills in core
subjects. Yearly tests designate SJA as placitigeirop 10% in the Joliet Diocese. Most of the stud
are admitted to Catholic high schools of their ceoMany test into high school honors classese& hr
former SJA students were chosen as their high $efadedictorian this past May.

In1985, President Ronald Reagan and the U.S. Deeattof Education recognized St. Joan of Arc
School as a model of excellence.

Demonstrating their strong character and leadesills, junior high students responded to the 9/11
attacks by planning a teen-directed ceremony & M#lage Hall. Wishing to give teens a forum for
continued character-building opportunities, the anragnd village board enthusiastically agreed to
inaugurate the Character Counts program in alelsshools. The SJA Character Counts program
includes enrichment classes in the pivothbad 7' grades.

St. Joan of Arc’s partnership with Benedictine Wmaity (BU) Education Department has taken a huge
step forward this year. BU education and graduaigests come four times a week to grades K-5 tkwor
alongside aides in small group or one-on-one icitin. BU students have reported that such extra
student contact has helped immeasurably as thegdrnioto their student teaching experience.

Traditions abound at SJA from an all-school engdr picnic to annual class field trips. One annual
tradition is a ¥ grade social studies trip to Cantigny MemorialkRtarwitness the naturalization
ceremony. At the conclusion of the event, studprgsent their hand-written congratulation cardsatch
new citizen. Other traditions anticipated each yearthe 8 graders’ presentation of the Living Stations
of the Cross during Lent, the May Crowning, and @diints’ Day Liturgy, where 1st graders, dressed a
their favorite saints, give a short speech. A gpeachool event to raise money for the Adopt-ad8tu



fund occurs during Catholic Schools Week. A higiyicipated fund raiser is an annual basketballegam
in which the & graders challenge members of the Lisle Police Rieyeant.

Learning to live the Catholic faith is practicedlgaThe principal opens each school day with aypra
and a one minute meditation. Lectio Divina in tipger grades, visits to the Adoration Chapel, specia
Sunday Masses for each grade level plus yearlgatsthelp involve students in life-long faith
practices. Service projects include collectionaufd for Harvest Sunday and sending comfort items to
Lisle soldiers serving overseas. Once a year, stadmllect medical and dental items to supply
parishioners who participate in medical missionklaiti and Jamaica. Pictures of smiling childred an
the thank you notes posted in our hallways remindets of their roles in helping others.

Continuity in administrative and instructional pmmsel has created a unique family-oriented school
community where devoted parents unite to assistiool goals. Volunteer parents devote their talent
and expertise to coaching positions in academidssparts activities. They organize school spirgda
and assist teachers in activities for holiday seass well as giving extra clerical support.

Every day the school community realizes that schifeois a journey and that opportunities, challesg
and rewards exist around every corner.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 11PVILS

1. Assessment Results;

Students at St. Joan of Arc School have a recoatlifving high scores on standardized tests. dliet J
Diocese requires students in grades 3, 5, and& tested. Until the fall of 2007 the Terra Novaflegas
used. In the 2007-08 school year, the lowa TeBiagic Skills (ITBS) was chosen as the required &st
Joan of Arc scores continue to affirm its acadesmicellence.

Historically, scores at SJA have improved from3fi¢o 7" grade, reflecting teachers' commitment to
excellence. Over the past five years, the refolteeading and math have remained fairly steady.
Although our scores are among the highest in theedie, SJA continually strives to prepare eacls ¢ttas
its maximum potential. When even a slight decluzes noted in testing data, the administration took
immediate steps to address the situation. For pberim 2007-08, reading results for 7th grade sttbey
class average of 81 with 47 in théduartile and 29 in the second. Responding to uarsmurces such as
“best practices” seminars, the 7th grade literateiaehers instituted the Lit Log, in which studemeigsort
from three outside novels per trimester. More bosé&se ordered for the Accelerated Reader program. |
the first testing year with ITBS, 3rd grade matbules showed a decrease in math computation, while
analytical skills were maintained. More drills aongputation skills were added to their daily mathsskes
with the use of the Accelerated Math program. Juinigh math students are challenged by a Problem of
the Week found each weekend on the SJA blog anditiee following Thursday.

Test results are reviewed and analyzed by the asimgition who then convene a faculty meeting to
identify trends and discuss strengths and weakae$he staff looks for patterns and discusses ways
improve student performance. One goal and two nmabkiobjectives are agreed upon in the areas of
concern. Teacher in-services are planned as avalfpto track student improvement. In January a
reassessment faculty meeting is held to reviewestiperformance in light of the targeted goals and
objectives. Modifications are made to them if siudeerformance doesn’t meet expectations. The
principal, ever mindful of her role as instructiblemder, looks for ways to assist in targeted mepment
areas. In one case a part-time teacher was hireeéd down class size, which allowed a teachgivi®
more individual attention to those who neededibther cases, hiring a substitute teacher allatved
lead teacher to attend an objective-defined wonkshod in the second a lead teacher had two hgdf da
to research ideas and materials for improvemeatff Sectional meetings are also held to discussptard
for any additional concerns, while the Supplemegntaarning Program (SLP) teacher holds monthly
meetings with elementary teachers who track théabits and gains of the students in the program.

Along with the ITBS results, teachers use data fobher formal testing, (Gates-McGintie, Dynamic
Indicators of Early Literacy Screen (DIEBELS) antMSweb) and from informal testing (computer
generated and teacher-designed tests) to aligruthieulum with students’ needs. The principal
designates standards coordinators in each of thewwm areas. Monthly data collection is forwaide
the diocesan office at the end of the school yeaetify that the students have met the diocesan
standards for their grade levels. This is an addeldto track student progress in all core subjects

2. Using Assessment Results:

The lowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) assists thecteers and administrators with instructional plagni

and tracking of student performance. The scoressgd to analyze the strength and weaknesses of
individual students and assist teachers in momigotieir progress. The staff looks for ways tokrac
student improvement with AIMSweb online system, rehelass and individual reports can be printed and
given to teachers and parents.

The principal, teachers and SLP department traBlSI$cores to pinpoint students with consistently
lower achievement who need help. Modificationsthen planned and reviewed at a faculty
9



meeting. The scores also help to identify studimt®roject Eagle, an accelerated language artyanmm
Finally, test results also identify students who/mat qualify for an accelerated program, but need
further creative challenges to supplement themieg.

Data from formal and informal testing is a key smuof information to align curriculum with students
needs. It detects both gifted and struggling sttedé&Special accommodations for some students are
necessary. In extraordinary cases, the speciabtidadeacher partners with the local school distor
wider assessment tools.

St. Joan of Arc intends to have all students perfar the best of their ability. The ITBS results in
September, 2009, show that of the student populdtisted, only seven did not achieve up to
potential. Two of them had transferred to St. Jwanmonths prior to testing, and one already has an
Individualized Educational Plan. The principal trdasignated the SLP teacher to re-test these seven
students and to assess their individual needsegoctim be encouraged to work to their ability level

Technology has helped to boost student improvenidrm.Accelerated Reader program enables all
students to enjoy reading for pleasure at thelitalteével. Computer generated questions about, plot
character and setting help students to improveytioal skills. SJA purchased Accelerated Math beeau
the 2010 ITBS test results indicate a need for aw@ment in computation skills. The program chaleng
students to practice problems on computation at ldneel. As skills improve, students can challenge
themselves to move to higher levels. All math teaslthis year are emphasizing computation skills.

The principal always includes stipends in the yehuddget for teacher requests of small, additional
learning aids to increase individual student acimnesnt.

3. Communicating Assessment Results:

Technology simplifies communication including tleporting of test data to parents. Prior to 2007H0&,
SJA principal spent hours explaining test resuithvidually to parents. With the adoption of thé8S in
the 2007-08 school year, students' test reswdta@ressible to parents on-line. Parents recejreno
information with a signature sheet acknowledgingess to Riverside Publishing. The website provides
information and a clear explanation of the testlteso that most of the parents are able to intetpeir
own children’s test scores. If not, the signatimees also contains space for parents to request-am-
one conference with the principal, who then malgm@tments for the limited number of requests she
receives. Students are still invited to consulhviriidividual teachers if they want specific infortioa
about increasing their test scores.

At a regularly scheduled teachers’ meeting, Srofgardevotes time to explain the scores and compare
the current year’s results with the previous y&ée encourages teachers to analyze data for their
individual classes and to ask questions or makgesimpns. Teachers are also a resource for pambiats
might have questions about their children’s scorepecific classes.

The principal reports the overall test resultsh parents at the next Parent-Student OrganizgRis)
meeting. Reports of the test scores are also govére St. Joan of Arc School Board. Questions ftioen
board members are answered at that time

As an expert in analyzing data, the St. Joan ofphircipal has presented workshops to diocesan
principals on utilizing test results to improvetimgtion. Overall, SJA never views testing anddsults
in a vacuum. Test results are always used to devwb®curriculum to meet the needs of all learners.

In the Joliet Diocese, individual ITBS test scazes not published in the media, but we can celehlrat
achievements with our parish community.

10



4. Sharing Success.

Sr. Carolyn and the staff have always welcomed stambers from other schools, Catholic or pubbic, t
visit, observe and dialog about successful progr&aeedictine University and North Central College
students, involved in pre-clinical and practicecteag, value their experiences seeing SJA progfasis
hand. Their professors praise the differentiatedaulum and strong academic atmosphere of theacho

Within the diocese, Sr. Carolyn is known as a wergcessful principal who encourages creative and
innovative programs which she shares with otheoaish For example, she helped solve the problem of
full and half-day kindergarten classes for two @&thschools in nearby neighborhoods where spase wa
a premium, but an increase in revenue was needédeS§ablished an after-school extended day program
over 20 years ago to meet the growing needs ofliEswith two parents working full time. Many

requests for information on beginning this typedgram have always been cheerfully addressedeby th
administration.

From word of mouth to media outlets, SJA is proudhare success. Teachers and administrators often
participate in local and national workshops. SroGa participates yearly at the National Catholic
Educational Association (NCEA) Principals’ Forunma®ing lessons with other principals within the
Joliet Diocese raised awareness of the value dftinem. This year, she was instrumental in inaregs
the number of principals from the Joliet Diocegderading the meeting.

The fact that SJA continues its traditional strengiculum while staying within budget is another
opportunity to share success. SJA serves as al meoslerrounding schools in unique fund-raising
activities spawned from the creative imaginatiomainy parents. The funds derived are applied to
various school needs such as maintaining the ssientech lab, purchasing books for the library, or
remodeling projects. A special fund-raising projecAdopt-a-Student program which collects funds to
apply to tuition grants for needy families. Sr. @gn has often described the workings of this owadi
concept at regional Joliet Diocesan meetings.

If St. Joan of Arc were to be awarded Blue Ribbohdsl status, its success would be fully shared wit
other schools in the community and the diocese.gatish families would be anxious to celebrate with
all kinds of exciting plans including assemblid¢g blog, website, local newspaper stories and ageer
by our student news team.

11



PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 11PV1D

1. Curriculum:

The curriculum at St. Joan of Arc School is firmbpted in the Joliet Diocesan Curriculum Guidelines
including the lllinois Learning Standards. Teachm#aborate when needed to modify or change
instructional groups and styles of presentatiorenimurage all students to work up to the bedteif t
abilities.

Religion. A strong Catholic identity is shown throughow #thool with our religious theme of the year
posted on each classroom bulletin board and waitsighout the building. Daily meditations are réad
the principal over the intercom to begin each @rades 6-8 use the Loyola Press daily three- minute
presentations on the Smart Board to begin eadjioelclass. Understanding the Catechism of the
Catholic Church and the life of Jesus begins ingateol and culminates wit'&raders receiving the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Constant applicatio€bfistian values in daily school life and service
projects are reinforced by our Character Countgrar.

The nucleus of theanguage arts curriculum is parallel decoding and interactive comprehension
skills. Basic comprehension in non-fiction is felled by analysis of text, critical thinking and drea
response. Teachers form flexible groups based seraftion and incorporate learning centers to ekpan
independence. Interpreting academic reading cubesna a research paper in junior high. Delvirtg in
various fictional and non-fictional genre begingtepare them for high school demands. Writing
workshop classes employ the Six Trait Writing Metlamd concentrate on standard grammar

usage. Enrichment language arts classes are schttbeoughout the week in all grade levels. Stuslent
apply writing and usage skills across the currioulu

Thescience program emphasizes hands-on inquiry based oriteegtidesigned to elicit observation and
guestioning abilities. Increasingly, students argght to “think like a scientist” and to utilizeisutific
concepts and reasoning. Grades K-5 have a Han8sience lab once a month developed by parent
volunteers. Taking field trips, doing research twg notes and reports, and interacting with guest
speakers all increase inquisitiveness. Gradeadd8cience process skills, theorizing and model
building and creating an original project for thee®ice Fair, with the best submissions winnindnat t
State finals. One weekly lesson is held in thergmdab. The science program integrates critigakihg
and problem-solving techniques that are transferetbmany areas of the curriculum and life in gaher

The goal of thesocial studies curriculum is to develop in students a solid eitighip based on an
understanding of communities, their function, oiigation and laws. Early project work accentuates
diversity of cultures. Games, quizzes, laptop neseand videos add to the students’ knowledge of
ancient civilizations and European societies. @alfative teams investigate topics in American hsto
from exploration, to revolution, to slavery and wamilestone for the"7graders is passing the Federal
and State Constitution tests.

The Spanish course facilitates the students’ eventual tramsitdo high school Spanish classes. Students in
grades 2-5 take a 30-minute Spanish class weeklg.yEar, junior high Spanish increased to 90-néinut
classes weekly for a trimester. This includes va&aty, pronunciation skills and grammatical coneept
that lead to the students’ ability to present writprojects and oral presentations. Additionallgoal is

for students to have an appreciation for a newcallaind broaden their understanding of world ceftur

St. Joan of Arc is in compliance with the prograrioreign language requirements.

All students from grades 1-5 participate in a 3@umeart and music class each week. Grades 6-8
participate in a trimester each of art, music apdrfssh. In music, they prepare songs for special

12



liturgies, holidays and celebrations. Diocesan glings are the basis for art lessons. Creative vgork
displayed throughout the buildings and contest eiameceive display throughout the Lisle area. A
parent volunteer program called Arts Alive bringe story of the masters to all classes. Eighthegsad
culminate their experiences with a field trip te thrt Institute of Chicago. Drama Club meets once a
week and culminates in an end-of-the-year prodoatjgen to the public. The band program introduces
students to musical instruments, and they perfooongert with the choir for Christmas and at the eh
the academic year. Visiting performing arts groapsscheduled each year sponsored by the PSO.

Thephysical education, health and nutrition program emphasizes whole-body conditioning, hgalth
living, sportsmanship and team building. Studentsigs 2-8 participate in the exacting Presidential
Fitness Test, and awards are given to those whmessfully meet the challenges. SJA uses the “Let’s
Move” initiative to meet or exceed daily physicatigity requirements. All students in K-8 partictpan
and enjoy games and activities from parachutedyuartior high indoor roller skating classes. THeand
8"graders learn social dancing in an 8-week clagghtawy a professional dance instructor. Sixth &hd
graders have nutrition classes once a trimestéstéddents have health units for everyday living,
including parent-child collaboration in choosingatiby brown-bag lunch and shack choices. A school
sports program for grades 5-8 is very active dfterschool day is over. Teams are formed for bayylin
track, cross-country, cheerleading, volleyball thad and basketball, all based on a no-cut policy.

2. Reading/English:

Pre-school uses the Jolly Phonics program whildeg&indergarten through third utilize the Harcourt
Story Town Reading program. This program provida@sstudents with a balanced literacy approach. The
components include phonics, spelling, comprehensabust vocabulary, fluency, grammar and

writing. Students are instructed in small groupsueimg that the needs of all learners can be

met. Ongoing assessments and benchmark assessmeenged in order to monitor the progress of
students thus allowing teachers to provide enrictiraad support.

Story Town is filled with a variety of fiction anmtbnfiction literature. Fiction offerings include matives,
poems, plays and fantasy while nonfiction featwa@®emporary news articles, biographies and rekearc
materials. The program includes robust vocabulaay helps to create a rich learning environment
through carefully selected words. Students leathitik critically and make connections in their lvalr

and written responses.

As the students advance grade levels, the MacMWlaGraw Hill series, the Glencoe Course for
elementary school and the Prentice-Hall seriefuftior high are used as core texts. The goal is to
enhance reading skills so that demands of highadekading are met. The Accelerated Reader program
places a student at an ability level so that taseseasily comprehended and reading for enjoynsent i
encouraged. Also, books in the school library aded to Accelerated Reader numbers so students can
be directed to read books at their level. Readimgpleasure is well in place by junior high wheundgnts
report on three outside reading books per trimester

Accomplishing the complex task of reading with coefension and enjoyment is facilitated through
small group, flexible instruction in the lower gesd Activities may engage visual, auditory andileact
senses as the children read aloud, listen to g stdyuild a model of something in the story. Livel
discussion evolves as children work together taalige the setting of a story or take various rates
literature circles.

Students employ questioning skills, drawing moreé maore on prior knowledge to evaluate texts from a
literary standpoint. Personal preference promatiéisal thinking and interpersonal communication
skills. As depth of understanding develops, codper@roups use laptops to research an autho€ olif
build a project illustrating a facet of the liteyawork.

As skills increase, more and more cross-curriaading is expected. By'@rade, students actively
search for project ideas that showcase their peatiinterests and skills.
13



3. Mathematics:

The St. Joan of Arc elementary mathematics progsaarcore curriculum for kindergarten through grade
5 using the Houghton Mifflin math series. This mang offers a research-based approach which is
designed so that all students can achieve suacesseating and exceeding their grade level standards
Inherent in this approach are high interest adtizitvhich engage children to think about math ama h
they use it in their everyday lives. Through the akeffective instructional strategies based @t be
practices, the children work in collaborative grsdipcusing on the concepts of basic skills develapm
problem solving, and vocabulary expansion. Teactiéierentiate instruction and are involved in on-
going assessment in order to meet the needs thiedlllearners. Students practice math daily thinating
use of instructional software, enrichment actigitimanipulatives, and textbooks in order to reach
students of all learning styles. AIMSweb is usetrack some students’ progress, and the Accelerated
Math program challenges students.

The St. Joan of Arc middle school mathematics @nwgis one that occurs at a critical time in stuslent
development and is designed for all students teegselsuccess. The Holt Mathematics series is used
along with Holt Pre-Algebra and Algebra texts. Tugbout these three years, students focus on problem
solving, computation, mastery of basic skills, tajireasoning, and consumer math. Students work
independently and in collaborative groups towardalgebraic way of thinking. Traditional paper and
pencil skills are emphasized throughout the progsatrare supplemented with technology,
manipulatives, and math labs. Teachers differentragtruction in order to meet the needs of all
learners. In junior high, students’ ability detemes courses from grade level texts to pre-algelgapra
and geometry labs. Periodic tests and observagtmtbachers move students within flexible

groups. About 20% of the graduates are able teepat of algebra | at the high school level, allogyi
them to take honors algebra or go directly to ge¢gme

4, Additional Curriculum Area:

Using the internet for research and communicasamiintegral part of the lives of today’s
students. Teachers and staff of SJA accept thertanptamission of teaching students to use techryolog
responsibly, mindful of the priority of a Christrdered life.

Students are taught the importance of respectivggy, as well as the work of others, in the online
community. Information literacy classes teach thkenskills they need to navigate the online worithw

a discerning eye. The American Academy of Pedmtecently recommended that schools teach media
literacy, which SJA has done for the past fifteearg. These classes help students examine howvaithey
influenced by today’s media culture.

Technology is vital to the 29century classroom. Each year, it is an expressadt goal to extend and
further integrate technology into the educationglezience. All computers are networked, so students
can access and print their files from any computéine building. All classrooms have Interactiveeé®m
Boards, making learning more dynamic and engadirgchers are issued laptops, which they use to
develop and plan lessons, to communicate with psugrd others in the school community, to posthen t
school blog, and to record and publish grades enlin

The school has one main technology center, whadests learn computer skills and work on class
projects. Two satellite centers offer classes neagsheets, programming, presentations, word-soges
and video production. In addition, two mobile Igptabs are used constantly in classrooms across the
school.

Junior high students take a three-year video prti@ucourse culminating in eighth grade with a live
weekly news show broadcast shown to all the juhiigin classrooms over closed circuit TV. Sixth
graders begin in post production with tasks suobditing video and adding sound and special
effects. Seventh graders work in teams to creag@af videos. They write scripts, then film andted
their projects which are used on the news broadrasdtiown to other audiences.
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On the news show, students rotate job respongsifior each news broadcast allowing them to work
both in front of the camera and behind the scefesy learn how to meet deadlines, work together as
team, and take ownership of the final product. Gcrally, the pastor appears as a live guest tudss
parish and liturgical topics, making religious mstion more meaningful to students.

5. Instructional Methods;

Differentiated instruction is a hallmark of SJA.abbers use a variety of instructional methods tetme
the needs of their students in a positive envirartroémoral, academic and social education.

In the primary grades, students who need to badurhallenged with critical thinking and creatjvitre
placed in a Project Eagle program. A languagetaasher and a librarian work together to develspda
plans based on Bloom’s Taxonomy. Students who spedial help with daily challenges are enrolled in
a Supplementary Learning Program under the dinectia special education teacher. A certified teach
works with small groups for remediation, and Bengde University pre-clinical students engage ie-on
to-one instruction for enrichment challenges.

In grades 4 and 5, students are grouped into aoimg and four math groups. Quarterly testing and
teacher assessment indicate when students shoutgjtoeiped.

Junior high classrooms are located in a separdidirmithat contains a science lab and a techdab f
hands on activities. Students are not ability gembiexcept in math, with geometry offered to advdnce
students. Teachers provide students with lessatgitl challenging and stimulating by differentigti
instruction to maximize the potential of each stide

Instructional groups are formed that align with lieois Standards and the federally mandated RTI
(Response to Intervention) with the inclusion dfieas strategies. Flexible grouping is an impor{aant

of differentiated instruction. Student groups wtolether to solve problems and share ideas. Teagher
all subjects collaborate on curriculum to meet stis’ needs. They give reports to parents throwtsh E
line, an on-line performance tracker. Technologgtdes teachers to bring multi-sensory techniques
across the curriculum. All classrooms have intévackmart Boards which assist teachers to challenge
students with visual or kinetic learning styleshgsonline incentives, word templates, writing lesso
helpers and extenders, and visual field trips. dsan inter-active Smart Board, every classrosraha
least two computers and access to two 20-laptdp.cEhis facilitates both remedial and enrichment
activities. Online learning enables students tdiooe classwork at home or during before and after
school extended day programs.

6. Professional Development:

Teachers at St. Joan of Arc are dedicated to gagformed about the latest techniques and tools
available for teachers. The SJA school budget aviragiudes monies for teachers to attend confesgnce
workshops and lectures. Forty-nine percent of doellify has a Master's Degree or is in the procéss o
obtaining one.

Requests from teachers for workshops and seminaesnaouraged and reviewed by the
principal. Sometimes a request comes as a restiiegdrincipal’s suggestion on a teacher evaluation
form. Diocesan standard setting workshops are amggor all staff members.

Last spring the staff agreed that use of interac8inart Boards has enhanced student learninggroalé
levels. To make full use of them, an elementaryapdior high teacher attended a workshop
demonstrating innovative methods to utilize thema tlassroom. Excited by the creative prospect of
cutting-edge educational practices, they worketh Witee other staff members to devise specific
strategies for further integration of Smart Boasdthin the SJA curriculum. This new technology
enabled teachers to have students more activebgexgn the learning process at all levels.
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This is the third year that two faculty meetingmanth are based dnto the Fields — a catechist and
teacher formation for the whole staff — that comaispirituality, theological content and teaching
skills. It is rooted in Scripture, liturgy and tRatechism. On a rotating basis, two staff membersgnt
the material. The program gives a step by stepegisidieepen the faith of the staff through 30 péwer
spiritual exercises. They are given concrete temchiethods that will work in the real faith fouridat
settings in the parish and school.

One example of spiritual growth occurred when teadhof the junior high religion department
participated in a spiritual cruise that involvedepi,000 people. Max Lucado, Matthew West and Matal
Grant performed throughout the seven days. He im@shed religion classes with lively inspirational
stories from the trip.

7. School Leadership:

There was so much excitement at SJA last springhyhiacipal, Sr. Carolyn Sieg, O.S.B., was selected
to receive the first diocesan Bishop Kaffer Outdiag Principal Award. She also received a
congratulatory certificate from the lllinois HouskERepresentatives acknowledging her contribution t
the education of students in the State of lllinbler staff agreed with the accolades that destr#ireas
one with a listening ear and a warm heatrt.

SJA school is a parish school headed by the pgsiagipal, assistant principal and administrative
assistant. A ten-member school board meets moniitythe pastor and principal. Each board member
heads a committee that assists the principal witgrange planning and marketing. An endowment
committee was formed in 1984 to ensure the futtieJé.

Daily operations of the school, implementation ofigy, management of the staff and formation of the
curriculum are all responsibilities of the prindipdsing Joliet Diocesan guidelines, she works vl
pastor, school board, and faculty to promote egoek in a Catholic school. With sound budget
management, yearly fund raisers and the Adopt-destiuprogram, she keeps that education affordable.

The principal has responsibility for teachers’ gaahd lesson plans that align with the Joliet Diace
Guidelines. She provides outstanding leadershgarty intervention strategies to promote student
success. Each teacher receives a gift certificageldcal teacher store where they can purchasears
supplementary materials. Policy initiatives in thalget give highest priority to on-going teacher
education for classes, seminars and workshop®ttence strategies for improving student
performance. To successfully respond to the demahthe 21st century classroom, the principahalte
the NCEA Principals' Forum every year.

The principal ensures that the special educatiachier reviews accommodations with teachers. The
Teacher Assistance Team meets weekly to addrederat@or behavior concerns noted by the
elementary teachers. With assistance from the $cloomselor, a plan of action is devised and cdrrie
out. RTI, a federally mandated program, is a memiptool focused on achievement, or lack of iteaf
scientific and systematic researched methods heswe put in place.

The school administrative team, under the direabibtine principal, works closely with the Schooldd,
Parent-School Organization, Athletic Associatiod garent volunteers to establish a strong parish
community that makes St. Joan of Arc School a hauyfulfilling place to be.
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PART VI - PRIVATE SCHOOL ADDENDUM 11PVI11¢

1. Private school association: Catholic
2. Does the school have nonprofit, tax-exempt (503jg(atus?_Yes

3. What are the 2009-2010 tuition rates, by grade?n@anclude room, board, or fees.)
$284C  $3144  $3144  $3144  $3144  $3144

K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
$3144 $3144 $3144 $0 $0 $0
6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th
$0 $0
12th Other

4. What is the educational cost per student? (Schaddgét divided by enroliment) $5128
5. What is the average financial aid per student?6$19

6. What percentage of the annual budget is devotedholarship assistance and/or tuition reduction?
21%

7. What percentage of the student body receives samgtaassistance, including tuition reduction? 83%

17



PART VIl - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: 3 Test: lowa Test of Basic Ski
Edition/Publication Year: 20C Publisher: Riversic Scores reported as: Percent
2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-200€

Testing Month Sep Oct Oct Feb Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 86 81 79 87 86
Number of students tested 54 65 63 58 61
Percent of total students tested 92 88 95 100 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 5 8 3 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 8 12 5 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV119



STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: 3 Test: lowa Test of Basic Ski
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: Riversic Scores reported as: Percent

2009-2010C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-200€ | 2006-2007  2005-2006

Testing Month Sep Oct Oct Feb Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 89 89 82 81 81
Number of students tested 54 58 63 58 61
Percent of total students tested 92 88 95 100 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 5 8 3 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 8 12 5 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Average Score

Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

6.
Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:

11PV119
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: 5 Test: lowa Test of Basic Ski
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: Riversid Scores reported as: Percent

2009-2010C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-200€ | 2006-2007  2005-2006

Testing Month Sep Oct Oct Feb Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 77 85 81 80 85
Number of students tested 63 63 71 72 74
Percent of total students tested 89 95 100 100 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 8 3 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 11 5 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV119



STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: 5 Test: lowa Test of Basic Ski
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: Riversic Scores reported as: Percent

2009-2010C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-200€ | 2006-2007  2005-2006

Testing Month Sep Oct Oct Feb Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 80 84 83 82 88
Number of students tested 63 63 70 72 74
Percent of total students tested 89 95 99 100 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 8 3 1 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 11 5 1 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV119



Subject: Mathematics Grade: 7

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Test: lowa Test of Basic Ski

Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: Riversic Scores repoed as: Percentilt

2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-200€
Mar

Testing Month Sep Oct Oct Feb
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 84 85 93 85
Number of students tested 71 81 71 81
Percent of total students tested 96 100 9¢ 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 3 0 1 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 4 0 1 0

SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Average Score

Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

6.
Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:

11PV119

100
0
0

87
78
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: 7 Test: lowa Test of Basic Ski
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: Riversic Scores reported as: Percent

2009-2010C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-200€ | 2006-2007  2005-2006

Testing Month Sep Oct Oct Feb Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 84 80 88 79 86
Number of students tested 71 80 71 81 78
Percent of total students tested 96 99 99 100 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 3 2 1 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 4 2 1 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Average Score

Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

6.
Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:

11PV119
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