IMPROVING LITERACY THROUGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES (LSL)
Abstracts – 2009 Funded Grant Applications by State

Alaska

S364A090050

Kuspuk School District

#1 Boundary Avenue

Aniak, AK 99557

Cheryl Jerabek

(907) 675-4250 ext. 121

Recommended Grant: $453,404.00

The Kuspuk School District (KSD) is located in Southwestern Alaska and consists of ten schools spread over 12,000 square miles among eight rural villages along the Kuskokwin River.   Kuspuk School District welcomes the opportunity to enhance student literacy development and support the purposes of the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries grant initiative purposes by improving literacy skills and academic achievement of students by providing students with 1) increased access to up-to-date school library materials; 2) a well-equipped, technologically advanced school library media center; 3) and hiring a well-trained, professionally certified school library media specialist.
S364A090038

Yukon Flats School District

123 Hill St.

Ft. Yukon, Alaska 99740

William Walz

907-662-2515

Recommended Grant: $299,479.00
Yukon Flats School District covers 59,000 square miles in remote Alaska’s interior.

Ninety-two percent of the district’s 300 students are Gwitchin and Koyukon Athabascans or

Inupiaq Natives. There are eight schools in the district. Ft. Yukon is the largest school with a PreK through12 enrollment of approximately 125 students, 97% being Alaska Natives. The other schools in remote villages have from 10 to 45 students. Project activities will include extended

library hours for reading skill development, family reading nights, and professional development

to help teachers and the school library media specialists learn about how library resource materials can support development of reading skills and increase academic achievement. Outcomes will include greater use of library resources, increased reading skills and improved student achievement.

Arizona

S364A090417

Ecadamie High School

417 N. 16th Street

Phoenix, AZ 85006

Bonnie Hester

(602) 296-8674

Recommended Grant: $238,118.00

Ecademie High School is a charter school located at two sites in an economically disadvantaged

neighborhood of urban Phoenix, Arizona.  Improving Literacy Through School Libraries funding will be used to improve a school media center staffed by a certified teacher-librarian and acquire print and non-print collections that encourage the love of reading and that correlate with curriculum needs and state standards.  Funding will also be used to acquire media materials to support family literacy, create a library/literary committee of principals, teachers, librarian and parents to find ways to engage other parents and the community and implement interactive family activities including monthly workshops for young parents.  The project will serve 325 Ecademie Students in grades 9-12 as well as some family members.  

S364A090312

Santa Cruz County Regional School District #99

3241 N. Grand Avenue

Nogales, AZ 85621

Alfredo Velasquez

(520) 375-7940

Recommended Grant: $381,931.00

The Pimeria Alta Literacy and Learning Library (PAL³) Project will serve about 250 students, including a core student group of at-risk students and students who cycle in to access special programs, such as credit recovery classes. Over sixty percent of the at-risk students come to Pimeria Alta directly from the County Juvenile Detention Center. The remainder includes drop-outs, students who were expelled, or students under long-term suspension from their home school.  Specific project goals are to: 1) Increase student reading skills and academic achievement; 2) Enhance library resources and technology; 3) Improve support for student achievement by providing for highly qualified staff; 4) Improve student access to the school library by providing for extended hours, including evenings, weekends and summer hours; and 5) Support student achievement through staff collaboration.

Arkansas
S364A090588

Blytheville

405 West Park Street

Blytheville, AR 72315

Sandy Hughey
(870) 762-2053

Recommended Grant: $302,600.00

Blytheville Public Schools, Central Elementary and Blytheville Intermediate School, will use the Improving Student Literacy Through School Libraries Initiative resources to improve literacy skills by increasing library collections, updating technology, extending library access, increasing library staff and providing teachers with professional development.  The 500 students of Central Elementary and 472 students of Blytheville will be directly impacted.  The goal is that all Blytheville Public School students will be positively influenced.  Blytheville, Arkansas is a rural farming community with steel mills as the greatest industry.  By updated literacy opportunities in the media center, reading/literacy skills will improve, thereby positively strengthening students, families and the community.  Enhanced literacy skills and state-of-the-art technology will open doors for students to explore deeper investigations of their world and the international world.  Funding will improve the library media collections and resources; provide technology, equipment and networking to support collaboration and the curriculum; provide on-line resources with equipment and resources; and increase staffing which will allow improved student usage and assistance.

S364A090046

Little Rock School District

3001 South Pulaski

Little Rock, AR 72206

Linda Young

(501) 447-3372

Recommended Grant: $ 325,557.00

The Little Rock School District Library Improvement grant, Library Excellence for Academic Performance (LEAP), will improve library programs and services in order to increase student achievement in literacy at six designated schools: four elementary schools, one middle school, and one high school.  LEAP will serve a total of 2,781 students in grades K-12 at the six participating urban schools. The proposed project is designed to complement and strengthen the school improvement plans of participating schools and the district-wide efforts to provide all students with literacy skills to achieve academic success. This goal will be accomplished by developing updated book collections that will increase access to non-fiction and fiction materials and stimulate the reluctant reader; acquiring advanced technology in media centers for use by students and teachers; providing a research-based professional development program for the participating elementary school media specialist and Kindergarten through third grade teachers to strengthen collaboration among classroom teachers and library staff; and increasing student and family access to the library collections and technology and reading activities through provision of out-of –school literacy programs. 
S364A090229

Pocahontas School District

2300 N. Park Street

Pocahontas, AR 72455

Kathie Adkins

(870) 892-1387

Recommended Grant: $219,911.50

“Book Clubs: Bridges to Literacy” in rural Pocahontas School District will serve four campuses: Alma Spikes Elementary School, M. D. Williams Intermediate School, Pocahontas Junior High School, and Pocahontas High School, with 1,841 students K-12. The goals are to update library collections, encourage reading for pleasure and improve reading skills including comprehension, word recognition and fluency to impact student achievement. Bridge’s objectives are to: Establish collaborative teams between library media specialists and classroom teachers to promote reading and collection development.; develop literary programs for students and district patrons such as: TAB (Teens As Buddies) at the K-2 level, Parents As Readers and Lexile leveled reading at grades 3-6, and faculty/staff, parent, and community led Book Clubs during extended hours at grades 3-12; expand current library collections by weeding outdated, irrelevant, unused titles and purchasing books in a variety of formats and genre, including but not limited to large print books, audio books, and books on interactive CDs at grades K-12 ; increase access to the district’s libraries for students, teachers, and parents 20 hours during the week and 144 hours in the summer; acquire and use advanced technology so students will be able to design presentations in the form of posters book reviews, and more to share in the classroom, in the school and in the community.

California

S364A090524

Dinuba Unified School District

1327 E. El Monte Way

Dinuba, CA 93618

Michael Akins

(559) 595-7200

Recommended Grant: $466,779.00

Dinuba Unified School District proposes the project “Cultivating Excellence in Literacy

and Learning” for 5,853 students in grades K-12, served by nine school libraries in Dinuba, a small urban community in California’s Central Valley. Project activities include updating the print collections with 13,000 high quality, recently published, relevant, appealing, mostly non-fiction books that support the content standards as well as recreational reading.  Other activities include adding over 500 audio books to support special needs students, adding access to safe, relevant, websites for research and multimedia projects, and adding desktop and laptop computers to all the libraries, allowing library staff to collaborate with teachers and students to foster use of technology, information literacy skills and online resources, increasing the hours K-5 libraries are open, therefore allowing students, parents and teachers to make optimum use of the resources available. Monthly training for parents in the use of library resources and technology will increase their capacity to help their children read at home and succeed in life. Providing staff development for K-3 Teachers, library technicians and the district librarian  will increase the capacity of library staff to collaborate with teachers.
S364A090485

Round Valley Unified School District

23401 Foothill & Airport Rd.

PO Box 276

Covelo, CA 95428-0276

Kathy Britton

(707) 983-6171 ext 1-101

Recommended Grant: $246,046.00

The Round Valley Unified School District, a small rural district located in a remote area of Northern California, demonstrates great need for improved library resources and services, to provide critical classroom curriculum support, and to assist in bringing the district’s annual average standardized test score to a level that raises the district's schools out of state’s “significantly underperforming schools” category.  The two district libraries, serving three traditional and two small alternative schools, K-12, need to be up-dated and services expanded, to provide strong collaborative support, to further the students’ academic improvements.  The district's student population of 324 will be served by project funding.  Activities will include acquiring a variety of materials including a wide range of books and software which will be integrated with classroom curricula and purchased for use in the libraries and for collaborative loan into classrooms.  Activities will also include developing students’ skills in retrieving and making use of information and in critical thinking, and providing access to a wide range of reference sources, including university libraries.  Opportunities for parent involvement will be increased.  The project will also provide access to libraries during non-school hours, including after school, Saturdays and summer vacations.

Colorado

S364A090600

School District 1, City and County of Denver

900 Grant Street

Denver, CO 80203-2907

Jody Gehrig

(720) 423-8101

[image: image1.emf]
Recommended Grant: $479,359.00

Denver Public Schools (DPS) is a large urban school district, with a highly diverse student population that faces multiple challenges including a high poverty rate and high percentage of English Language Learners.  A recent city-wide initiative to expand full-day Early Childhood Education (ECE) and Kindergarten enrollment has resulted in a unique and pressing need to expand library resources specifically for ECE-1st Grade students.  In 2008, DPS developed the project, Building Early Literacy in Libraries (BELL) in response to this need. Building on the success of last year’s project, in 2009, the project will focus on twelve additional high-risk, high poverty elementary schools within the school district that have experienced a large impact from this expansion.  The expected number of students participating in this project is 2,377 ECE, Kindergarten, and 1st Graders. The overarching goal of the project is to improve early literacy skills through the providing students with increased and up to date library materials and computer literacy centers; providing students and their families with increased access to library resources; and providing students with well-trained teacher librarians and library paraprofessionals.

Connecticut

S364A090443

Waterbury School District

236 Grand Street

Waterbury, CT 06702

Louise Allen Brown

(203) 346-3506

Recommended Grant: $500,000.00
Waterbury Public Schools proposes an innovative literacy project based on improving

literacy through the content areas, technology integration into curriculum and instruction, and the

encouragement of higher order thinking/critical thinking by students. Waterbury will equip each

of its twenty elementary schools serving 9,363 students in grades PreK-5 with advanced

technology and additional fiction and non-fiction books to support reading in the content areas.

Waterbury will build upon training now ongoing in the district for classroom teachers and school librarians in scientifically-based reading research.  Urban Waterbury will build upon work accomplished through the district’s 2007 grant from this program, including development of rubrics for model lessons. New technology will open doors to opportunities for urban children to begin to view and participate in learning from a global perspective. Science and Social Studies concepts will come to life when activities are presented to students using new technologies and resources. School librarians will co-teach and model lessons for and with classroom teachers to facilitate use of the new resources and newly developed lessons. 

Florida

S364A090265

Holmes District School Board

701 East Pennsylvania Ave.

Bonifay, FL 32425

Christy English 

(850) 547-3064

Recommended Grant: $215,236.00

The Holmes District School Board envisions a learning community where students become

independent, information-literate, lifelong learners. Project *S*T*A*R*S* (Striving To Achieve

Reading Success) will realize this vision to improve student literacy skills and academic achievement by providing students with increased access to up-to-date school library

materials; a well-equipped, technologically-advanced school library media center and

well-trained, professionally-certified school librarians. The 3,326 students of Holmes County, attending the district’s seven schools in the rural panhandle of Florida, will have programs that will assist them in meeting their goals and any challenges they may encounter. It is imperative to provide that vehicle as district students strive to reach for the *S*T*A*R*S*.

Georgia

S364A090059

Marietta Independent School District

250 Howard Street

Marietta City, GA 30060

Stacey Buckalew

(770) 420-0822 ext 4014

Grant Recommended: $295,945.92

The City of Marietta is located just fifteen miles northwest of Atlanta, Georgia.
In response to a redevelopment plan initiative launched in 2005 by the city, Marietta City Schools (MSC) developed its own Improvement Plan. As such, MCS will act as the LEA for Improving Media Resources for Academic Success, a literacy program developed in consortium with teachers, administrators, and media professionals to improve the reading skills and

academic achievement on the state tests and targeted specifically for children at

risk. Approximately 4,500 children and their families in K-12th grade in four of the district's most poorly performing schools will benefit. Project activities include 1) increasing access to up-to-date school library materials at all four targeted schools by culling worn and outdated materials, purchasing new English- and Spanish-language nonfiction books and materials that are aligned with the District’s research-based reading curricula; 2) increasing access to well-equipped, high-tech library media centers for students through increased hours of operation, including before and after school, and summer, 3) developing Internet links and other resource-sharing networks among schools and school library media centers, and public and academic libraries. 4 ) providing professional development for library media specialists, library staff and teachers; and 5) providing students with access to school libraries during non-school hours, including the hours before and after school, during weekends, and during summer vacation periods.
Illinois 

S364A090403

Chicago Heights School District 170

30 West 16th Street

Chicago Heights, IL 60411

Talia Palanca

(708) 756-4524

Recommended Grant: $ 587,519.00

Chicago Heights School District 170 (SD170) proposes the Reaching New Heights Improving

Literacy Initiative (RNH).  SD170 is a large urban school district located in the city of Chicago Heights in the southern part of Cook County, Illinois. The total population to be served by this initiative is 3,402 students. This project’s goal is to improve student reading literacy and academic achievement by improving school library services at the district's 10 library media centers. In order to achieve this goal, the project the following activities: 1) weeding and replacing print material collections; 2) developing reading and research computer labs; 3)

implementing an automated circulation system; 4) implementing educational databases and resource sharing networks; 5) immersing library staff in instructor lead and internet-based professional development opportunities; and 6) arranging collaborative sessions with teachers and curriculum development staff.

S364A090382

Chicago Public Schools, District # 299

1326 West 14th Place 

Room 216

Chicago, IL 60608

Paul Whitsitt

(773) 553-6215

Recommended Grant: $498,034.34

The Chicago Public Schools’ “The A•B•Cs of Library Literacy Programming” project

will improve student literacy in 15 urban elementary schools (Avondale Elementary,

Frank I. Bennett Elementary, Richard J. Daley Academy, John B. Drake Elementary,

John Gregory Elementary, Hanson Park Elementary, Theodore Herzl Elementary,

Mahalia Jackson Elementary, Leslie Lewis Elementary, James Russell Lowell

Elementary, Florence Nightingale Elementary, Isabell C. O’Keeffe Elementary, Luke

O’Toole Elementary, Emmett Louis Till Math and Science, and Oliver S. Westcott

Elementary) serving 11,083 students, targeting 2,250 first and second graders. The

program’s objectives meet the goals of the statute by: expanding intellectual access to the library by adding up-to-date library media resources including technologically advanced, networked resources; expanding physical access to the library by increasing the amount of time

students in lower grades can spend in the library; providing professional development designed to assist librarians in learning how to more effectively enhance student reading achievement, and providing a venue for educating parents in the critical “home” element of literacy; furthering collaboration among the librarians, literacy specialists (site-based reading coaches), technology coordinators and classroom teachers through the use of a successful collaboration model.
The goal of improving student literacy will be evaluated by both qualitative and

quantitative measures. These will include before and after assessments of the library

collections; assessment of student learning; student and faculty library usage data; and

professional development and parent workshop evaluations.

S364A090062

East St. Louis School District 189

1005 State Street

East St. Louis, IL 62201-1907

Willard Mitchom

(618) 646-3088

Recommended Grant: $408,302.77

Encouraging Success through Literacy in urban East St. Louis School District 189 will improve student reading skills and academic achievement through a number of strategies, which include (but are not limited to) the following: 1) Creating inter-connected state-of-the art library media centers at each of the four schools; 2) Connecting these library media centers to the Lewis and Clark Library System, serving the region; 3) Updating library materials to give students a print-rich environment that inspires excitement for reading (includes purchase of books, DVDs, audio books, magazine subscriptions, etc.); 4) Providing professional development from certified school library media specialists for existing library staff. The most significant project outcome will be improved student test scores in reading (as an indicator of improved literacy). Other outcomes include an increase in skills/knowledge of library staff, family involvement in literacy activities, increased use of the library media centers by students, and enhanced quality of library materials, resources, and services. Eleven elementary schools will be served, reaching approximately 3,000 students.
Kentucky 

S364A090187

Letcher County Public Schools
224 Parks St.

Whitesburg, KY 41858

Kelly Hall

606-633-4455

Recommended Grant: $332,297.00

Letcher County Public Schools proposes to implement the Appalachian Reading Challenge (ARC) literacy project in this urban district.  Libraries at the three target schools, Letcher Elementary, Fleming Neon Elementary, and West Whitesburg Elementary, will be sites for enhancing student reading, literacy, and critical thinking skills with a focus on students at the K-3 levels, and forging strong collaborations between all teachers and certified librarians that result in an increased number of students who meet rigorous district, state, and national standards. Through a collaborative process integrally linked to school and district improvement plans and curriculum alignment, the project will provide lasting benefits to over 1,000 students. ARC will better prepare all school students to meet current grade level expectations by adding research-based level appropriate materials to each school library's print and materials collections; upgrading and integrating technology in the libraries and classrooms to develop and enhance the information literacy/retrieval and critical thinking skills of students; and facilitating internet and resource sharing networks among all schools in the district and school libraries.  The project will also be providing students and their families with access to community-supported reading enrichment activities at the school libraries before and after school, on the weekends, and during the summer.

Louisiana 

S364A090571

NOLA 180

Langston Hughes Academy

  Charter School 

PO Box 4158

New Orleans, LA 70178-4158

Mary Chastain

(504) 330-2110

Recommended Grant: $161,142.00

Langston Hughes Academy is a charter school in urban New Orleans.  The project will serve 510 students in kindergarten through 7th grade.  Objectives for this grant program are: to provide an integrated curriculum that teaches information literacy, information retrieval, and critical thinking skills; to develop a well-stocked, varied, and current collection of print and non-print resources accessible to the Langston Hughes Academy community; to provide students and their families flexible access to library resources; to provide increased access to advanced technology facilitating the development of reading fluency, information literacy, information retrieval, and critical thinking skills.  Activities include: hiring a full-time certified library media specialist; facilitating collaboration between library staff, classroom staff, and administration; expanding our collection of print and non-print resources; building a centralized, up-to-date computer lab listening center; and providing access to the library during out of school hours.  
S364A090075
Webster Parish School Board

1442 Sheppard Street 

Minden, LA 71055

Judy Noles

318-377-7052
Recommended Grant: $498,149.00

Reading: The Gateway to Success II is a year-long plan for librarians to ensure students and staff are effective users of ideas and information and to provide explicit reading instruction so students can improve their reading skills, enabling them to become successful in each stride they take along the pathway to academic achievement.   The Webster Parish School Board has collaborated with parish supervisors, school administrators, teachers, and library media specialists in this urban community to design a research-based library program. The Reading: The Gateway to Success II will target all eleven elementary schools and one middle school, impacting 3,938 students to increase their reading achievement and literacy skills. The program objectives include: (1) increasing the collection in fiction and nonfiction books and resources; (2) increasing up-to-date technological devices; (3) improving library media specialists’ instructional strategies and skills; (4) extending school library hours for summer/after school library use; and (5) increasing student reading achievement. Outcomes include: (1) an increase in student reading achievement; (2) an increase students’ reading skills; (3) a decrease in the average copyright age; (4) a balance in the Dewey/Wilson collection and updated age sensitivity Dewey ranges; (5) an increase in the knowledge and use of literacy/digital strategies by media specialists; (6) a decrease in the average age of library computers; and (7) an increase the number of library hours.

Maine

S364A090023

Maine School Administrative District 43

3 Recreation Drive

Mexico, ME 04257

Gloria Jenkins 

(207) 364-7896

Recommended Grant: $407,543.00

Project MAINE will improve literacy proficiency in 1,591 students in grades PreK through 12 at

Maine School Administrative Department #43. SAD #43 is comprised of Meroby Elementary,

Rumford Elementary, Mountain Valley Middle School and Mountain Valley High School,

located in the rural towns of Mexico and Rumford. The MAINE literacy project will improve

collections of print and non-print materials, create state-of-the-art library media centers and

extend library hours at all locations. Books and materials will also be purchased for Pennacock

Learning Center, a special education school that operates as part of the SAD. 
S364A090300

Waterville Public Schools

25 Messalonskee Ave

Waterville, ME 04901

Kathleen Toubman

(207) 873-2751

Recommended Grant: $243,646.00

The Waterville Public Schools (WPS) will implement the “Achievement through

Libraries and Literacy” (ALL) project to strengthen student literacy district-wide. The

goal of the program is to improve student academic achievement by providing increased

access to up-to-date school library materials, well-equipped, technologically advanced

library media centers, and well-trained school library media personnel. The Waterville

Public Schools consists of four schools serving a total of 1,938 students. “ALL” project includes the objective to improve student literacy skills and academic achievement by: purchasing quality, up-to-date library materials for every district library to support the curriculum and district goals; purchasing advanced technology to increase access to internet resources, support the curriculum, online courses, and promote information literacy skills; providing professional development for library media specialists and staff ;and extending hours of operation for the libraries to after school and summer. Fulfilling the objectives of the ALL project will lead to increased collaboration among library media specialists and teachers, facilitated and enhanced instruction, and increased student achievement.

Massachusetts

S364A090169

Springfield Public Schools

195 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103-1704

Judith Alexander

(413) 787-7133

Recommended Grant: $298,222.00

Springfield Public Schools serves 26,000 students in 47 schools.  This project builds on the successes of the 2008 ARCHES project, extending the intervention to five K-12 schools deemed most in need of library upgrades to support literacy and improve academic achievement on state and district assessments. For this proposed project, three elementary schools, a middle school and a high school in this urban district, with a combined population of 3,046 students will benefit from library media center upgrades. These are schools with outdated and meager library resources, high student poverty rates and low student performance as measured by standardized tests.  Activities that promote a culture of reading at home and in school, with upgraded school libraries as the cornerstone, will be implemented to improve early literacy and information literacy skills. Project outcomes include: higher rates of reading among students, increased access to online library resources, increased academic achievement in reading, expanded opportunities for parental involvement, and increased collaboration among librarians and classroom teachers.

Mississippi

S364A090341

Gulfport School District

2001 Pass Road

Gulfport, Mississippi 39501

Lauren Jones

228-865-4717

Recommended Grant: $322,786.90

Gulfport, Mississippi is the second largest city in Mississippi. Soaring to New Heights will provide; a) high quality professional development to improve reading instructional practices of Central Elementary library media specialists, teachers, administrators, and support staff; b) early literacy interventions to ensure school readiness; c) extended instructional opportunities for children; and d) parent/family literacy programs in our library. The Soaring to New Heights library project is designed to complement and strengthen ongoing district-wide efforts to provide all students with the skills to achieve academic success. It will accomplish this goal by: providing updated literacy materials and advanced technology to enhance student learning environments, collaborating with teachers and library staff to expand the use of technology, facilitate resource sharing networks, and serve as a hub for literacy efforts for students, parents and adults through increased hours of access, expanded learning opportunities and coordinated community resources.

New York

S364A090078

Board of Education, Buffalo NY

408 City Hall

Buffalo, NY 14202

June Barrow

(716) 816-3966

Recommended Grant: $ 238,934.00

The goal of the Buffalo City School District’s project is to improve student literacy skills and

academic achievement by providing increased access to up-to-date library materials and resources. The project will improve reading and academic achievement by improving the quality and quantity of state-of-the-art books, materials and technology in school libraries; by increasing collaboration between library media specialists and teachers; and, by providing professional development in support of the district’s Academic Achievement Plan and its priority initiative – Literacy. This project will target six elementary school libraries, located throughout the city of Buffalo, serving 3,444 students.  This project will provide new books, magazines, and materials, aligned with the curriculum, to the six participating elementary schools.  This project will increase access to evidence-based software and site licenses, interactive learning devices, online databases, and resource sharing networks among Buffalo schools and other schools in the county and neighboring counties. This project will provide professional development on reading development and language structure, professional development on the newly acquired technology, time for collaboration between teachers and librarians, as well as open houses for parents and students.

S364A090568

Copenhagen Central School District

3020 Mechanic Street, 

PO Box 30

Copenhagen, NY 13626-0030

Krisha Greene

(315) 688-4411

Recommended Grant: $135,000.00

Copenhagen Central School District (CCSD) seeks to increase the number of students achieving the New York State standards and extend hours of operation for its school library media center in order to serve both students and community members.  Serving 53 teachers and staff members, 560 students and the community at large, A Library With No Limits will enhance print and non-print collections, improve instruction strategies used by teachers, and increase access to information and technology available in the school library.  Copenhagen is an isolated, rural school covering 125 square miles near New York State’s border with Canada. Copenhagen proposes to use Improving Literacy Through School Library Funds to make Informative technologies accessible students and adults in a community where the only high speed Internet connection outside of the school is at the local convenience store.  The project will also provide professional development to teachers and staff, and provide adult literacy opportunities in a region plagued by unemployment and poverty.  The project will engage students in high quality literacy programming after school as well as the evenings and throughout the summer months. 
S364A090146

Hornell City School District

25 Pearl Street

Hornell, NY 14843

Judy Ingalls

(607) 324-1302

Recommended Grant: $298,936.00

The Gateway to Learning Project will increase reading achievement and information

literacy skills for 1,517 Hornell City School District students in grades 4-12. The project

will target two outdated and inadequate library collections serving three schools (one

serving the Intermediate School, and one shared by the Junior and Senior High Schools).

Project activities will update and expand each library's print collection and improve access to quality on-line materials, including databases.  Outdated materials will be replaced with multi-level, multi-format and multi-perspective resources to meet the needs of all students to support inquiry learning across the curriculum.  Evening programs will increase the ability of Hornell families to access information, maximizing the utilization of resources available through the school and public library systems.  

S364A090431


Rochester City School District

131 West Broad Street

Rochester, NY  14614

Silvia Lloyd

(585)262-8682

Recommended Grant:  $300,000.00

The Rochester City School District has been an Improving Literacy Through School Libraries grantee twice; first facilitating Resiliency Through Reading (2005-2006 academic year) and the Motivation Through Reading (2006-2007), both of which targeted a total of 12 schools.  The “Bridging Libraries and Literacy in a 21st Century Learning Commons” project will emulate the successful strategies of the current and past grant-funded projects with six additional elementary schools. First, each school will purchase additional library materials; second, additional technology will be purchased for each library; third, student access to developmentally appropriate research materials will be increased; and fourth, library media specialists will participate in professional development.  

S364A090219

Salamanca City Central School District

50 Iroquois Drive

Salamanca, New York 14779

Mary Koch 

(716) 945-2400 ext. 4318

Recommended Grant: $273,189.00

The Salamanca City Central School District’s Project Reading Enables All Learners (REAL) will have improving student reading skills and academic achievement at its heart, for all students grades Kindergarten through 12. First and foremost will be increased access to up-to-date school library materials in both print and audio formats, as well as the extension of library access hours during the summer and during the school year. This will also allow parents to visit a library with their children, fostering recreational reading and computer literacy. Technology will play a leading role, combining district access to computers with the ease of presentation provided

by SMART boards and projectors. The district already has certified librarians; this project will

increase their skills through professional development which highlights literacy development

strategies and collaboration with classroom teachers. It is the projected outcome and ultimate goal of Salamanca’s Project REAL that the described activities within this application will make a difference to the students of the Salamanca City Central School District and their families, enhancing their literacy skills, and quality of overall life experiences on into the future.

S364A090268

Utica City School District

1115 Mohawk Street

Utica, NY 13501-3709

Carla Percia

315-792-2215

Grant Recommended: $230,864.00

Information Place, Knowledge Space will attain the outcome of improved student reading and academic achievement in Utica City School District through its goals and activities that provide literacy training and leadership opportunities for the library media specialist in one elementary school serving over 400 students. The project objectives and activities include: acquiring school library resources to improve literacy skills and achievement; purchasing print and multimedia resources selected by teachers, parents and the library media specialist; increasing the use of non-fiction in collaboration with high quality professional development in information literacy; developing a professional library to improve the staff’s expertise in literacy, providing students and families with increased access to up-to-date school library materials in a meaningful instructional context; and extending library hours by 4 hours per week after school and weekends.  There will also be Family Literacy Nights-collaboratively planned by the library media specialist and grade level teams.
North Carolina

S364A090165

Bladen County Schools

1489 Highway 701 S

Elizabethtown, NC 28337

David Jordan

(910) 862-4136

Recommended Grant: $495,381.00

Bladen County Schools is a high-poverty district located in rural North Carolina. Project BOOK,

Bladen Offering Opportunities for Knowledge, will serve 2,374 students at seven primary

schools: Bladenboro, Bladen Lakes, Booker T. Washington, Dublin, East Arcadia, Elizabethtown

and Plain View. BOOK’s objectives and activities include enhancing and aligning resources in the seven primary school media centers with district curricula and state standards through the acquisition of up-to-date resources, including books, computers, literacy software, and interactive technology. BOOK will also increase non-school hours for our media centers through a combination of after school, weekend, and summer hours. Finally, BOOK will provide literacy-focused K-3 professional development in student reading and writing in content areas, literacy-focused technology, and collaboration for our certified media specialists. Ultimately these strategies will create a comprehensive literacy effort to improve students’ reading skills and academic achievement.

North Dakota

S364A090333

Warwick School District 29

210 4th Avenue

Warwick, ND 58361

Charles Guthrie

(701) 294-2561

Recommended Grant: $340,451.00

The Warwick School District 29 is located in rural North Dakota. The District has one campus with 255 Native American students in grades PreK-12. Dream Catcher is a literacy improvement plan which will weave together all the strands of a successful library program. The District’s primary goal is to improve student literacy skills and academic achievement by providing increased access to up-to-date school library materials in a well-equipped, technologically advanced school library media center staffed by well-trained, professionally certified school library media specialists. The District intends to address this challenging goal by adding a research-based reading software program to the school library’s resources; provide professional development to support K-3 teachers in literacy development; facilitate collaborative professional development activities for classroom teachers and library media specialists that will focus on extending the library and its resources into the classroom; expand and update the existing collection by adding print and non-print resources; purchase new technology and train faculty and staff on how to use it; and improve access to the school library by increasing the librarian's position from part-time to full-time and by extending hours to include after-school and summer activities.

Oklahoma

S364A090116

Atoka Public Schools

1003 W. 11th

Atoka, OK 74525

Dawn Loftis

(580) 889-5640

Recommended Grant: $121,896.10

Atoka Public Schools and its three libraries serve 936 students in grades K-12 in rural Oklahoma. The READING ALL-STARS project’s objectives and events are in line with the school’s long-term improvement plan. Funds will be used for the following for updating library resources including adding book materials for grades 5 through 7 and Native American students. Funding will also increase the district’s holdings in materials for K-3 students, special needs students, and reluctant readers. Non-print materials and technologies will be purchased to enhance whole-class library instruction and curriculum efforts of teachers.  Funds will also be used for improving instruction and library use from professional development for teachers and collaboration between librarians and teachers. Funding will improve access to all three libraries through extended library hours throughout the year, family nights at the library and parental involvement in library evaluations.
S364A090554

Cottonwood Public Schools

PO Box 347

Coalgate, OK 74538

Teri Brecheen

580-927-2937

Recommended Grant: $175,954.00

Rural Cottonwood Public Schools is a district that serves 243 students in grades PreK-8 in a county ranked worst among the state’s 77 counties for adverse childhood experiences.  The school district has very high numbers of minority students, impoverished students, and students with disabilities.  The entire county faces the challenges of a very low literacy rate and a very high dropout rate.  Despite adverse conditions, enrollment at Cottonwood School has more than tripled in the past eight years.  Library funds are requested to provide Cottonwood students adequate up-to-date library media resources and advanced technologies, including internet links and resource-sharing networks, incorporated into the curricula of the school through extensive collaboration between and library media specialist and the teaching staff.  Improved instruction through extensive professional development for teachers and the library media specialist in research-based programs for improving information retrieval skills, family and individual literacy, and technology training, all tied to the district’s comprehensive improvement plan. The funds will also be used to provide improved access to library resources and literacy activities through extended library hours, regularly scheduled literacy activities, and outreach to encourage parental participation.
S364A090464

Eufaula Public Schools

215 N. 6TH

Eufaula, OK 74432

Jeanette Smith

(918) 689-2152


Recommended Grant: $ 185,562.61

The Eufaula Literacy Through School Libraries program will serve approximately

1,278 students in grades PreK through 12 at three rural schools. The LEA’s proposal is designed to answer the question posed by Improving Literacy Through Libraries Program: “What makes a well-designed/effective school library program?” 1. Book collections and other media resources are aligned with the curriculum; 2. Students have opportunities to use the library during non-school hours; 3. School library media specialists work closely with teachers in curriculum planning and with students in using library skills to improve academic achievement; and 
4. Technology will provide computer access to resources outside the school. While the LEA is requesting funds to assist in bringing its elementary, middle and high school libraries to minimum state and national standards, it is also focusing its efforts on the elementary sites to maximize the impact of the project on improving reading achievement. Finally, parents will take an active role, serving on an advisory council and participating in family literacy activities.

S364A090342

Hominy Public School

200 S. Pettit

Hominy, Oklahoma 74035

Russell Hull

(918)885-6511

Recommended Grant: $191,177.00

In rural Hominy, Project LYRE (Literate Young Readers Everywhere) expects to use funding to improve reading achievement by providing students with increased access to updated school library materials, new technology, and well-trained library media specialists.  Hominy has two school library media centers, one at the high school and another at the elementary school. The middle school shares a campus with the high school and also shares the library. Hominy serves 672 students. Hominy Public Schools and school library staff will collaborate with teachers in analyzing data and in designing and co-teaching lessons. Teachers and students will use science-based materials, assessments, software, and advanced technologies in each library and in school classrooms. Each library will extend its hours to expand access to literacy resources. Students will use library resources during reading periods, after school, and during instruction in reading and language arts. Professional development will focus on science-based research in reading and literacy development. Library staff will guide students’ use of resource-sharing networks via state databases and other means. 
S364A090504

Hulbert Public Schools
PO Box 188

Hulbert, OK 74441-0188

Wayne Ryals

(918) 772-2501

Grant Recommended: $167,800.00

The Riders Read project will serve the 644 students in grades PreK through12 at one library site in Hulbert Public Schools, Hulbert, Oklahoma.  Hulbert is a rural Title I school with a large Native American population.  Fifty-eight percent of the students come from families whose parents are not educated beyond high school.  In order to equip students with the resources not only to raise academic scores but also to become lifelong readers and learners, Hulbert is proposing to implement a systematic program of literacy development that will be guided by research-based models and Oklahoma State Department of Education Guidelines. The Riders Read project is designed to improve student reading skills and academic achievement by upgrading and acquiring new technologies, including computers and peripherals; ensuring the school library has at least 24 networked, up-to-date computers with compatible software; and ensuring all computers have high speed internet connections and are connected to research databases.

S364A090193

Panama Public School

1 School Street

PO Box 1680

Panama, OK 74951

Kathy Fout

(918) 963-2218

Recommended Grant: $299,967.00

Panama Public Schools serves 890 grades PreK through12 students at three rural district schools. The program will improve library media centers in Panama Elementary School, Panama

Middle School and Panama High School. Program funding will help the district: 1) Acquire new print and non-print materials to support classroom curricula, encourage collaboration between the school library and the classroom, facilitate student inquiry, and promote a love of reading in our students; 2) Acquire advanced technology that will be integrated into the classroom, enhance student research projects, and support early childhood literacy development; 3) Acquire access to online resources to facilitate inquiry, support research projects, and improve students’ critical thinking and literacy skills; 4) Extend library hours of operation to provide students maximum time to access library media center resources; and 5) Provide professional development in technology integration and classroom/library collaboration strategies.

S364A090177

Stratford Public School District I002

P.O. Box 589

Stratford, OK 74872

Brent Walden

(580) 759-3615

Recommended Grant: $152,613.00

Stratford is a rural town located southeast of the state capital of Oklahoma. The district has an elementary school, middle school, and high school that serve 594 students PreK-12.   The Pathways to Literacy Project goals and objectives that will be accomplished include: acquire up-to-date school library media resources, including print and non-print, through improving the reference copyright to year 2000 and increasing non-print resources by twenty percent; increasing the number of titles by four books per student to ensure there are 350 quality, relevant titles for every grade level PreK-12; and increasing circulation by ten percent.  The project will allow the district to acquire and use advanced technology incorporated into curricula of the school by increasing the number of computers to accommodate the needs of the average class size and to facilitate Internet links and resource-sharing networks.  The project will also increase resource-sharing networks by ten percent and will provide professional development for the media specialist, reading specialist, K-3 teachers, and principal.
S364A090381

Tulsa Public Schools

3027 South New Haven

Tulsa, OK 74114

Teresa Grissom

(918) 746-6577

Recommended Grant: $487,647.00

The goal of TEAMS in urban Tulsa is to improve student reading and overall achievement by increasing the time students spend reading and working with information both in traditional print formats, as well as non-traditional audio and digital formats. Targeted at middle schools, TEAMS will spark student interest in reading independently for pleasure as well as in engaged integrated, collaboratively planned learning activities. It will help equip students with critical 21st century learning skills so vital for their future success. Project plans include: Purchasing and providing access to improved, diverse collections of print and non-print materials to support and attract young readers; initiating or continuing school-wide reading programs in all middle schools to increase time students spend reading; improving capacity and performance of school librarians, teachers and principals to work collaboratively to plan an integrated, thought provoking curriculum; increasing access to and integration of technology tools and digital resources; and training school librarians and teachers to harness the power of 21st Century tools and technologies to engage digital learners and boost achievement. The proposed project will directly involve 16 middle schools currently serving 7,757 students in grades 6 through 8 and their staffs including 16 school librarians, 16 principals and approximately 450 faculty members. 
Pennsylvania 

S364A090552

Allentown City School District

31 South Penn St.

Allentown, PA 18105-0328

John Clark

484-765-4163

Recommended Grant: $455,474.00

Allentown City School District will use Improving Literacy Through School Libraries funding in 16 elementary schools to encourage a collaboration of library media specialists, library paraprofessionals, teachers representing different grade levels, curriculum coordinators, parents, and principals.  These individuals  will team-up to address the following activities to bolster the libraries: to upgrade library media center collections to be aligned with state standards, to provide advanced technology- interactive white boards, online resources, video conferencing; and to provide professional development as part of a "train the trainer" model for library media specialists and teachers.  Program funding will also provide increased access and programming- extended hours and summer programs for students and parents. 

S364A090442

Nueva Esperanza Academy Charter High School

301 W. Hunting Park

Philadelphia, PA 19140

David Rossi

(215) 457-3667

Grant Recommended: $177,357.81

Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program funding will improve the reading skills of 750 students in grades 9-12 at Nueva Esperanza Academy Charter High School in Philadelphia by providing students with access to approximately 1,135 new technology and media resources in a well-equipped technologically advanced school library with a qualified, certified media specialist. Funding will allow the library to better support our full curriculum and advance student reading achievement. The project activities will include purchasing hard copy, audio and electronic books, DVDs, laptops, and specialized reading and language software; and facilitating student access to resources.

S364A090490

Oswayo Valley School District

277 S. Oswayo Street, PO Box 610

Shinglehouse, PA 16748

Charles Wicker

(814) 697-7175

Recommended Grant: 292,706.00

The rural Oswayo Valley School District intends to deliver an Improving Literacy through School Libraries program that has as its goals; improved student performance on federal and state assessments; the enriched delivery of family literacy programs; increased community access to and employment of library text/technology resources; the acquisition and informed use of books, periodicals, PCs and hardware/software; enhanced collaborations among classroom teachers and school library media specialists; and the integration of nationally recognized, scientifically based professional development programs into classroom instruction and into library services. Project funding will enable the rural district to serve the needs of 1,727 students in grades K-12.  This funding will improve the reading, writing, listening and comprehension skills of students using technology and printed materials; supplement existing collections with fiction/non-fiction books/CD-ROMs; connect classroom and library computers, with existing district distance learning labs and distance learning programming to enable PC-based, library audio-visual conferencing and professional development; and to engage young people in reading. 
S364A090148

Williamsport Area School District

201 W. Third Street

Williamsport, PA 17701

Deborah Grove

(570) 327-5500

Recommended Grant: $250,000.00

Through this grant the Williamsport Area School District seeks to support the reading needs of

1,779 students in this urban district’s high school. Central to this proposal is the updating of print and technological library resources, including technology that enables lower level students to access grade level text, and technology that supports the accessing of databases to support informational reading, research. This grant also provides increased opportunities for high school students to access the library through extended hours. These extended hours provide a qualified librarian for support in hours that extend both school day and school year opportunities for students. Through teacher/librarian collaboration in unit planning, proficiency in using databases,

updated collections and technology that support all readers, and offering extended time

opportunities to use the library, the goal of achieving reading proficiency goals with all

subgroups is achievable.

South Carolina

S364A090276

Florence School District One

319 South Dargan Street

Florence, SC 29506

Kimberly Kinley-Howard

(843) 673-1144

Recommended Grant: $498,688.00

FULFILL (Funding Libraries in Florence to Improve Lives through Literacy) will enhance the academic performance of 4,600 students in three urban district high schools: Wilson, South Florence, and West Florence. Through collaboration, all stakeholders will play a vital role in impacting improvements in students’ reading, information retrieval, and critical thinking skills. FULFILL will: 1) offer a wide variety of print and electronic reading materials that appeal to students’ interests; 2) provide instruction that builds skills and the desire to read; 3) increase access to advanced technology including computers with Internet access, iPods, and Playaways; 4) facilitate teacher-librarian partnerships to align library resources with classroom curriculum and content; and 5) expand availability of resources through increased library media center hours during the summer. Ultimately, FULFILL will encourage parents and community members to become active partners in our students’ academic progress which will lead to improved literacy levels and higher graduation rates. 
South Dakota

S364A090594

Eagle Butte School District 20-1

South Prairie Road

Eagle Butte, SD 57625-0260

Mark Peacock

(605) 964-4911 ext.215

Recommended Grant: $286,117.34
Three schools (Eagle Butte School District 20-1, Dupree School, and Timber Lake School) make up this consortium that will serve students and community members in a vast and geographically and economically isolated area on the Cheyenne River Reservation in central South Dakota.  

This project will serve and provide access to a population of 1,625 students, nearly all in one or another group identified as poor, geographically or academically isolated, historically underrepresented, or economically disadvantaged.  This grant will be the primary public school source for educational enrichment materials and resources for nearly two dozen ultra-rural communities of this massive, and desolate Indian reservation. Funding will allow the district to provide students: a generous and necessary infusion of books and digital media; modern library computer technology for the betterment of service delivery to the deserving and underserved and underserved targeted population;  training opportunities for professional library staff; and  extended access hours for student and community use of library staff, library media and resources, and opportunities for increased student access for after school, evening, or summer recess.

Tennessee

S364A090295

Bedford County Schools

500 Madison St.
Shelbyville, TN 37160-3341

Joan Gray

(931) 684-3284 x. 2243

Recommended Grant: $422,327.00

Bedford County Schools serves 7,680 students in and around urban Shelbyville, Tennessee. The Books Benefiting Bedford! (B3) project is requesting $422,328.00 to improve library systems in eight elementary schools, serving 4,163 students. Funding will improve library media centers by:

1) Acquiring new print and non-print materials to support classroom curricula; 2) Acquiring advanced technology that will be integrated into the classroom, enhance student research projects, and support early childhood literacy development; 3) Supporting student inquiry by connecting to the public library for resource sharing; 4) Extending library hours of operation to provide students maximum time to access school library resources.

S364A090008

Campbell County School District

PO Box 445

522 Main Street

Jacksboro, TN 37757-0445

Steve Rutherford

(423) 566-4203

Recommended Grant: $189,158.00

Campbell County School District, an urban district in Tennessee, has designed Library Literacy in Valley View (L2V2), a library enhancement program designed to improve literacy skills in all Valley View students in accordance with the statute of the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries initiative. L2V2 will target Valley View Elementary School, which serves 475 grades Pre-K through 5 students. The L2V2 project will: 1) acquire up-to-date school library media resources, including books, that enhance and enrich the currently outdated collection; 2) acquire appropriate technology to enhance library access and integrate library programming with school curricula; 3) facilitate Internet links and resource-sharing networks among schools and other organizations; 4) provide professional development for school librarians and teachers to increase library usage, and 5) increase library access for students and parents during non-school hours with the addition of an extended schedule and a part-time school librarian.

S364A090518

Fentress County Board of Education

PO Box 9631011

1011 Old Highway 127 South

Jamestown, TN 38556

James Dillon

(931) 397-2760

Recommended Grant: $387, 851.87

The Fentress County Board of Education's grant from the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program will serve all five public schools in the county with a combined population of 2,360 students.  The district intends to use grant funds to increase literacy skills of the students by: updating current library collections; adding much needed state of the art technology to enhance connectivity for our schools and enable technological literacy for students; providing enhanced professional development for school librarians in order that they may train classroom teachers to use new instructional techniques; extending library hours; engaging the community in the project; and creating a virtual library of Tennessee Tales.  The Board of Education has formed a core literacy team of administrators, librarians/media specialists, and instructional and technology specialists to work on grant activities.  

Texas

S364A090258

Chilton Schools

905 Durango Avenue

Chilton, TX 76632

Gladys Graves

(254) 546-1226

Recommended Grant: $329,095.00

The Chilton Independent School District (CISD) is an LEA located in rural central Texas. Project CROP activities will include achieving four primary objectives: 1) increase access to up-to-date library materials; 2) provide media centers equipped with current  technology; 3) provide highly qualified and trained staff; and 4) provide collaboration between library staff and classroom teachers. All of the activities and materials involved in the program will be at the elementary school and Jr./Sr. high school campus sites. Project outcomes include: higher rates of literacy among the student population, extended library usage during and after school hours, improved access to advanced technology for at-risk students, higher academic achievement in reading, language arts, science, and social studies, and increased collaboration among classroom teachers and librarians.

S364A090528

Everman Independent School District

608 Townley Drive

Everman, TX 76140

Cathy Sewell

(817) 568-3500

Recommended Grant: $340,000.00

Libraries Enrich Academic Development, Project LEAD, will improve literacy through

upgrading library collections and media resources in the Everman Independent School District,

which serves students from families of poverty; moreover, the project will give teachers,

libraries, students, and community members training on early childhood literacy development,

reading strategies, research guidelines, and technology. As all seven urban district libraries, serving 4,866 students will be transformed into print-rich, engaging media centers, district and community stakeholders, primarily students, will achieve better reading results. Project LEAD will incorporate technology tools, research engines, and literacy centers into the framework of EISD libraries to improve the odds for our children to succeed as literate and tech-savvy learners. Project LEAD will impact student achievement for all students in the district by providing desperately needed resources and training for children to develop an understanding of reading for information, for parents to increase literacy in the home, and for all participants to integrate interactive technology-based tools that engage students in the learning process. This project will serve the Everman ISD community through increasing library access and resources. 

S364A090302

Galveston ISD

3904 Ave T

Galveston, TX 77550

Marcia Proctor

(409) 370-7496

Recommended Grant: $500,000.00

Galveston Independent School District (GISD) is seeking financial assistance in order to

create a model school library program. The GISD project will include one high school, two middle schools, and four elementary schools with an enrollment of about 6,000.  Goals and outcomes are to significantly increase: the level of student proficiency in all types of literacy; library usage by students, teachers, parents and the community; teacher and student technology and information literacy; and the level of teacher/librarian collaboration in teaching and doing research. This grant provides the opportunity to replace lost books, library materials and technology and update and improve the libraries that are now in place and offer extended hours on weekends. In the past libraries provided a safe haven where children work and learn.  This project will help return to the children of the district the peace and comfort that is characterized by school libraries.

S364A090150

Ingram Independent School District

510 College Street

Ingram, TX 78025

Gloria Goodwin

(830) 367-5751

Recommended Grant: $296,571.00

Ranked as one of the most impoverished rural school districts in the state, Ingram Independent School District is committed to implementing Project TRIBE (Taking Reading in Ingram Beyond Expectations) at each of its three campuses, grades PreK-12. The proposed multi-pronged endeavor will target improved student reading and overall academic achievement of its 1,290 students through extended hours, updated technology, and well-trained staff. TRIBE will enhance library media centers as technologically-engaging ones, connect teachers and media

specialists in increased collaboration to plan integrated curriculum-based instructional units, and

develop a joint venture with parents/community members as true partners in this process. Being

responsive to the needs of disparate learners, this district project strategy will include upgrading

library print and non-print holdings with collections of curriculum-aligned, research-based

resources, creating state-of-the art technology as a gateway to information, providing high

quality professional development, and offering increased student/family access to diverse library

resources.

S364A090289

Navasota ISD

705 E Washington Ave

Navasota, TX 77868

Dawn Marie Baletka

(936) 825-1112

Recommended Grant: $369,876.79

Navasota ISD has selected all six campuses within the district to participate in

Project LEADER (Libraries Empower Academic Development and Excellent Readers).

Navasota ISD is a rural district with 2,939 students. Project LEADER will provide students

with increased access to school library materials; a well-equipped, technologically

advanced school library media center; and well-trained, professionally certified school

library media specialists in an effort to increase the number of students who pass all

sections of the state standardized assessment test. Project LEADER will accomplish

these goals by extending library hours of operation, adding summer hours to the library

program, increasing the collection size with current, up-to-date books and other print and

non-print materials that correlate with the district’s curriculum, purchasing and utilizing

current technology on collaboration with teachers and curriculum guidelines, extending

technology to online informational resources, establishing Family Literacy Nights,

encouraging parental and community literacy volunteers within the schools, and

consistent staff develop with teachers and library media specialists that focus on

collaborative efforts, increased skills training and literacy development strategies. 

S364A090331

Pleasanton Independent School District

831 Stadium Drive

Pleasanton, TX 78064

Bernard Zarosky

(830) 569-1240

Recommended Grant: $ 499,992.00

Pleasanton Independent School District (PISD), in rural Atascosa County in south-central

Texas, is home to 3,431 school-aged children.  PISD has created the Integrated

Libraries Project (ILP) that will address the most pressing needs at all six PISD campuses. The ILP will positively impact all students attending PISD. Effectiveness of the ILP will be tracked against its four primary evaluation goals. The ILP Evaluation Goals are: 1) Increase access to up-to-date school library materials; 2) Increase the number/quality of multimedia equipment; 3) Increase collaboration between librarians, teachers, and the community; and 4) Increase academic success. 
Wisconsin 

S364A090160

School District of Bayfield

300 North Fourth Street

Bayfield, WI 54814

David Roseth

(715) 779-3201

Recommended Grant: $209,838.00

The School District of Bayfield, located in a rural area on the south shore of Lake

Superior, serves 422 students. Literacy on the Lakeshore will raise the level of student literacy

and academic achievement by making the two school libraries hubs of learning. The project aims to: acquire up-to-date library resources, particularly in K-8 fiction, K-8 nonfiction, K-3 picture books, K-8 audio books and online reference resources; acquire advanced technologies that offer students access to computers, on-line reference materials, new media and the library’s electronic resources; facilitate Internet links with online resources by connecting LaPointe Elementary Library to the District’s collection using wireless bridge technology; provide professional development that improves K-3 literacy that will be coordinated and offered by the school librarian, with the goal of helping all students become “library literate;” and extend library hours after-school and evenings to offer students greater access to the library.

S364A090256

Milwaukee Public Schools

5225 W. Vliet Street

Milwaukee, WI 53208

Mildred McDowell

(414) 773-9875

Recommended Grant: $500,000.00

Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) is a large urban decentralized school district serving a diverse and racially mixed population of students with a wide array of socio-economic challenges that present barriers to literacy achievement. The following eleven schools will participate in the MPS Improving Literacy through School Libraries program entitled Providing Opportunities to Promote and Enhance Literacy (PROPEL) program: Auer, Clements, Eighty-First Street, Hopkins, Mitchell, Sixty-Fifth Street, Starms Early Childhood Center, Starms Discovery Learning Center, Townsend, Twenty-First Street, Urban Waldorf. The participating schools will improve literacy achievement for 2,509 students in kindergarten through third increasing participating K – 3rd grade students’ reading skills through acquiring relevant school library materials and providing professional development to support certified school librarians;  increasing access to the school library resources; increasing student involvement in literacy activities aligned to the standards and curriculum through increased collaboration of the school librarian with teachers, administrators, parents, extended day/summer programming and the public library. School library media resources will be purchased purposefully at the 11 participating schools to: address gaps in the resources at each of the participating libraries; strengthen implementation of the comprehensive literacy plan; align with the curriculum, academic standards and each school’s educational plan; and, support the differentiated literacy needs of the students. 
S364A090507

School District of Westfield

N 7046 City Rd. CH

Westfield, WI 53964-8066

Bonita Dresen

(608) 296-2141 ext. 238

Recommended Grant: $264,610.00

The School District of Westfield is a very rural, high poverty school district located in Marquette County of central Wisconsin, serving 1,210 students grades K-12 in four K-6 elementary school buildings (Coloma, Neshkoro, Westfield, and Oxford Schools), and a combined middle and high school serving grades 7-12 at Westfield Area Middle/High School.  The Westfield Library Connections Project (LCP) activities will include upgrading each LMC with up-to-date books and multi-media reading materials through the purchase of an estimated 3,900 fiction and non-fiction titles for the elementary schools and 900 non-fiction and fiction titles for the middle/high school LMC; and 300 eBook readers for all levels.  Selections will address deficiencies identified in the TitleWise analysis and be aligned with the curricular and student needs.  The district will acquire advanced technology by installing a web-based library circulation system and supporting components designed to facilitate access between building and from home, to increase Internet links and resource-sharing networks, and enhance standards-based lesson planning.  
[image: image2.emf]
