Magnet Schools Assistance Program Project Abstract

FY 2013 Competition

	Applicant
	School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties

	PR Award #
	U165A130095


	School District 
	School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties

	State
	South Carolina


	Project Title/Name
	Project ACCESS (Academics + Choice + Careers + Environment = Student Success)


	Contact 

Title


	Sara Wheeler
Project Director

Phone
803.476.3012
Fax
803.476.3020
Email
swheeler@lexrich5.org 


	Grant Award Amount
	Total:  $10,309,835 over 3 years

· Year 1 $3,990,500
· Year 2 $3,363,372
· Year 3 $2,955,963


	School and Grades Served
	Theme

	Dutch Fork Elementary Academy for Environmental Science  (K-5)
	Environmental Science 

	Seven Oaks Elementary MEDIA Magnet  (K-5)
	Mass Communication, Engagement, Digital Media, Interactive Learning, Academics

	The International Academic Magnet at Irmo Middle School  (6-8)
	International Studies, Leadership, Communication, Fine Arts and Entrepreneurship

	Irmo International High School for the Arts  (9-12)
	Arts and Global Studies

	Spring Hill High School (9-12)

(Five Magnet Academies)
	Engineering, Entrepreneurship, Entertainment, Environmental Studies, and Exercise Science


Project Description:

School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties outside Columbia, South Carolina, will use $10,309,835 in MSAP funds over the three-year grant period to launch Project ACCESS (Academics + Choice + Careers + Environment = Student Success). The goal of Project ACCESS is to expand student and parental choice and reduce the isolation of African-American students while enabling all students to pursue rigorous, engaging programs of study that meet challenging academic standards and provide preparation for college and careers. The five participating schools promote a continuum of learning across K-12 grade levels:
1. Dutch Fork Elementary Academy for Environmental Science will serve a total of 600 students (83 additional seats) through hands-on studies of earth, water, and space.
2. Seven Oaks Elementary MEDIA Magnet will serve a total of 562 students (120 additional seats) in grades K-5 through a MEDIA (Mass Communication. Engagement. Digital Media. Interactive Learning. Academics.) magnet designed to foster a range of content and digital literacies among students.
3. The International Academic Magnet at Irmo Middle School will serve 1,163 students in grades 6-8 through expeditionary learning approaches structured to develop competencies in leadership, communication, fine arts, and entrepreneurship within the international community.
4. Irmo International High School for the Arts will offer 1,833 students in grades 9-12 (100 additional students) a rigorous, standards-based curriculum that challenges students intellectually and creatively through arts-infused learning embedded in a global approach.
5. Spring Hill High School, an all-magnet high school, will serve 1,300 students by Year 3 in grades 9-12 through five magnet academies: Engineering, Entrepreneurship, Entertainment, Environmental Studies, and Exercise Science.

LR5 has selected these schools to address the increasing minority group isolation of African-American students at the sites and to respond to the call for innovative, engaging magnet education from students and parents across our district. Each school has designed a comprehensive plan to embed its magnet theme into the fabric of the school. The district and all schools have established the following objectives for Project ACCESS:
1. Promote diversity by reducing and preventing minority group isolation.

2. Increase student achievement by implementing rigorous, focused programs of study that provide personalized, innovative, theme-based instruction to provide all students the opportunity to meet challenging core content standards and academic achievement standards.

3. Develop connections between students, parents, and teachers and their school, community, and global environments.

4. Build the capacity, including professional development, to continue operating magnet schools at a high performance level after the Federal funding has ended.

Core activities for Project ACCESS include:
1. Coordinated marketing and recruitment campaign;
2. Systemic reforms in instructional practice and delivery methods;

3. Professional development for teachers and leaders to increase content knowledge, theme integration, and instruction; and

4. Transformation and expansion of learning environments to include field-based, project-based tasks that encompass the globe and that prepare students for college and careers.
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