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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 11PV11¢

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Separtment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (BT
requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

The school has some configuration that includesoomaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, the school must meet 8tate's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2010-2011 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgriades 7 and higher must take the course.

The school has been in existence for five full gettrat is, from at least September 2005.

The nominated school has not received the Bluedilgrhools award in the past five years:
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 or 2010.

The nominated school or district is not refusingRO&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadlistrict-wide compliance review.

OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingshe school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole haktgd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgisdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated anmore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadisiwith Disabilities Education Actin a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 11PV11¢

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
Questions 1 and 2 are for Public Schools ¢
SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssiocated: Suburban

4. Number of years thprincipal has been in her/his position at thrsost: 20

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2010 enrolieheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 12 23 35 6 13 8 21

K 10 5 15 7 8 15 23

1 10 7 17 8 16 13 29

2 9 9 0 0 0

3 12 19 10 0 0 0

4 11 2 13 11 0 0 0

5 8 14 22 12 0 0 0

Total in Applying School: 203
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6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

8 % Asian

7 % Black or African American

4 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islan

77 % White

4 % Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 2.0 school year: 0%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2009 until | 1
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 200S 0
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2009

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.00
divided by total students in row (4). '

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. C

1

223

8. Percent limited English proficient students in sictool: 0%
Total number of limited English proficient studemighe school: 0
Number of languages represented, not includingigmgl 0

Specify languages:
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9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-gticeals: 2%
Total number of students who qualify: 4

If this method does not produce an accurate estiofahe percentage of students from low-
income families, or the school does not participatide free and reduced-priced school meals
program, supply an accurate estimate and explainthe school calculated this estimate.

The above number is the result of an economic gutigributed through the school.

10. Percent of students receiving special educatioricsss. 10%
Total number of students served: 20

Indicate below the number of students with disaegiaccording to conditions designated in
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Dot add additional categories.

_OAutism _OOrthopedic Impairment
0 Deafness 2 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 7 Specific Learning Disability
—O Emotional Disturbance ?Speech or Language Impairment
_O Hearing Impairment _OTraumatic Brain Injury
—O Mental Retardation —Vi_sual Impairment Including
D ____ Blindness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:
Number of Staff

Full-Time Part-Time
Administrator(s) 1 0
Classroom teachers 10 3
Special resource teachers/specie 0 11
Paraprofessionals 1 0
Support staff 3 3
Total number 15 17

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratiojghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 171
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13. Show the attendance patterns of teachers and ssuaen percentage. Only high schools need to
supply graduation rates. Briefly explain in the &®tection any student or teacher attendance rates
under 95% and teacher turnover rates over 12%lacaétions in graduation rates.

200920102008200¢/20072008/20062007/20052006

Daily student attendance 96% 95% 95% 95% 96%
Daily teacher attendance 99% 99% 99% 99% 98%
Teacher turnover rate 9% 9% 9% 18% 9%
High school graduation re, 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

If these data are not available, explain and pmvihsonable estimates.

2006-2007 teacher turnover rate - 18% turnoverdaéeto 1 retirement and 1 moved out of state

14.For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools): Sivbat the students who graduated in Spring 2010
are doing as of Fall 2010.

Graduating class size:

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university
Enrolled in a community college
Enrolled in vocational training

Found employment

Military service

Other

Total 0%



PART |1l - SUMMARY 11PV11E

Part lll Summary

Our Lady of the Lake School is a Roman Catholiecgbeelementary school located in Verona, New
Jersey and founded in 1924. The school is staffedl firincipal, who is a Sister of St. Dominic, anthy
faculty. It is located in a suburban area servimgents from both Verona and neighboring commusitie
Our Lady of the Lake endeavors to provide the sitgdm Pre-K through Grade Eight with the
intellectual and moral background that will enatblem to make a positive contribution to the global
society. Rooted in the message of Jesus Chrissctinaol strives to achieve a balance of religious,
scholastic, social, personal, artistic, and phygiocegrams and activities. The spirit of inquirgtellectual
achievement, the desire to learn and create, ande¥er ending search for wisdom and moral intggrit
are the goals which Our Lady of the Lake endeatmsgcure. These goals are hopefully achieved
through the efforts of a dedicated staff, challaggiducational programs, school activities/tradgicand
community participation.

The school serves approximately 200 students flenPre-Kindergarten program through Grade Eight.
In addition, both before and after school prograngsavailable. The Pre-K Program consists of separ
three year old and four year old sections. The gnngoal of the program is to provide a supportind
nurturing environment which stimulates each chiklisotional, spiritual, physical, intellectual, ssatial
growth. The academic program for Kindergarten tghoGrade Four consists of self-contained classes
with specialty teachers providing instruction ity anusic, library, foreign language, physical ediorg
and computer science. The Kindergarten has a#yllsession. The program in Grades Five through
Eight is departmentalized for social studies, ssemathematics, language arts, reading, andaoaligi
The curriculum in Grades Five through Eight alsdudes art, music, library, foreign language, pbgki
education, and computer science. The Essex Couhtgafional Services Commission provides remedial
services in a trailer adjacent to the school bogddi

The faculty is dedicated, involved in school atiigg, and has a low teacher turnover rate. Theageer
teacher has been teaching at the school for eiglytes's. The faculty and administrative staff of Ou
Lady of the Lake School consist of ten full-timegceed educators, one full time secretary, and b p
time office assistants. Each teacher has an apgi@eatinuous Professional Development Plan. Part-
time employees support the faculty in the areatpimusic, computer science, foreign languagearb
science, nursing, and classroom assistance. abbdes and staff are committed to academic exaalen
and student achievement. Curriculum developmeniraptbmentation is an on-going process for the
entire faculty.

A dedicated Home and School Association is recaghaés a strength. The parent association funcéisns
a conduit between the school community of the fanaitiministration, staff, students, and church.yThe
reinforce the importance of family involvement iretstudent’s educational experience and build en th
parent’s value of education and positive schoohate. The parents also work diligently to promatd a
provide traditional celebrations throughout theryedll families are welcomed in September withlea
Cream Social and each month family oriented prograra sponsored. Some events are: Halloween
Party, Breakfast with Santa, Breakfast with a Lo@tk, Game Night, Sports Awards, Pasta Supper,
BEARLY-Buddy Gathering, and Family Pool Party whitdwve become traditions for the school. Other
traditions include Stations of the Cross, TalertvhChristmas Concert, Spring Concert, Nationalalun
Honor Society Induction, Graduation, School LiteigyiAdvent/Lent Observances, Nativity Re-
enactment, and May Crowning.

In addition to the Home and School Association,gtteool has an Advisory Board that consists of non-
school community members. This board provides theeipal and pastor with objective advice regarding
both educational and budgetary concerns.
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Over the years the children have learned the stiotlye universe which began more than 13.7 billion
years ago. By means of classroom instruction, rogr and activities, they are taught that all is
connected to that first moment. Hopefully, a respercall creation will result in greater care falf

people and the earth. The fifth graders spend amaht at an environmental center to build
relationships with each other and to learn abodtexperience the natural world. The Student Ledders
program enables the students to participate inldewe school policies, planning programs and
activities, and gives them the opportunity to eigrare government on a small scale.

Students participate in community functions inchgdDARE, Verona Service League, Verona Municipal
Alliance, Fair in the Square, the Verona Centeni@&®OP, Verona Park Conservancy “Art in Park”,
clothing and food drives, and various mission e

A special undertaking has been the students’ othireathe military. At the recommendation of the
pastor, who also participated in the project, pillkases were sewn and sent to the troops in Irdg an
Afghanistan. Toiletries were also sent. Many ofghelents received thank you notes. With parent
permission and encouragement they continue comelapg.

The development of the whole child in the formatyrears has resulted in adults who contribute
positively to our global community. Many alumni lea@nrolled their children in Our Lady of the Lake.
Over the years alumni have been meeting at theoselmal contributing to its continued success. An
alumni association is in the process of being i@z formed.

Our Lady of the Lake is a safe, socially aware sthath strong parental involvement, challenging
standards and curriculum, and high levels of studehievement. Educational leadership, community
outreach, teachers dedicated to their studentsiitgpas well as their own, make Our Lady of th&d.a
School worthy of Blue Ribbon status. This wouldamehonor well celebrated and highly publicized.
Such a distinction would be a wonderful additionhte school's accomplishments and would truly ctfle
the reality of a great educational institution.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 11PVILE

1. Assessment Results;

Our Lady of the Lake School, which is part of theldiocese of Newark, uses Terra Nova, the Third
Edition and InView Test of Cognitive Skills for isdsandardized testing program. These tests are
administered in the spring to all students in gsaolge through seven. Students in grade one take the
Terra Nova Complete Battery. Students in grades fowo, and six take the Terra Nova Complete
Battery and InView. Students in grades three, fare] seven take the Terra Nova Multiple Assessment
and InView. The Terra Nova is a nationally normest that provides data which allows for the
comparison of individual and group achievement wakional performance. It helps to identify strérsgt
and weaknesses in individual student achievemahaeas in need of improvement within the
curriculum. The reading section of the Terra Na&t aissesses achievement in basic understanding,
analyzing text, evaluating and extending meaning,identifying reading and writing strategies. The
mathematics section assesses student mastery densiand numerical relations, operation concepts,
computation, estimation, measurement, geometryspatial sense, data, statistics and probability,
problem solving, reasoning, and communication.

The NP of the Mean NCE scores in reading and mathesifor the last five years were analyzed. In
mathematics, the 2010 mean Terra Nova scores exdébd Blue Ribbon cut scores by at least nine
points in each grade level. The grade five mearmematics score of 85 exceeds the Blue Ribbon cut
score by 16 points and the grade seven score extiee®@lue Ribbon cut score by 14 points. This high
level of achievement is reflected in the mathensadmores obtained over the past five years. This
consistency can be attributed to the continuoulysiseof the scores by the faculty to ensure and
maintain a high level of performance by all thedstuts. The mean reading scores in 2010 rangeddrom
score of 77 in grade six to a score of 85 in gfade. The grade four reading score exceeds the Blue
Ribbon cut score of 69 by 16 points. On furthealgsis of the reading scores for 2007, it was nttedl
grade six scored a 67. In 2008 the grade six rgastinre improved to a score of 74 and in 2009 scane
81. This increase can be attributed to a changeeineading material and presentation of the

lessons. More emphasis was placed on critical ilgplanalyzing text, character development, plotl a
extended meaning. In 2009, a new reading seriepur@hased and introduced in grade five, six, and
seven.

The administration and faculty study assessmenttseand use data-driven decision-making to modify
curriculum and instruction in a continuous effarirnprove and maximize student learning. Teachers
monitor test performance, making recommendationsifisichment or support. The faculty of Our Lady
of the Lake is dedicated to helping each child exhi at a level consistent with his or her poténtia
Reviewing and analyzing the data is essentialégticess.

The students in grades seven and eight participate Johns Hopkins Talent Search. Students must
achieve a score of 95% or higher in approved stdbteparticipate in this program. Each year OutyLa
of the Lake School has had numerous students gdatithis program.

The Archdiocese of Newark testing program requinas the CTB Writing Assessment be administered
each year to students in grades four and sevenrebhis of the Writing Assessment for Our Ladyhef
Lake students show significant improvement in tiuelents' ability to express themselves through the
written word. Attention to sentence structure, graam spelling, and word usage across the curriculum
contributes to the development of strong writinglskThis is also noted in written expression ih a
subject areas.



2. Using Assessment Results:

Standardized assessment data provided by the Nleuatest are analyzed by the faculty. This process
begins as the results are received and continoeggh the end of the academic year and into the
following year. Faculty meetings and curriculumaaneeetings are held at regular intervals to ensure
continuous monitoring of student progress and &ffecess of curriculum. Student scores on the vario
sections of the Terra Nova test are evaluateddorately determine areas of need. The faculty alnea
subject area uses the information to enhance astistruction within the framework of the
Archdiocese of Newark curriculum standards.

When testing data suggest a weakness within afgpsabject area, the curriculum coordinator togeth
with the entire faculty strategizes to develop rodthto improve student understanding across grade
levels. For example, when scientific inquiry wasritified as an area in need of improvement theltigcu
met to develop an action plan to improve studeisntific inquiry skills. This action plan includ¢he
implementation of increased laboratory lessonsofiseodels to visualize scientific principles suh
Newton’s Laws of Motion, cooperative learning pafe and the use of technology such as
webquests. Observation skills, which play an imgatrtole in scientific inquiry, are also encouraged
fostered by using the world around us.

Analysis of standardized testing data is also wseshrich the curriculum when assessment dataatelic
an area of strength in student learning. The auitrin committees brainstorm to find ways to maintain
these high levels of student achievement. For pl@nn the area of life sciences, professionads ar
invited to speak to the students about careersiemese. The Rutgers Science Explorer traveling
laboratory provides an opportunity to enhance kalissIn kindergarten, chicks are hatched and
butterflies are raised to introduce elementaryrsmeskills.

Standardized assessment data prove to be a vatoabfer analyzing individual student performanée.
careful analysis of student level data providesddilp that can be used by classroom teachers and
instructors in supplemental programs to developviddal education plans. Teachers, as well as liild ¢
study team, can identify areas of weakness orgtineihese results, in addition to other indicgtoes
be used for mathematics placement.

The analysis of assessment data is used to forenaitennual Instructional Improvement Plan that is
submitted to the Archdiocesan Schools Office. T identifies the steps that will be taken tacrea
identified improvement goals at each grade levieé flan is utilized throughout the year to impletnen
strategies and monitor student progress.

3. Communicating Assessment Results:

The teachers at Our Lady of the Lake School ardilyeavailable to speak with parents about theildth
classroom learning and the child's performanceasious assessments. Teachers are accessible for
conferences at parents’ convenience. Formal camfeseare scheduled to discuss student performance,
to develop accommodation plans. Subsequent cortieseaare held throughout the year as needed.
Students are encouraged to attend and participditese conferences so as to be a part of a s@dcess
outcome.

Our Lady of the Lake School subscribes to the wadet Power School Program allowing parents instant
access to their children’s progress and grades. dfoigram enables the parents to view their childre
academic status at their convenience on a dailig.baeport Cards are sent home to the parents each
trimester. If parents have any questions regartfiiage reports, a telephone call or conference may b
arranged to enable discussion.

Terra Nova Testing scores are sent home annudilfyami explanation of each student’s performance.
Included in this packet are conference scheduliegts for the parents. If the parent desires more
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information enabling a better understanding oftédsting results, a conference with the teacher is
scheduled.

Each year several teachers attend an archdioceseanNova workshop designed to provide an overview
of Terra Nova scores and assist teachers in imgngrthe score reports provided by the

testing company. The participating teachers retimgthool and conduct a meeting with the remaining
faculty, detailing this updated information. Tioeirth and seventh grade Writing Assessment reatdts
sent home annually along with an explanation. Siamt progress in writing has been observed as the
children move through the grades.

Each year the school conducts three or four opesdy) inviting the community and parents to toar th
school, speak with the teachers and discuss thiewum. Guests are invited to speak with the sttsle
and parents at these events. The principal andestafvailable to answer questions regarding the
scholastic status of the student body.

4. Sharing LessonsL earned:

Our Lady of the Lake School employs qualified teashand a principal who willingly shares successful
strategies with other schools. On a bi-annual b#sésfaculty attends meetings in the local degnery
where ideas are freely exchanged and new progreevgdiscussed. Teachers are encouraged to take
leadership roles in group discussions and in ptasens to the entire assembly. Workshops offened i
critical thinking, presentation software, writingagegies, technology integration, the Holocausd, a
bullying are attended with professionals from aatgrof institutions. The Archdiocese of Newark
provides opportunities to bring teachers togetheere they are divided into grade levels for a more
intimate exchange of concerns, teaching strategiesjdeas. The school administrators from tha are
meet to discuss curriculum, programs, and sucdestsfitegies.

Several of the teachers have recently completetligta school courses related to their fields aad th
exchange of ideas with other graduate studentsdsatted in sharing successful strategies and rineey
teaching methods. Faculty members have mentoestlgte students and are keeping them abreast of
best practices. Some members of Our Lady of the ISshool community have served on committees for
the Middle States Association of Colleges and Skshddnese experiences have been most beneficial to
the observer and the receiving school. The Our laddlge Lake website is linked to the Middle States
website which contains an in-depth descriptiorhef¢chool’s programs. This assists in making
information about the school and its programs atéé! to a wider audience.

The Verona Municipal Alliance, Verona ConservariBpRE program, Essex County Freeholders are
among groups and organizations who provide oppitits for the children to share their knowledge of
timely topics. The children have won awards folirteaccess in areas centered on the environment,
drugs, bullying, and knowledge of Essex County. dtieievements of the students have been recognized
at the County Court House in Newark and the loegk in Verona. Newspapers and TV have also noted
these accomplishments.

The school continues to share successes withothenanity. Communication with parents is conducted
through the Our Lady of the Lake website. Seveya@rOHouses are attended by both school parents and
members of the outside community. Students arsgudor their pride in the school. The quality o t
students' public speaking and general conductuasytddes during Open Houses has often been cjted b
prospective Our Lady of the Lake parents as orthedf reasons for choosing to send their childérieih

to Our Lady of the Lake. The students are seewmfident, bright, respectful, and well-rounded ygun
adults. They are a reflection of the high qualitgducation offered at Our Lady of the Lake Schaud

well represent the ideals promoted by the Blue BmbBchools Program. The publicity coordinator share
important events with the media and a Blue Ribbaradl would definitely be celebrated with the parish
the town, and the archdiocese.
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 11PV11E

1. Curriculum:

The curriculum is developed and meets requireneaitby the Archdiocese of Newark and the standards
established by the State of New Jersey. Technaagymanipulatives are appropriately integratedlin a
subject areas.

Religion

Religion is taught daily and provides the childrmdth knowledge of the Catholic faith. The program
reflects the mission of Our Lady of the Lake siasea Christ-centered school, faith integratiort ih@
heart of the teaching and learning process. THdrehi participate in liturgical celebrations oregular
basis. Our Lady of the Lake School has been detgdras a Green Flag school with an emphasis on
creation and our role as stewards for the envireime

Reading/L anguage Arts

The reading and language arts curriculum encompdbleeskills necessary for the students to effelgtiv
read, write, listen, and speak. In the primary ggdbasal readers integrate phonics, spelling, geam
and writing into each week’s literature selectiofise upper grade program encompasses writing,
grammar, correct usage, dictionary and libraniskdpeaking, listening, and literature. Lessoms ar
expanded to meet the diverse and unique needs students and extend across curricula areas.

M athematics

Basic mathematical skills are reinforced from grémigrade on a regular basis. Small group and
individual instruction is provided for those whaean need of assistance, and the more capablengtude
are challenged in accelerated classes. Emphagsiscisd on developing students' mathematical reagoni
skills and their ability to apply mathematical pegses to various situations. Students are exptrtssl
able to effectively communicate the mathematicikihg used to solve problems. Many graduates of
Our Lady of the Lake have been placed in advancatiematics programs upon entering high school.

Social Studies

The curriculum aims at developing concepts andssttiat are necessary for understanding the irtierac
among the historical, economic, geographic, somdiious, political, and cultural factors thabgle the
story of human existence. As members of a globansonity, who embrace Catholic values, students
will be empowered to promote peace and justiceujinout the world. Learning about the past should
help students to understand the present and prépate future. Curriculum standards are reinfdrae
all levels and children learn principles of gootizeinship including fairness, respect, responsyhiénd
trustworthiness.

Science

Scientific inquiry skills are developed through Hafon activities and exploration. A science lab is
available for all grades and instruction includgs Wwork, journals, and projects. The integratedrsmz
curriculum includes lessons in life science, eadience, physical science, astronomy, environmental
studies, and health at each grade level. The aitmeagcience program is to develop confident proble
solvers who value the importance and applicatioscadnce in their lives. The science fair, with an
emphasis on the environment, has been a highliglmhény students, and provides them with an
opportunity to explore a science topic in greatgtd.
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Foreign L anguage

Our Lady of the Lake is in compliance with the BRibbon program's Foreign Language requirements.
Kindergarten through grade four have 30 minuteSpztnish class per week. Spanish instruction aéthes
grade levels focuses on vocabulary which includegs, puzzles, flash cards, games, bilingual
storytelling, and worksheets for days of the weelors, and numbers. The fifth through eighth gsade
who receive 80 minutes of instruction per week ticme a vocabulary-based curriculum which includes
Spanish culture. The focus is on practical vocatgufaronunciation, and basic concepts of Spanish
grammar. The upper grades work on interdisciplimmojects and use the Rosetta Stone program in the
computer lab to further develop their ability tartounicate in Spanish.

Music

The music curriculum is based on a sequential jpragsf learning musical skills through active
participation. Children experience the elementnelody, rhythm, and tempo through singing alondwit
body movements and rhythm instruments. Choir,dittal celebrations, seasonal concerts, assemblies,
and an instrumental band program extend the cluritu

Art
The art program affords the children the opporiutttexpress themselves in a creative manner. It
includes drawing, sculpture, painting, a varietyrafdia techniques, and art history. Student wodnis

display and the curriculum is interdisciplinary.

Physical Education/Health

The focus of the physical education/health curtiouls on the development of skills and habits that
promote physical fithess and positive social irtBom. Lessons related to emotional, physical, and
spiritual health are integrated into physical edioteclasses. Lessons in nutrition and self care, i
addition to the Presidential Fitness Program, Wadfoss America, and the Our Lady of the Lake Family
Walk-A-Thon, round out the program. An emphasigt@nimportance of service and doing for others is
stressed dalily.

2. Reading/English:

The reading curriculum is built upon two foundagaibhteracy programs, McGraw-Hill Reading in the
primary grades and Glencoe Reading in the uppelegraBoth series combine well-known literature
selections with instruction integrating key compmmesion skills such as making predictions, identifyi
main ideas, supporting details, and analyzing sttegnents. Guided instruction for each story igluse
the teachers to model comprehension skills andlesaldents to develop as independent, strategic
readers. Students utilize graphic organizers toalig enhance their ability to build comprehension.

The McGraw Hill and Glencoe reading series weresehdecause of their systematic and explicit
instruction. Subsequently, lessons can be expamped to meet the diverse and unique needs of the
students including those performing below gradelldveveled reading books are an essential paheof
classroom insuring each child a successful reaglpgrience during independent reading time andlsmal
group instruction. Students benefit from experiehaed cooperative teacher aides and other sugpdifrt s
who address the needs of students requiring mdréidualized intervention methods.

Success in acquiring strong literary skills is gseancreased by integrating spelling, grammar tiwg,
vocabulary, listening, and speaking in purposefaysveach day. Students begin to learn how to ceenpo
stories using the writing process in first gradieede skills are honed with each year. Languagei#\rts
taught via Loyola Press and encompasses writiggngrar, correct usage, library skills, speaking, and
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listening. Writing is stressed in all subject aréidse exemplary quality of students' writing hasribe
recognized through local essay contests condugtéldebknights of Columbus and the DARE program.

Teachers employ a variety of teaching strategiddamguage support activities to target variougleof
proficiency in reading. Teachers believe that negdind language arts should be an integral part of
everyday learning and children need to spend sogmif time on these subjects. This time includes
independent reading, reading aloud, and havingetheher read aloud to the students. The schoahjibr
is utilized on a weekly basis. Literacy opportuestare encouraged and fostered in numerous wagst Ol
children regularly read aloud to the younger ofié® third and fourth grades participate in Batfl¢he
Books each year. Parents are encouraged to \agitahild’'s class and read to the children. Thédchin
also share their written stories and poetry. Byiporating literacy activities throughout the schday

we hope to enable the students to become lifesiiful readers and communicators.

3. Mathematics:

The mathematics curriculum at Our Lady of the L&k&ool is based on the standards set by the
Archdiocese of Newark. The annual standardizedstastes are evaluated and used to develop and
maintain the curriculum. The faculty meets regylahring the school year to discuss ways to enhance
the curriculum in their classrooms.

The understanding of basic skills is the cornerstmirmathematical concepts. These skills are resefb
throughout the curriculum from grade to grade oegular basis. Timed tests, games, computer satwar
programs, individual whiteboards, and worksheetsuaed to accomplish this.

An emphasis is placed on improving the studentthemaatical reasoning skills. This is achieved tigrou
the use of cooperative learning activities, perfonoe based assessment, problem of the day, jowgnali
and the incorporation of real world problem solvgiyiations. Children are encouraged to use the
language of mathematics when writing or explairdrgplution to a problem. Reasoning and decision
making skills are also incorporated into the teaghgrocess. Varied assessment of these skillsasese
student achievement.

The incorporation of mathematics into other cudtiouareas helps children to see mathematics in
relationship to all learning. In social studiesdgmts apply their knowledge of graphing, charts, an
timelines. The mathematical concepts of measurerfamulas, data interpretation, calculations, and
estimating are essential to the science program.aficurriculum incorporates the skills of geometr
proportion, spatial reasoning, and perspectivedRgacomprehension strategies help to improve
problem solving skills.

The integration of technology such as, calculatéxgel spreadsheets, SMART Boards, webquests,
computer software, and online textbook lessonsa@tphe curriculum while recognizing and suppaytin
the varied learning styles of each child. The paogaims at improving the mathematical skills of
students, who are performing below grade levedeyiifying problem areas and then targeting basic
concepts. The use of calculators, reinforcemenksiarets, computer software programs, manipulatives,
peer tutoring, and supplemental instruction prositdg the classroom teacher and/or the Essex County
Educational Services Commission help to improveanbek areas. Teachers from grade to grade meet to
discuss ways to help individual students who angggling with mathematics.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

The goal of the technology curriculum is exposorthe myriad of possibilities offered by technology
The hope is that through exposure to a multituderojects students will understand that technolcayy
be used to solve problems, gather information,enftance communication.

14



Student computers with internet access and priaterglistributed in classrooms and two computes.lab
Students have regularly scheduled classes in c@mnfalts with technology teachers. They also spend
additional time on special projects related toipalar academic areas.

Our Lady of the Lake School recently purchased&@& student computers with Windows 7 operating
system. The Scholastic Keys program (the youngesitiglversion of Microsoft Office) is utilized ihe
lower grades to introduce students to word proogssjraphing, and presentation software. The older
students continue to build upon the basic skikkyte obtained with Microsoft Office 2007.

Essential skills, including word processing, intgrresearch, chart making, keyboarding skills,
spreadsheet concepts, presentation proficiencydatathase manipulation, are achieved in the compute
labs. These skills allow the students to demorestmabwledge they have obtained in other academic
areas as well as instilling confidence. These pnmgrare essential in numerous professions, voluntee
programs, and in many aspects of everyday life.

Mathematics and reading academic software helpimdorce concepts and skills that are taught én th
classroom. The individualization of computer baaetivities allows students to progress at their oaig
while receiving immediate feedback. The Spaniskigerof the Rosetta Stone has been introduced to
replace a previous language immersion programhididtbeen an adjunct to our Spanish program

The internet is used for individual and collaboratiesearch projects. Besides enhancing academic
knowledge, its use improves technological skillsoiCe of topic and method of presentation address
students’ individual abilities. The Internet alonijh DVDs brings the world into the classroom imlre
time and promotes social awareness.

Scanners, projectors, and SMART Boards are us¢ddnhers to present lesson plans in a visual manner
and promote classroom discussions. Digital camen@sised to record activities such as forces, gravi
and other scientific principles. Calculators atibzed by students at the discretion of the teachike

use of technology is essential and assists in dpirg critical thinkers.

5. Instructional Methods;

Our Lady of the Lake School strives to meet thelandac needs of each student. There are students who
struggle academically and others who are ableatamlgquickly at an advanced level. In order to asisire
each student’'s needs teachers differentiate ingirubased on the student’s readiness, interasts, a
learning styles. The students are able to workriallsgroups specifically chosen for their leveleTh
current curriculum provides different activities fe-teaching, practice, enrichment, and extensfaghe
educational goals. Students are guided toward srt#gnt learning. Providing support to students and
honoring their work is a top priority.

Teachers analyze and evaluate which learning stytest successful for their students. Integrating
visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning styleatdbutes to each student’s learning and overall
achievement. Teachers use manipulatives, SMART dBBioderactive lessons, and computer programs to
help students process information through theia afestrength. Individual work packets are utilized
enrichment for class work and homework. Studente lagcess to computers to enrich and challenge
their daily lessons. Cooperative learning groujgssat up to foster face to face interaction, tcmarage
interpersonal skills, and to promote teamwork. @ieal volunteers tutor individual students in raagli

and mathematics. Differentiation of instructiondedo the development of a confident and indepanden
individual, who becomes a positive contributor agisty.

The classroom teacher will recommend that a crélésaluated by a Child Study Team after all
interventions have been applied without successe@rchild has been evaluated, and an Individuhlize
Education Plan has been developed, the teachefollaiv the recommendations of the Child Study
Team. Compensatory Education and Supplementalibigin are designed to assist the student to
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achieve academic success. Our Lady of the Lakbeesemploy a variety of instructional strategaes t
maximize learning for each student.

When appropriate, instruction is modified accordimghe ability of the individual. For example, a
spelling or vocabulary test may be abbreviatedfstudent. Audio and listening programs are used fo
vocabulary lessons. Students are encouraged todese cards and charts, and are allowed to partner
with another student who is able to assist in gagrling process. Once a week, after school, thikests
in the National Junior Honor Society are pairechvgitudents in grades one through six for a peerihg
session. Teachers provide the appropriate magerdhupervise the forty-five minute lesson.

6. Professional Development:

Professional development is an expectation of timeiristration for all at Our Lady of the Lake aisd i
incorporated into the budget and into the acadealiendar each year. The mission of Our Lady of the
Lake is to teach the message of Jesus Christ. &#ndol year begins with a retreat and time is spent
faculty gatherings for prayer and reflection. T$tiess on spiritual formation affects the climdténe
school in a positive manner.

Speakers are invited into school to address tinoglics and teachers are freed to attend seminars,
workshops, meetings, and classes to assist ingwiofeal development in all academic disciplines Th
application of technology in the daily classroorttisg has been a priority in recent years and amgoi
education in this area has taken place. A sigmfigacrease in the integration of technology irfite daily
curriculum has been noted and the varied learriyigssof the children have been addressed.

Faculty members share their professional developmaeriences at monthly faculty meetings. The
archdiocese offers workshops in interpreting assessresults which are used to help plan and direct
instruction.

Across the nation, bullying has become a major eontor all schools. Our Lady of the Lake faculty
members have participated in workshops on bully@ogflict resolution, and peer mediation provided b
the N.J. State Bar Association. In approachingyingdl and discipline in a more positive manner the
faculty has been working with a child psycholodistusing on positive reinforcement and expectations
as conflicts occur.

Magazines, professional books, and articles areeragdilable on a timely basis. Common study and
discussion center on the implementation and passifiéctiveness of pertinent articles. Yearly
Professional Development Plans created by eacheaeacovide a map/guide to necessary workshops and
training that will lead to achieving the goals sthin each plan.

The Middle States accreditation process has plapadtegral part in establishing, achieving, and
maintaining strategic goals for the future. A foausteacher effectiveness positively affects the
educational experiences and achievements of tidersts.

7. School Leadership:

The pastor is the chief administrator of the schblel directs and contributes to the spiritual tohthe
school by his presence in weekly class instructios by presiding in liturgical functions. The padtas
been key in involving the children and parentsumerous service projects.

The school Advisory Board sets goals and objectiwethe school. They are advisory to the pastor an

principal in formulating policies to ensure theegfiveness and continuance of Our Lady of the Lake
School.
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The pastor delegates the daily operation of theadb the principal who is key in setting yearlyads
and objectives, developing curriculum, ensuringifigcand student success.

The principal is a member of the Archdiocesan Rpads' Council. In this capacity, she collaboratét
other principals and the staff of the Office of ltdic Education, which can effect best practices fo
principals throughout the diocese.

The principal has a collaborative leadership sigleglving faculty and staff in planning and deoisi
making. Curriculum coordinators provide leadershigdeveloping and maintaining a curriculum that is
relevant to the needs of the students and the disradrihe times. Faculty members are advised of
curriculum updates and professional developmenbppities.

Input from the entire faculty is given when assgggrograms, tests, assessment tools, technolody, a
supplemental materials. Through the principal'ssfaom observation, teachers are provided with
comprehensive evaluations which assist in improteggeneral school program. As needed, faculty and
parent committees are formed to consider issuelsgasl concerns, and make recommendations.

The administration works closely with the paremtd galues their input. The parents support the
educational process by providing many programsaatiglities that enhance the school program.

The local public school, police, and Verona serdgigganizations have offered a variety of progrant a
initiatives to benefit the students at Our Ladytaf Lake. Together, the entire Our Lady of the Lizkan
of administrators, faculty, staff, parents, andalagencies works toward excellence for students.
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PART VI - PRIVATE SCHOOL ADDENDUM 11PV11¢

1. Private school association: Catholic
2. Does the school have nonprofit, tax-exempt (503jg(atus?_Yes

3. What are the 2009-2010 tuition rates, by grade?n@anclude room, board, or fees.)
$420C  $420C $420C  $420C  $420C  $420C

K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
$420C $420C $420C $ $ $
6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th
$ $
12th Other

4. What is the educational cost per student? (Schaddgét divided by enroliment) $5462
5. What is the average financial aid per student?0810

6. What percentage of the annual budget is devotedholarship assistance and/or tuition reduction?
12%

7. What percentage of the student body receives samgtaassistance, including tuition reduction? 36%
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PART VIl - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: 3

Test: Terra Nova

Edition/Publication Year: 3rd Edition/20 Publisher: CTB/McGraw Hi Scores reported as: Percent

2009-2010 2008-2009

Testing Month Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 82 87
Number of students tested 12 17
Percent of total students tested 100 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

2007-2008 2006-2007 200520

Mar Mar Mar
86 86 91
18 18 26
100 0 10 100
0 0 0
0 0

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usiigaNova,

Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Edition was adstigied in the preceding years.

11PV118
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: 3 Test: Terra Nova
Edition/Publication Year: 3rd Edition/20 Publisher: CTB/McGraw Hi Scores reported as: Percent
2009-2010 | 2008-2009,  2007-2008  2006-2007  20@®-20

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 78 78 79 78 81
Number of students tested 12 17 18 18 26
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usiergaNova,
Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Edition was adstigied in the preceding years.

11PV118
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: 4 Test: Terra Nova
Edition/Publication Year: Third Publisher: CTB/McGraw  Scores reported as:
Edition/2008 Hill Percentiles

2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 2006-2007 20020
Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES
Average Score 78 77 82 88 84
Number of students tested 18 18 22 20 19
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usieg t
TerraNova, Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Editress administered in the preceding years.

11PV118
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading

Edition/Publication Year: Third
Edition/2008

Testing Month

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

Number of students tested

Percent of total students tested

Number of students alternatively assessed
Percent of students alternatively assessed
SUBGROUP SCORES

Grade: 4 Test: Terra Nova
Publisher: CTB/McGraw  Scores reported as:
Hill Percentiles
2009-2010 | 2008-2008)  2007-2008  2006-2007  20@&20
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
85 78 79 78 90
18 18 22 20 19
100 100 100 0 10 100
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usieg t
TerraNova, Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Editress administered in the preceding years.

11PV118
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: 5 Test: Terra Nova
Edition/Publication Year: Third Publisher: CTB/McGraw  Scores reported as:
Edition/2008 Hill Percentiles

2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 2006-2007 20020
Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES
Average Score 85 81 82 84 84
Number of students tested 20 21 22 23 18
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usieg t
TerraNova, Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Editress administered in the preceding years.

11PV118
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: 5 Test: Terra Nova
Edition/Publication Year: Third Publisher: CTB/McGraw  Scores reported as:
Edition/2008 Hill Percentiles

2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 2006-2007 20020
Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES
Average Score 80 87 85 90 84
Number of students tested 20 21 22 23 18
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usieg t
TerraNova, Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Editress administered in the preceding years.

11PV118
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: 6 Test: Terra Nova
Edition/Publication Year: Third Publisher: CTB/McGraw  Scores reported as:
Edition/2008 Hill Percentiles

2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 2006-2007 20020
Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES
Average Score 75 78 85 80 84
Number of students tested 24 24 27 18 24
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usieg t
TerraNova, Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Editress administered in the preceding years.

11PV118
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: 6 Test: Terra Nova
Edition/Publication Year: Third Publisher: CTB/McGraw  Scores reported as:
Edition/2008 Hill Percentiles

2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 2006-2007 20020
Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES
Average Score 77 81 74 67 83
Number of students tested 24 24 27 18 24
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usieg t
TerraNova, Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Editress administered in the preceding years.

11PV118
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: 7 Test: Terra Nova
Edition/Publication Year: Third Publisher: CTB/McGraw  Scores reported as:
Edition/2008 Hill Percentiles

2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 2006-2007 20020
Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES
Average Score 84 85 85 83 79
Number of students tested 26 25 17 25 18
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usieg t
TerraNova, Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Editress administered in the preceding years.

11PV118
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: 7 Test: Terra Nova
Edition/Publication Year: Third Publisher: CTB/McGraw  Scores reported as:
Edition/2008 Hill Percentiles

2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 2006-2007 20020
Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES
Average Score 78 80 78 86 80
Number of students tested 26 25 17 25 18
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES: Beginning with the March 2009 testing program, $hkools in the Archdiocese of Newark began usieg t
TerraNova, Third Edition. TerraNova, Second Editress administered in the preceding years.

11PV118
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