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1.
If the applicant did not submit the Intent to Apply form by the January 30 deadline, is it still eligible to submit an application?

Yes.

2.
 Are charter schools eligible to apply?

If a charter school is a Local Educational Agency (LEA), then it is eligible to apply both on its own behalf and as a part of a consortium of LEAs.  In addition, an LEA is permitted to apply for MSAP funds for a charter school that is a part of the LEA.

3.
Can the same LEA submit an application as part of a consortium and submit a separate application on its own?

Yes.   An LEA may submit an application for MSAP funds as part of a consortium and separately to support its own project.  If both of the applications are selected for funding, the funded activities and resources under the projects may not overlap.  In addition, the combined total amount of MSAP funds the LEA receives (directly or as a part of the consortium), may not exceed $4,000,000 per year.

4.
Is an applicant required to address the competitive preference priorities?

An applicant is not required to address the competitive preference priorities.  However, an applicant is eligible to receive up to 10 additional points for each competitive preference priority (up to 40 points total) it addresses.  Therefore, applicants that adequately address these priorities may increase their likelihood of being funded.

5.
How will the competitive preference priority for STEM education be evaluated?

In order to be eligible to receive points under this priority, the magnet school must include each of the four STEM components:  Science, Technology, Engineering AND Math.  Applicants must propose at least one STEM school to be eligible to earn all 10 points, depending on how well they address each of the sub-factors under this priority.

6.
Where can I find resources to help me with my Voluntary Desegregation Plan?

You can find copies of funded applications in the FOIA Reading Room (http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/foia/readingroom_oii.html).   Many of these include Voluntary Desegregation Plans.

You can also contact your regional Equity Assistance Center for assistance (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/equitycenters/contacts.html).

Please also refer to Guidance on the Voluntary Use of Race to Achieve Diversity and Avoid Racial Isolation in Elementary and Secondary Schools (http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/guidance-ese-201111.pdf). 

7.
Where can I find information about allowable and unallowable uses of funds?

Please refer to the regulations in 34 CFR 280.40, 34 CFR 280.41 and 34 CFR 75.530, as well as the Magnet Schools Assistance Program Act, Sec. 5307 Use of Funds, Sec. 5308 Prohibition, and Sec. 5309 Limitations (http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg65.html).

Please also refer to the Cost Principles in OMB Circular A-87 (http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars_a087_2004). 

8.
Can application writing be included as a budget line item?

No.  The costs of writing the grant application cannot be directly charged to the MSAP grant.

9.
Can pre-K be included in our magnet program?

If an applicant’s  State law includes pre-K in the definition of public elementary school or public elementary education center, then the applicant may include pre-K as part of its magnet program (34 CFR 77.1).

10.
Is construction an allowable use of funds?

Funds may not be used for construction.  However, “minor remodeling” may be allowable if it is customary, reasonable, and necessary, and meets the purposes of the MSAP.  Minor remodeling may include the extension of utility lines, such as water and electricity, from points beyond the confines of the space in which the minor remodeling is undertaken but within the confines of the previously completed building.  Minor remodeling does not include building construction, structural alterations to buildings, building maintenance, or repairs (34 CFR 77.1).  

11.
If a school district does not have a desegregation plan, can it apply for MSAP funds?

Sec. 5304 of the MSAP Statute defines eligibility.  In order to be eligible to apply for MSAP funds, a school district must submit a desegregation plan as a part of its application.  The desegregation plan may be a required plan, e.g., a court-ordered plan, or a voluntary plan that the district has adopted, or will adopt and implement if assistance is made available, that is “adequate under Title VI.”   The Office for Civil Rights, will determine whether an LEA’s voluntary plan is “adequate under Title VI.” 

12.
For voluntary desegregation plans, what is sufficient for “evidence of school board approval or evidence of other official adoption of the plan”?

As described in 34 CFR 280.20(f)(2) the school board resolution or other evidence of final official action may be either a school board resolution or other evidence of final official action adopting and implementing the plan, or agreeing to adopt and implement it upon the award of assistance under this part. Some examples of other evidence have included meeting agenda or minutes from the school board meeting adopting the plan or copies of the plan signed by officials with the authority to bind the district.

13.
What are the minimum elements needed for a voluntary desegregation plan?

Each district submitting a voluntary desegregation plan must propose a definition of minority group isolation and clearly articulate a plan to reduce, eliminate, or prevent that minority group isolation at the proposed MSAP-funded schools and/or at feeder schools for those funded magnet schools. The Office for Civil Rights reviews each proposed plan on a case-by-case basis to determine whether it is “adequate under” Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin.
