2016 MSAP Competition - Frequently Asked Questions
21.
If the applicant did not submit the Intent to Apply form by the May 9th deadline, is it still eligible to submit an application?


22.
 Are charter schools eligible to apply?


23.
Can an LEA submit an application as part of a consortium and submit a separate application on its own?


24.
Is an applicant required to address the competitive preference priorities?


25.
Where can I find resources to help me with my Voluntary Desegregation Plan?


36.
Where can I find information about allowable and unallowable uses of funds?


37.
Can application writing be included as a budget line item?


38.
Can pre-K be included in our magnet program?


39.
Is construction an allowable use of funds?


310.
Is transportation an allowable use of funds for the FY 2016 grant award?


311. 
If a school district does not have a desegregation plan, can it apply for MSAP funds?


312.
For voluntary desegregation plans, what is sufficient for “evidence of school board approval or evidence of other official adoption of the plan”?


413.
What are the minimum elements needed for a voluntary desegregation plan?


414. 
Does the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) apply to this FY 2016 MSAP grant award competition?


415. 
What are the implications for carrying out an MSAP award that will fund the entire project period of the grant, budget periods one through three, rather than just the first budget period?


416.
How should an applicant respond to Competitive Preference Priority 5—Supporting Strategies for which there is Evidence of Promise and the embedded Invitational Priority—Racial and Socioeconomic Evidence of Promise?


417. 
Can an applicant address the invitational priority for Socioeconomic Integration without submitting studies demonstrating evidence of promise?


518.
Are planning activities an allowable use of MSAP funds?


519.
In demonstrating strong theory under sub-factor 4 of the “Quality of Project Design” selection criterion, are applicants expected to provide separate logic models for the LEA (or consortia of LEAs) and each of the proposed schools?


520. 
Should voluntary desegregation plans indicate that they meet Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Title V, Part C and Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Title IV Part D?


521.
What constitutes a significantly revised magnet program (Competitive Preference Priority 2)?




1.
If the applicant did not submit the Intent to Apply form by the May 9th deadline, is it still eligible to submit an application?

Yes.

2.
 Are charter schools eligible to apply?

If a charter school is a Local Educational Agency (LEA), then it is eligible to apply both on its own behalf and as a part of a consortium of LEAs.  In addition, an LEA is permitted to apply for MSAP funds for a charter school that is a part of the LEA.

3.
Can an LEA submit an application as part of a consortium and submit a separate application on its own?

Yes.   An LEA may submit an application for MSAP funds as part of a consortium and separately to support its own project.  If both of the applications are selected for funding, the funded activities and resources under the projects may not overlap.  In addition, the combined total amount of MSAP funds the LEA receives (directly or as a part of the consortium), may not exceed $4,000,000 per grant year.

4.
Is an applicant required to address the competitive preference priorities?

An applicant is not required to address the competitive preference priorities.  However, an applicant is eligible to receive up to 5 additional points for each competitive preference priority (up to 25 points total) it addresses.  Therefore, applicants that adequately address these priorities may increase their likelihood of being funded.
5.
Where can I find resources to help me with my Voluntary Desegregation Plan?

You can find copies of funded applications in the FOIA Reading Room (http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/foia/readingroom_oii.html).   Many of these include Voluntary Desegregation Plans.

You can also contact your regional Equity Assistance Center for assistance (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/equitycenters/contacts.html).

Please also refer to Guidance on the Voluntary Use of Race to Achieve Diversity and Avoid Racial Isolation in Elementary and Secondary Schools (http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/guidance-ese-201111.pdf). 

6.
Where can I find information about allowable and unallowable uses of funds?

Please refer to the regulations in 34 CFR 280.40, 34 CFR 280.41, 34 CFR 75.530 and 2 CFR Part 200, subpart E, Cost Principles, as well as the Magnet Schools Assistance Program Act, Sec. 5307 Use of Funds, Sec. 5308 Prohibition, and Sec. 5309 Limitations (http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg65.html).

7.
Can application writing be included as a budget line item?

No.  The costs of writing the grant application cannot be directly charged to the MSAP grant.
8.
Can pre-K be included in our magnet program?

If an applicant’s  State law includes pre-K in the definition of public elementary school or public elementary education center, then the applicant may include pre-K as part of its magnet program (34 CFR 77.1).

9.
Is construction an allowable use of funds?

Funds may not be used for construction.  However, “minor remodeling” may be allowable if it is customary, reasonable, and necessary, and meets the purposes of the MSAP.  Minor remodeling may include the extension of utility lines, such as water and electricity, from points beyond the confines of the space in which the minor remodeling is undertaken but within the confines of the previously completed building.  Minor remodeling does not include building construction, structural alterations to buildings, building maintenance, or repairs (34 CFR 77.1).  

10.
Is transportation an allowable use of funds for the FY 2016 grant award?

No.  Funds may not be used for transportation. Sec. 5308 of MSAP Statute states that grants “may not be used for transportation or any activity that does not augment academic improvement.” 

11. 
If a school district does not have a desegregation plan, can it apply for MSAP funds?

Sec. 5304 of the MSAP Statute defines eligibility.  In order to be eligible to apply for MSAP funds, a school district must submit a desegregation plan as a part of its application.  The desegregation plan may be a required plan, e.g., a court-ordered plan, or a voluntary plan that the district has adopted, or will adopt and implement if assistance is made available, that is “adequate under Title VI.”   The Office for Civil Rights, will determine whether an LEA’s voluntary plan is “adequate under Title VI.” 

12.
For voluntary desegregation plans, what is sufficient for “evidence of school board approval or evidence of other official adoption of the plan”?

As described in 34 CFR 280.20(f)(2) the school board resolution or other evidence of final official action may be either a school board resolution or other evidence of final official action adopting and implementing the plan, or agreeing to adopt and implement it upon the award of assistance under this part. Some examples of other evidence have included meeting agenda or minutes from the school board meeting adopting the plan or copies of the plan signed by officials with the authority to bind the district.

13.
What are the minimum elements needed for a voluntary desegregation plan?

Each district submitting a voluntary desegregation plan must propose a definition of minority group isolation and clearly articulate a plan to reduce, eliminate, or prevent that minority group isolation at the proposed MSAP-funded schools and/or at feeder schools for those funded magnet schools. The Office for Civil Rights reviews each proposed plan on a case-by-case basis to determine whether it is “adequate under” Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin.
14. 
Does the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) apply to this FY 2016 MSAP grant award competition?

No.
15. 
What are the implications for carrying out an MSAP award that will fund the entire project period of the grant, budget periods one through three, rather than just the first budget period?
FY 2016 MSAP funds will be awarded to grantees for all three years of the MSAP project.  We anticipate funding 8-10 grants with FY 2016 funds. Grantees will be responsible for annually demonstrating substantial progress on approved grant activities.
16.
How should an applicant respond to Competitive Preference Priority 5—Supporting Strategies for which there is Evidence of Promise and the embedded Invitational Priority—Racial and Socioeconomic Evidence of Promise?
The invitational priority for Racial and Socioeconomic Evidence of Promise is embedded within the competitive preference priority for evidence of promise to encourage applicants to consider providing evidence of promise surrounding racial and socioeconomic integration. Please see the notes in the NIA and Application Package for more details about the Department’s guidance on how to report this information. 

17. 
Can an applicant address the invitational priority for Socioeconomic Integration without submitting studies demonstrating evidence of promise?

Yes. An applicant may choose to propose a magnet program that increases racial integration by taking socioeconomic diversity into account that is not supported by evidence of promise; however, in order to be considered for additional points, the applicant must address competitive preference priority 5 for evidence of promise. 
18.
Are planning activities an allowable use of MSAP funds?

Yes. Sec. 5307 of the MSAP Statute indicates that funds may be used for planning activities that are directly related to the development, expansion, continuation, or enhancement of academic programs and services offered at magnet schools. While MSAP funds may be used to plan magnet programs, Sec. 5309 of the Magnet Statute indicates that no more than 50% of funds received in the first year of the grant may be used for planning; and no more than 15% in the second and third years of the grant.  Therefore, if an applicant intends to use MSAP funds for planning purposes, it should be clearly stated in the program budget.

19.
In demonstrating strong theory under sub-factor 4 of the “Quality of Project Design” selection criterion, are applicants expected to provide separate logic models for the LEA (or consortia of LEAs) and each of the proposed schools?
Applicants should ensure that their logic models demonstrate how the proposed resources and activities of the project lead to the intended outputs, outcomes, and goals and how these elements align with the LEA’s (or consortia of LEA’s) overarching outcomes and goals. Applicants have the discretion to determine how best to capture this information in a logic model.
For more information about logic models, please review the notes within the FY 2016 MSAP Application Packet 

http://innovation.ed.gov/what-we-do/parental-options/magnet-school-assistance-program-msap/fy-2016-competition/ 
Additionally, please review the Pre-Application Webinar on Logic Models

http://www.msapcenter.com/2016MSAPGrantCompetition.aspx 

20. 
Should voluntary desegregation plans indicate that they meet Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Title V, Part C and Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Title IV Part D?
The FY 2016 MSAP grant competition is being awarded under ESEA as amended by NCLB, not the ESEA as amended by ESSA. 

21.
What constitutes a significantly revised magnet program (Competitive Preference Priority 2)?
If the project includes schools with a revised magnet program, applicants should describe the nature of the change that is being made to the magnet school program at the school (some examples would be:  expansion of a program from a within school program serving 50 students to a whole school program serving 400 students; adding medical sciences within the school to complement other within school programs and serve a greater total number of students; upgrade the thematic curriculum to maintain program attractiveness; replace the existing magnet program, etc.).

 

Additionally, applicants should explain the significance of the revision to the magnet school.  Relevant information might include, for example, discussion of the diminishing effectiveness of the existing program; what would be accomplished or achieved as a result of the revision to the magnet program; the expected benefits or effects that would result from implementation of the revision; the need, if appropriate, to expand a within school program to a whole program; etc.

1

