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Please note that the following FAQs are the second addendum to the FAQs published on June 10, 2014.  The FAQ below are incorporated into the relevant sections of the published FAQs, and the revised document is also now posted on the i3 Web site at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/innovation/faq.html.   
B-41.  How can a quasi-experimental design study include a large sample, as defined by the 2013 i3 NFP and in the 2014 NIAs, to meet the moderate evidence of effectiveness standard?
 As defined in the 2013 i3 NFP and in the 2014 NIAs, a large sample means a sample of 350 or more students (or other single analysis units) who were randomly assigned to a treatment or control group, or 50 or more groups (such as classrooms or schools) that contain 10 or more students (or single analysis units) and that were randomly assigned to a treatment or control group.  

 

We will review studies against the moderate evidence of effectiveness standard in a manner consistent with how such studies were reviewed in 2013.  As such, we will consider a quasi-experimental design study with a sample of 350 or more students (or other single analysis units) or 50 or more groups that contain 10 or more students (or other single analysis units) to meet the moderate evidence of effectiveness standard, assuming the sample is also multi-site and overlaps with the proposed populations or settings, and the design meets WWC standards with reservations.  The sample would not need to be randomly assigned to a treatment or control group.  

