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U.S. Department of Education 

2009 No Child Left Behind - Blue Ribbon Schools Program  

 

Type of School: (Check all that apply)   [X ]  Elementary   []  Middle   []  High    []  K-12    []  Other   

   []  Charter  []  Title I  []  Magnet []  Choice  

Name of Principal:  Dr. Linda Anthony  

Official School Name:   Holy Spirit Preparatory School  

School Mailing Address:  
      4820 Long Island Drive 
      Atlanta, GA 30342-2570  

County: Fulton       State School Code Number*: N/A  

Telephone: (404) 255-0900     Fax: (404) 255-0914  

Web site/URL: www.holyspiritprep.org      E-mail: lanthony@mail.holyspiritprep.org  

I have reviewed the information in this application, including the eligibility requirements on page 2 (Part I - 
Eligibility Certification), and certify that to the best of my knowledge all information is accurate.  

                                                                                                            Date                                 
(Principal‘s Signature)  

Name of Superintendent*: N/A N/A  

District Name: N/A       Tel:  

I have reviewed the information in this application, including the eligibility requirements on page 2 (Part I - 
Eligibility Certification), and certify that to the best of my knowledge it is accurate.  

                                                                                                            Date                                 
(Superintendent‘s Signature)  

Name of School Board President/Chairperson: Father Edward Dillon  

I have reviewed the information in this application, including the eligibility requirements on page 2 (Part I - 
Eligibility Certification), and certify that to the best of my knowledge it is accurate.  

                                                                                                              Date                                 
(School Board President‘s/Chairperson‘s Signature)  

*Private Schools: If the information requested is not applicable, write N/A in the space.  
Original signed cover sheet only should be mailed by expedited mail or a courier mail service (such as USPS Express Mail, FedEx or 
UPS) to Aba Kumi, Director, NCLB-Blue Ribbon Schools Program, Office of Communications and Outreach, US Department of 
Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, Room 5E103, Washington, DC 20202-8173.  
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PART I - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION  

 

The signatures on the first page of this application certify that each of the statements below concerning the 
school‘s eligibility and compliance with U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights (OCR) 
requirements is true and correct.   

1.      The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12.  (Schools on the same 
campus with one principal, even K-12 schools, must apply as an entire school.)  

2.      The school has made adequate yearly progress each year for the past two years and has not been 
identified by the state as “persistently dangerous” within the last two years.     

3.      To meet final eligibility, the school must meet the state’s Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) requirement 
in the 2008-2009 school year. AYP must be certified by the state and all appeals resolved at least two weeks 
before the awards ceremony for the school to receive the award.     

4.      If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the school must have foreign language as a part of its 
curriculum and a significant number of students in grades 7 and higher must take the course.     

5.      The school has been in existence for five full years, that is, from at least September 2003.  

6.      The nominated school has not received the No Child Left Behind – Blue Ribbon Schools award in the 
past five years, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, or 2008.     

7.      The nominated school or district is not refusing OCR access to information necessary to investigate a 
civil rights complaint or to conduct a district-wide compliance review.  

8.      OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the school district concluding that the nominated 
school or the district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes. A violation letter of 
findings will not be considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective action plan from the district to 
remedy the violation.  

9.      The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the nominated school or the 
school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes or the Constitution‘s equal 
protection clause.  

10.      There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S. 
Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the school or school district in question; or if there 
are such findings, the state or district has corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings.  
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PART II - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA  

All data are the most recent year available.  
   
DISTRICT (Questions 1-2 not applicable to private schools)  
   

Does not apply to private schools  

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)  

3.    Category that best describes the area where the school is located: 
        
       [    ] Urban or large central city  
       [ X ] Suburban school with characteristics typical of an urban area  
       [    ] Suburban  
       [    ] Small city or town in a rural area  
       [    ] Rural  

4.       2    Number of years the principal has been in her/his position at this school.  

          6     If fewer than three years, how long was the previous principal at this school?  

5.    Number of students as of October 1 enrolled at each grade level or its equivalent in applying school only:  

Grade # of Males # of Females Grade Total   Grade # of Males # of Females Grade Total 

PreK 0 0 0   7 0 0 0 

K 30 29 59   8 0 0 0 

1 29 27 56   9 0 0 0 

2 28 21 49   10 0 0 0 

3 16 30 46   11 0 0 0 

4 18 33 51   12 0 0 0 

5 27 25 52   Other 0 0 0 

6 18 29 47     

  TOTAL STUDENTS IN THE APPLYING SCHOOL 360 
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6.    Racial/ethnic composition of the school: 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native 

 1 % Asian 

 7 % Black or African American 

 12 % Hispanic or Latino 

 0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

 78 % White 

 2 % Two or more races 

 100 % Total 

Only the seven standard categories should be used in reporting the racial/ethnic composition of your school. 
The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collecting, and Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S. Department 
of Education published in the October 19, 2007 Federal Register provides definitions for each of the seven 
categories.  

7.    Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the past year:    10   %  

This rate is calculated using the grid below.  The answer to (6) is the mobility rate.  

(1) Number of students who 
transferred to the school after 
October 1 until the 
end of the year. 

3 

(2) Number of students who 
transferred from the school after 
October 1 until the end of the 
year. 

30 

(3) Total of all transferred students 
[sum of rows (1) and (2)]. 

33 

(4) Total number of students in the 
school as of October 1. 

339 

(5) Total transferred students in 
row (3) 
divided by total students in row 
(4). 

0.097 

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied 
by 100. 

9.735 

8.    Limited English proficient students in the school:     0   %  

       Total number limited English proficient     1     

       Number of languages represented:    1    
       Specify languages:   

Spanish 
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9.    Students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:    2   %  

                         Total number students who qualify:     8     

If this method does not produce an accurate estimate of the percentage of students from low-income families, 
or the school does not participate in the free and reduced-price school meals program, specify a more accurate 
estimate, tell why the school chose it, and explain how it arrived at this estimate.  

10.  Students receiving special education services:     12   %  

       Total Number of Students Served:     42     

Indicate below the number of students with disabilities according to conditions designated in the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act.  Do not add additional categories. 

 0 Autism 1 Orthopedic Impairment 

 0 Deafness 0 Other Health Impaired 

 0 Deaf-Blindness 26 Specific Learning Disability 

 0 Emotional Disturbance 12 Speech or Language Impairment 

 2 Hearing Impairment 0 Traumatic Brain Injury 

 0 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness 

 0 Multiple Disabilities 1 Developmentally Delayed 

11.     Indicate number of full-time and part-time staff members in each of the categories below:  

  Number of Staff 

  Full-Time  Part-Time 

 Administrator(s)  3   1  

 Classroom teachers  30   3  

 Special resource teachers/specialists 1   1  

 Paraprofessionals 13   0  

 Support staff 4   5  

 Total number 51   10  

12.     Average school student-classroom teacher ratio, that is, the number of students in the school divided by 
the Full Time Equivalent of classroom teachers, e.g., 22:1    11    :1  
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13.  Show the attendance patterns of teachers and students as a percentage. Only middle and high schools 
need to supply dropout rates. Briefly explain in the Notes section any attendance rates under 95%, teacher 
turnover rates over 12%, or student dropout rates over 5%. 

  2007-2008
2006-
2007 

2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004

Daily student attendance 98% 97% 98% 97% 96% 

Daily teacher attendance 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 

Teacher turnover rate  12% 19% 26% 30% 20% 

Please provide all explanations below.  

Beginning in the 2006-2007 school year under the leadership of a new principal, hiring focused on teacher 
candidates whose educational philosophies more closely aligned with the school’s commitment to a 
philosophy of differentiated instruction. Since then, the school has seen more stability in teacher retention, 
which will continue with the current hiring practices in place as well as the administration’s renewed 
emphasis on professional growth and development. 

  

14. For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools).   

Show what the students who graduated in Spring 2008 are doing as of the Fall 2008.   

Graduating class size  0   
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university  0 % 
Enrolled in a community college  0 % 
Enrolled in vocational training  0 % 
Found employment  0 % 
Military service  0 % 
Other (travel, staying home, etc.)  0 % 
Unknown  0 % 
Total  100  % 
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PART III - SUMMARY  

 

Established in 1996, Holy Spirit Preparatory School promotes a classical college preparatory program of 
academic excellence and authentic Catholic faith formation for students in Preschool through High School. 
Students in Kindergarten through 6th grade are located on a multi-acre, newly refurbished campus. As a 
private Catholic School we serve students from all areas of Atlanta and surrounding communities. 

Holy Spirit Prep’s motto “Ministrare non ministrari”, quotes Jesus who said: “I have come to serve, not to be 
served.” This states our education goal which is at the heart of our school program. Each child is taught to 
recognize God as the center of their lives, and works to develop God-given gifts as fully as possible. Students 
learn to be drawn into selfless service to Him through their fellow human beings. 

360 students comprise Kindergarten through sixth grade. Our maximum class size of twenty allows students 
to receive personalization in their academic programs. Faculty and staff include 34 teachers, 13 
paraprofessionals, and other support staff. Administration consists of the Principal, Associate Principal, 
Student Success Director and Dean of Faculty. The Finance, Marketing, and Development departments are 
shared with the other campuses and are located offsite. 

Holy Spirit offers an academically challenging curriculum, comprised of high standards. Our Personalized 
Learning Program provides individual enrichment for students, while our Resource Program provides for 
students who need additional support. The rigorous curriculum is composed of core academic subjects, along 
with foreign language, fine arts, physical education, technology, enrichment, and sacramental preparation. 
Sixth grade students are prepared for their transfer to Junior High School through additional responsibilities 
and privileges, along with the opportunity to pursue Honors level studies in many academic areas. 

Student life is enriched through more than 30 school clubs, activities, and sports programs. Almost every 
student has participated in at least one of these programs, with 77% of the students playing in at least one 
school-sponsored sport during the 2007-08 school year. Students are taught to serve through grade level 
service projects, ranging from Kindergartners making sandwiches for the homeless to fifth graders working 
with children of the Solidarity Mission. 

Through the Parent Volunteer Association (PVA), parents answer the call to serve, as they support a multitude 
of educational as well as social activities. Science Day, Advent Night, All School Family Picnic, Field Day, 
and Fall Festival are some of the activities organized by the PVA. Each year, more than 85% of our parents 
volunteer their time and talents. 

Tuition covers 85% of operating costs with the remaining balance coming primarily from Annual Fund gifts 
and proceeds from our annual Spring Gala fundraiser. In 2007-08, Annual Fund gifts exceeded $250,000 and 
the Spring Gala raised $171,000. 

We are proud of our tradition of offering an education to a geographically, economically, and socially diverse 
population. Awarding financial aid to families in need continues to be at the very heart of our school’s 
mission. We have a generous tuition assistance program and award more than $640,000 each year to 
deserving families. 

In just 13 years our school has evolved from a fledgling elementary school to a dynamic learning community 
dually accredited by the Southern Association of Independent Schools and Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools. We are members of the Georgia Independent School Association, Georgia Middle School 
Association, National Catholic Education Association, and National Middle School Association. 
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Holy Spirit Preparatory School offers students unique educational and character formation opportunities in a 
vibrant faith-filled environment while involving our families both as partners in the educational process and as 
active members of our broader faith and social community.  
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PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS  

 

1.      Assessment Results:   

Holy Spirit Preparatory School takes the complete battery of the Stanford Achievement Test, Form TA 
(Stanford 9) in kindergarten through the sixth grade and the Otis-Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT) in the 
first, third, and fifth grades. Stanford 9 is a standardized test that allows year-to-year comparisons based on 
the “sameness” of tasks students must complete, procedures used to administer the test, and the methods used 
to score the test. The scores provide an “external” look at the performance of students independent of the 
school’s assessment of student learning. It is a norm-referenced test using norms from spring 2004. 

In contrast to the difficulty in comparing percentile ranks to determine growth or loss, scaled scores can be 
used to make such comparisons because the Stanford 9 raw score to scaled score conversions in each given 
area are identical at each level of the test. Additionally, each Stanford 9 subtest and content area total features 
a constant scaled score range, regardless of the grade tested, test level, or test form. This allows comparison of 
a given student’s and school’s achievement in a given subtest or content area total from year to year as well as 
over several years. 

The reading area total consists of two subtests: vocabulary and comprehension. Overall reading scores are 
consistent across the grades, with mean student scores in the 83rd to 91st percentile. In reviewing scaled 
scores in the reading area total over the past five years, one notices consistent and steady progress. In fact, 
there was only one modest loss in reading in the 5th grade in spring 2005 from the previous year. Otherwise, 
there have been strong gains year-to-year in reading across the grade levels. When one compares scores from 
the verbal section of the OLSAT with the reading scores on the Stanford 9 for grades one, three and five, it is 
evident that students’ reading scores are significantly higher than what might be expected. Student 
performance indicates that they are being challenged. Reading scores are consistently above archdiocesan 
norms. 

The math area total consists of problem solving and procedures. Overall math scores are consistent across the 
grades, with mean student scores in the 82nd to 87th percentile. In reviewing scaled scores in the math area 
total over the past five years, one notices modest and significant gains across the grade levels. There have 
been no losses in math during this five-year period. Cognitive abilities once again indicate that students 
perform at levels above the expected range. Math scores are consistently above the archdiocesan norms and 
indicate that the children are responding to a strong instructional program. 

A positive impact of the test results for the accelerated student is the participation in Duke University’s Talent 
Identification Program (TIP). Based on 3rd and 4th grade scores, 44% of students in grades four and five are 
qualified to participate in the program. 

As few as 4% and as many as 11% of the students in a given year have been assessed alternatively through the 
school’s resource program. While these students’ scores are not included in the assessment analysis above, the 
majority of their scores are consistently at or above the national average (50th percentile) in math and reading 
content area totals over the last five years. For example in 2007-2008, 93% of the 27 students who were 
assessed alternatively scored at or above the national average in total reading, and 85% of these 27 students 
scored at or above the national average in total math. Cognitive abilities indicate that the vast majority of 
these students perform at levels above the expected range.  

The testing website is www.pearsonassess.com 
  



09PV79P.doc    10  

2.      Using Assessment Results:   

Each year the teachers and administration review the Stanford test scores to help guide future instruction, 
professional development efforts, and to serve as a benchmark in the pursuit of continuous improvement. The 
test scores are reviewed by grade level and compared to the private school and Catholic school norms in each 
subject area. Grade level scores are also compared against the school’s running average for the past six years 
as a means of evaluating whether the program appears to be improving, weakening, or holding its own as our 
enrollment grows. 

In addition, scores of each individual student are longitudinally plotted in each test area (for as many years as 
there is data for that student) against the national norms to evaluate individual student progress and growth. 
Finally, we compare the individual student achievement scores on the Stanford with individual student ability 
scores on the Otis Lennon School Ability Test to ensure that each student is achieving at a level which is 
commensurate with his or her ability. 

Science has been one of the weakest areas school wide; therefore, it has been an area of focus for the past few 
years. Faculty in-service and meetings have been used to align the curriculum, as well as to discuss strategies 
to improve student learning. Full Option Science System (FOSS), a research based science curriculum was 
fully implemented across all grade levels this year. There also has been work to more fully integrate science 
throughout the school. Three years ago, an annual Science Day was implemented to stimulate students’ 
interest in science. The annual science fair provides an opportunity for students in the upper elementary 
grades to develop a hypothesis and work through the scientific processes in an experiment.  
  

3.      Communicating Assessment Results:   

Faculty and administration are involved in ongoing communication with parents, with a commitment to 
respond to parental concerns by the next business day, at the latest. Individual conferences with parents to 
address more serious academic concerns are also scheduled in a timely manner. Bimonthly grade-level 
Student Success Team (SST) meetings among teachers and administrators facilitate remediation plans for 
students who are struggling to achieve academic success. Edline, a web-based program, is used to provide 
parents with updates of weekly grade-level tests, projects, and assignments. Parents of students in grades three 
through six have access to their child’s grades on Edline at any time, with updated grades provided every 
Friday afternoon. Assessed student work is sent home every Thursday for parents to review. Parents are 
required to sign the folder and return it to school the next day to ensure that they are aware of their student’s 
progress. After-school tutorial is offered four days a week to students who benefit from extra support on an 
individual or group basis. 

Students in grades one through six receive progress reports at mid-quarter and report cards at the end of each 
quarter. Parents of students in kindergarten and pre-1st receive report cards and Personalized Learning Plans 
(PLPs) for their children three times a year at parent-teacher conferences. Parent-teacher conferences for the 
higher grades are held in the fall. Parents receive a copy of their child’s Personalized Learning Plan at the fall 
conference. Updated versions for their child are provided at the end of the school year. 

Standardized test scores are sent home at the end of the school year, with an invitation to parents to contact 
the Student Success Director if clarification is needed regarding their student’s test scores. 
  

4.      Sharing Success:   

With three distinct campuses, considerable emphasis is placed on communicating lower school successes to 
the other divisions, to the parent community, and to the community at large. 
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Administrative meetings are held monthly with the school president, division heads, and other key 
administrators there to share academic and extracurricular accomplishments. This same group meets once a 
month with the Parent Volunteer Association officers from the three divisions to plan and evaluate family 
events that unite the school community. 

Various resources are used to reach parents, faculty, alumni, grandparents and community members to share 
school successes. The Principal’s weekly newsletter highlights individual student achievement, including the 
honor roll lists every quarter, and keeps parents up to date on special events and advancements in the 
curriculum. Ministrare, a publication sent to the entire school community once a quarter, captures the 
successes of students and programs from all three campuses. Area newspapers often carry photos and 
descriptions of special events at the lower school. 

Teachers communicate grade level information via weekly newsletters that are sent home in students’ 
Thursday folders, and through newsletters posted on homeroom Edline pages. Posted on the all-school Web 
site is a community page dedicated to the communication of successes throughout the school, as well as a 
section devoted to Lower School curriculum, clubs offering enrichment opportunities, special events and 
student accomplishments.  A special e-mail address, news@holyspiritprep.org, was created for teachers and 
administrators to report any newsworthy projects or events.  

Faculty and administrators have represented the school in educational workshops, such as the Georgia 
Independent School Association Conference, by presenting effective pedagogical strategies to colleagues from 
other schools. The lower school has also hosted Gesell training for teachers in the Atlanta area.  
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION  

 

1.      Curriculum:   

Holy Spirit Preparatory School offers differentiated and challenging curricula at all grade levels. It is 
composed of high standards that encourage all students to reach their full potential. All curricula are centered 
on Catholic beliefs, and the faith is woven throughout all subject areas. Personalized learning is at the heart of 
Holy Spirit Prep’s instruction, for each child is looked upon as an individual. Along with the curriculum 
standards, students have goals specific to them as learners. Classroom teachers receive support to help ensure 
students have the necessary learning experiences to achieve their individual goals. 

Religion permeates all subjects and activities. Students grow and thrive in an environment where Catholic 
faith is at the center, providing them with a strong foundation for how they should live their lives. Religious 
concepts and doctrine are taught in the classroom, and through the Kids 4 Jesus Virtue Program, the 
sacraments, liturgical feast days, prayer, and service to others. Students learn about their faith, how to live it 
out in daily life, and, share it with others. 

The Language Arts program incorporates all aspects of literacy – reading, writing, listening, speaking and 
viewing. The workshop format is used for both reading and writing. Small group and individual instruction 
allow each student to read and write on their individual level and discover what books, genres, and topics they 
enjoy. Phonics, spelling, and grammar are all taught in context, enabling students to apply what they are 
learning, and see the meaning and purpose of these skills. 

Through Science, all students actively construct ideas using scientific inquiry, investigation, and analysis. 
This enables students to learn important science concepts, think critically, and fosters in them an appreciation 
for the importance of scientific processes. 

The Social Studies curriculum is focused on developing each student’s awareness of self and their place in 
this world. Students build an understanding and appreciation of the various places, people and cultures in our 
world. Geographic concepts are taught at all levels, with older students having an opportunity to participate 
yearly in the National Geographic Geography Bee. 

The Math curriculum works to fully engage all students in the understanding of mathematics through 
cooperative learning groups and independent work. Through the use of manipulatives and real life problems, 
students work to develop their mathematic reasoning and problem-solving skills. The curriculum progresses 
through Pre-Algebra in the sixth grade. 

The Spanish program is designed to facilitate communication in Spanish and to increase an understanding of 
different cultures. Students are encouraged to communicate in Spanish right from the start, and to practice 
interpreting, expressing and negotiating meaning through extensive and frequent peer interactions. The 
Spanish curriculum includes vocabulary, grammar and cultural study. 

The Fine Arts curriculum includes Music and Art. Art classes introduce students to varied art mediums, while 
encouraging creativity and self-expression. At every grade level, art history is integrated into the curriculum 
through the study of famous artists both past and present. Music classes introduce students to sacred and 
secular music, as well as drama and movement. Every student in every grade participates in a theatrical 
production each year. 
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The physical education program works to develop each student physically, mentally, and socially to the extent 
of their ability. The curriculum involves practices that are both instructionally and developmentally 
appropriate for students in kindergarten through sixth grade. Classes incorporate active participation, games, 
fitness, and the development of skills in a safe, supportive environment. 

The technology program not only strives to prepare students to use the tools of a modern electronic world, but 
also works to develop students’ organizational and strategic-thinking skills.  
  

2a. (Elementary Schools) Reading:   

The goal of the reading program is to create lifelong readers and a true appreciation for literature. Reading is 
taught using the Readers’ Workshop format, which provides students with an opportunity to read 
independently every day. It also provides teachers with ample time to work with individual students and 
students in small groups to meet each child’s needs. Students choose books that are on their individual reading 
level and are based on their own unique interests. They work independently and cooperatively to respond to 
and discuss books read. Throughout the school year, students encounter a wide variety of texts and learn to 
appreciate different genres and authors. 

Through the Rigby Literacy program, guided reading is used as needed in the primary grades. Small group 
work enables students to develop the necessary decoding skills to read fluently. Teachers in the primary 
grades are Orton-Gillingham trained and use this multi-sensory approach to teaching phonics skills and 
strategies. The reading comprehension strategies of proficient readers are a large part of the curriculum at 
each grade level and are modeled continuously throughout the school year. In the upper elementary grades, 
class novels and literature circles are used to foster a love of reading and to promote discussion skills. 
Through read alouds, shared reading, independent reading, and small group work, students expand their 
vocabulary, deepen their comprehension, and grow as readers. 

Reading is also used as an avenue for the students to grow as a community and to support one another. 
Through the Buddies Program, fourth graders read weekly with Kindergarteners, and third graders read 
monthly with pre-school students. Third through sixth grade students have the opportunity to work together 
on teams to read a variety of novels and compete in the annual Battle of the Books competition.  
  

2b. (Secondary Schools) English:   

     This question is for secondary schools only 

3.      Additional Curriculum Area:   

Science is integrated throughout many aspects of Holy Spirit Prep as students learn important science 
concepts and to think critically about how the world around them works. Full Option Science System (FOSS), 
a research based science curriculum developed at the University of California at Berkley, is used to provide 
meaningful science education for our students through exploration and investigation. The science curriculum 
encourages students at all grade levels to explore, investigate, inquire, and analyze. 

The science lab is used to further students’ appreciation and understanding of science and how it connects to 
their everyday lives. The lab is home to many animals, including hundreds of horseshoe crabs, which are part 
of a grant-funded study through the University of Georgia to gather data on the growth parameters of 
horseshoe crabs. Students also use a trail on our campus to study plants in their natural habitat. Recently, 
students worked on a project with the city of Sandy Springs to name a creek that flows through school 
property near the trail. 
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Students also experience science in its natural setting on a variety of overnight field trips. Fifth graders 
journey to Elachee to deepen their understanding of life science. There they classify trees using dichotomous 
keys, wade in streams collecting larva, and navigate the Elachee hiking course. Sixth graders visit Skidaway 
Island, an undeveloped island off the coast of Georgia, to study oceanography along estuaries, salt marshes, 
and tidal zones. 

Science Day is an annual event designed to stimulate students’ interest in science. Parents volunteer their time 
to present different elements to students in an engaging, hands-on way. The annual science fair provides an 
opportunity for students in the upper elementary grades to develop a hypothesis and work through the 
scientific processes in an experiment.  
  

4.      Instructional Methods:   

Holy Spirit Prep’s goal is to reach all students at their level; therefore, differentiated instruction is a major 
strategy utilized by all teachers. Students are taught in whole group settings, small groups, pairs, and 
individually, based on their needs for the particular concept or skill. Different learning styles are addressed 
through various teaching strategies. Cooperative learning groups are used to foster communication skills as 
well as teamwork. Differentiated assessment is also used to ensure all students have a fair opportunity to 
display their learning. A resource teacher works individually with students in need of extra assistance. 

Orton-Gillingham’s multi-sensory techniques for teaching phonics and reading are used by the resource and 
primary teachers to meet the needs of students with reading difficulties. Through individual reading and 
writing conferences, students receive one-on-one guidance and feedback from their teacher, enabling students 
to reach their full potential. Manipulatives and real-life problem solving situations facilitate students’ 
understanding and application of mathematical skills. Through laptops and Smart Boards, students make use 
of their technology skills to further understand other subject areas. 

Holy Spirit Prep also uses an interdisciplinary approach, connecting all curricular areas for maximal learning 
experiences. Students annually experience an Interdisciplinary Day, with a particular theme, such as the 
Renaissance or the Olympics, which is then carried throughout the year. Drama is an avenue that is used to 
connect various curricular areas, through plays that address religion, language arts, social studies, and fine arts 
standards. All grade levels take field trips that are tied to the curriculum standards, such as the third grade who 
attends Journey Through Justice, where they conduct a mock trial to learn about our country’s judicial 
system.  
  

5.      Professional Development:   

Professional development and growth is a priority and highly valued at Holy Spirit Prep. Educators are 
provided with many opportunities- on and off campus- to attend professional development workshops and 
participate in continuing education programs. 

On campus, teachers have many opportunities to further their educational knowledge and growth as 
professionals. Holy Spirit is approved by the Georgia Professional Standards Commission to provide courses 
where teachers can earn Professional Learning Units for Georgia Teaching Certificate renewal. Study Groups, 
facilitated by the Director of Student Success, are one way for teachers to earn Professional Learning Units 
during the school year. These groups present an opportunity for teachers to reflect upon, review, and integrate 
new thinking into their classroom instruction. Study groups lead to new thinking and allow teachers to see 
each other as experts through discussions of additional possibilities for implementing instructional practices. 
Mini-workshops on applicable topics for our teachers, such as Writers Workshop and Literature Circles, are 
offered on campus as well. 
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Each grade-level team has the opportunity to share new insights and understandings with colleagues during 
faculty meetings. These presentations of best practices ensure all are informed of current educational research 
and trends. In addition to coming together to learn, the administration selects research-based, professional 
books for teachers to read over the summer. Information in the text is referenced and used throughout the 
following school year. 

Fund-raising and parent donations have created a large sum of money that is used to fund off-campus 
professional development and continuing education for teachers. Every teacher receives money to use for 
conferences, workshops, or advanced degrees. All are encouraged to attend courses to further their 
educational knowledge and skills. Many teachers have used this money to attend Orton-Gillingham training, 
the National Conference on Differentiation Instruction, and for graduate school courses.  
  

6.      School Leadership:   

Administrative leadership at the lower school includes the Principal, the Associate Principal, the Dean of 
Faculty, (on campus two days a week), and the Student Success Director, who provides instructional support 
to teachers and assists in the development of students’ Personalized Learning Plans. The School President and 
the Business Manager, both located on the upper school campus, provide additional support. The school’s 
collaborative leadership model is one of shared vision and decision-making to encourage contributions from 
faculty and staff and to develop teacher leaders. From this structure a sense of community and a commitment 
to excellence have developed throughout the school, with teachers and staff who model the virtues of their 
faith. Concrete examples of the contributions our faculty have made are evident in the programs selected after 
extensive research into meeting the needs of individual learners: Reader’s Workshop, Writer’s Workshop, 
Sitton Spelling, and Everyday Mathematics, all of which offer differentiated instruction. Decision-making is 
shared among administrators and grade-level teachers at bi-monthly Student Success Team (SST) meetings 
and at faculty meetings. A study of students’ scores on Stanford testing resulted in the formation of teacher-
led committees in the areas of mathematics, science, study skills and interdisciplinary learning, with 
recommendations that were shared school-wide. Faculty meetings are devoted to differentiated instruction, 
focusing this year on the best practices of faculty in the areas of performance assessment and gender 
differences. Once a month teachers meet with grade-level colleagues to address issues and challenges 
pertaining to their specific age group of students. 

Administrators practice an open-door policy with both faculty and parents, resulting in improvements to 
classroom procedures, and in areas that have ranged from more nutritious student lunches to safer carpool 
procedures. 
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PART VI - PRIVATE SCHOOL ADDENDUM  

 

1.      Private school association:    Catholic     

2.      Does the school have nonprofit, tax exempt (501(c)(3)) status?    Yes    X     No  

3.      What are the 2007-2008 tuition rates, by grade? (Do not include room, board, or fees.)  

 
$14051 

K 
 

$14051 
1st 

 
$14051 

2nd 
 

$14051 
3rd 

 
$14051 

4th 
 

$14051 
5th 

   

 
$14051 

6th 
 

$0 
7th 

 
$0 
8th 

 
$0 
9th 

 
$0 

10th 
 

$0 
11th 

   

 
$0 

12th 
 

$0 
Other 

            

4.      What is the educational cost per student?  $   13211          (School budget divided by enrollment)  

5.      What is the average financial aid per student?  $   2819     

6.      What percentage of the annual budget is devoted to scholarship assistance and/or tuition reduction? 
         23   %  

7.      What percentage of the student body receives scholarship assistance, including tuition reduction? 
         37   %  
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS  

ASSESSMENTS REFERENCED AGAINST NATIONAL NORMS  

Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  1   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt, Inc   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  89 82 85 89 94 

Number of students tested  50 38 30 30 25 

Percent of total students tested  96 97 97 94 86 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 2 1 1 2 4 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  4 3 3 6 14 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  5 2 2 2 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 1 1 0 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  7 3 3 1 1 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 1 1 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Reading   Grade:  1   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  90 85 88 95 95 

Number of students tested  50 38 30 30 25 

Percent of total students tested  96 97 97 94 86 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 2 1 1 2 4 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  4 3 3 6 14 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  5 2 2 2 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 1 1 0 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  7 0 3 1 1 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 1 1 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  2   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  85 81 88 88 93 

Number of students tested  42 38 32 30 25 

Percent of total students tested  93 95 97 94 100 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 3 2 1 2 0 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  7 5 3 6 0 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  2 2 1 1 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  0 1 2 0 2 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  3 7 1 4 1 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  0 1 1 0 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Reading   Grade:  2   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  84 83 88 88 87 

Number of students tested  42 38 32 30 25 

Percent of total students tested  93 95 97 94 100 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 3 2 1 2 0 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  7 5 3 6 0 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  2 2 1 1 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  0 1 2 0 2 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  3 7 1 4 1 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  0 1 1 0 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  3   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  85 84 84 89 84 

Number of students tested  42 37 35 26 24 

Percent of total students tested  91 95 97 96 100 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 4 2 1 1 0 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  9 5 3 4 0 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  4 1 2 0 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 2 0 2 2 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  8 3 5 2 2 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 0 0 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Reading   Grade:  3   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  86 83 87 86 87 

Number of students tested  42 37 35 26 24 

Percent of total students tested  91 95 97 96 100 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 4 2 1 1 0 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  9 5 3 4 0 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  4 1 2 0 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 2 0 2 2 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  8 3 5 2 2 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 0 0 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  4   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  80 84 80 85 83 

Number of students tested  36 36 26 32 29 

Percent of total students tested  90 90 93 100 97 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 4 4 2 0 1 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  10 10 7 0 3 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  2 2 0 1 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 2 1 0 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  3 6 3 3 1 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  0 0 0 0 2 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Reading   Grade:  4   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  82 86 85 81 84 

Number of students tested  36 36 26 32 29 

Percent of total students tested  90 90 93 100 97 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 4 4 2 0 1 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  10 10 7 0 3 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  2 2 0 1 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 2 1 0 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  3 6 3 3 1 

 

4. Mult-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  0 0 0 0 2 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  5   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  85 85 79 87 88 

Number of students tested  36 30 34 31 16 

Percent of total students tested  86 83 94 97 89 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 6 6 2 1 2 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  14 17 6 3 11 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  2 1 2 1 2 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  0 2 1 0 1 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  6 2 3 2 1 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 0 2 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Reading   Grade:  5   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  85 85 79 84 84 

Number of students tested  36 30 34 31 16 

Percent of total students tested  86 83 94 97 89 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 6 6 2 1 2 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  14 17 6 3 11 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  2 1 2 1 2 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  0 2 1 0 1 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  6 2 3 2 1 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 0 2 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  6   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  85 84 84 91 85 

Number of students tested  44 36 35 17 28 

Percent of total students tested  85 90 97 89 93 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 8 4 1 2 2 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  15 10 3 11 7 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  3 3 4 3 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  2 1 0 1 0 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  4 3 4 1 2 

 

4. Mulit-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 2 0 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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Subject:  Reading   Grade:  6   Test:  Stanford Achievement Test   

Edition/Publication Year:  Ninth/1996   Publisher:  Harcourt   

Scores are reported here as: Percentiles  

 2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

 Testing month  Apr Mar Feb Mar Mar 

SCHOOL SCORES 

Average Score  86 90 86 89 91 

Number of students tested  44 36 35 17 28 

Percent of total students tested  85 90 97 89 93 

Number of studentds alternatively assessed 8 4 1 2 2 

Percent of students alternatively assessed  15 10 3 11 7 

 

SUBGROUP SCORES 

1. African American(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  3 3 4 3 1 

 

2. Asian(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  2 1 0 1 0 

 

3. Hispanic/Latino(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  4 3 4 1 2 

 

4. Multi-Racial(specify group)  

Average Score      

Number of students tested  1 0 2 0 0 
 

If the reports use scaled scores, provide the national mean score and standard deviation for the test. 

  2007-2008 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 

NATIONAL MEAN SCORE       

NATIONAL STANDARD DEVIATION      
 

Notes:   
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