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	Applicant
	Texarkana Arkansas School District

	PR Award #
	U165A130055


	School District 
	Texarkana Arkansas School District

	State
	Arkansas 


	Project Title/Name
	Texarkana Leadership & Entrepreneurship through the Arts and Design (Texarkana LEAD) Project



	Contact
Title 
	Gwen Adams
Project Director

Phone
870.772.3371
Fax
870.773.2602
Email
Gwen.Adams@tasd7.net 


	Grant Award Amount
	Total:  $9,889,446 over 3 years

· Year 1 $3,142,066
· Year 2 $3,515,699
· Year 3 $3,231,681


	School and Grades Served
	Theme

	Trice Elementary Magnet School (K-4)
	Renaissance, STEM through the Arts and Financial Literacy

	Union Elementary Magnet School (K-4)
	Da Vinci, STEM through the Arts and Financial Literacy

	Kilpatrick Elementary Magnet School (K-4)
	Biomedical Engineering, STEM through the Arts and Financial Literacy

	Fairview Elementary Magnet School (K-4)
	Aerospace and Pre-Engineering, STEM through the Arts and Financial Literacy

	College Hill Magnet Middle School (5-6)
	Design, STEM through the Arts and Financial Literacy

	North Heights Magnet Junior High School (7-8)
	Entrepreneurial Leadership, STEM through the Arts and Financial Literacy


Project Description:

Texarkana Leadership & Entrepreneurship through the Arts and Design (Texarkana LEAD) Project, incorporating project-based learning with the tenets of being College and Career Ready from the Common Core standards. Building on the highly successful Advanced Placement (AP) program already in place at Arkansas High School, three concepts undergird the learning within this K-8 magnet strand: social equity, environmental integrity, and economic vitality. The thread that weaves throughout all six schools, and makes this a viable Entrepreneurial magnet strand, is Financial Literacy. Economics and finance lessons emphasize analysis and critical thinking that are essential to making good decisions. Capitalizing on the high interest of the arts, students will use the arts to develop strong science and math literacy through project-based learning in the elementary years, which will then scaffold through the middle and junior high years. Team building, service learning, and citizenship will be key elements as students hone their skills as young entrepreneurs, enabling them to take higher level AP courses when they move on to Arkansas High.

The statutory purposes relative to the MSAP objectives are an integral part of this magnet project. A cohesive reform plan for improving academic achievement is apparent in the flow of STEM curriculum and instruction from kindergarten through eighth grade. These innovative themes seamlessly lay the foundation for Advanced Placement by taking elementary, middle, and junior high school students into pre-AP course work. It is so important that this Texarkana, Arkansas Magnet project be funded because there is little or no support provided from local or state sources for this educational revitalization effort.
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