INVESTING IN INNOVATION FUND (i3)

Update on Applications Received 
May 13, 2010
Applications are in!  As of 4:30:00 pm (DC Time) on May 12, 2010, the US Department of Education had received 1,669 applications requesting funding from the Investing in Innovation Fund (i3).  Please note the following:
· These applications have not yet been vetted for eligibility.
· This total count may not include those eligible applicants that are located in a Federally-declared disaster area in Tennessee, as determined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) (see http://www.fema.gov/news/disasters.fema), and adversely affected by the severe storms, flooding, straight-line winds, and tornadoes beginning on April 30, 2010, and continuing. The extended application deadline for these applicants is 4:30:00 PM (DC Time) on May 19, 2010.  
· This total count does not include any paper applications that the Department may receive.  In order to submit a paper application, applicants needed to request approval from the US Department of Education two weeks before the application deadline.  We received one such request and approved that request.  That application needs to have been postmarked by the application deadline but can be received after the deadline.  We have not yet received that application.    
Encouraging quality, timely applications:  In order to support organizations throughout the i3 application process, the Department hosted multiple pre-application meetings and webinars, published A Resource for Applicants on Submitting their i3 Application, published regularly updated Frequently Asked Questions and provided a range of additional resources on the i3 website (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/innovation/index.html).  We continually noted the application deadline and stressed the importance of applying early.  

Being transparent:  In the coming weeks, the Department will make an unprecedented amount of information available to the public about each i3 applicant and the funding process.  Specifically, the Department intends to provide detailed information on the applicants, partners, priorities, budgets and descriptions of each i3 application.  The Department will leverage a new user-friendly platform that will allow the public to run customized reports on the application pool.  We believe posting this information will improve the quality of the i3 program, spark the imaginations of the public and further our country’s collective efforts to support innovation in education.
