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Please note that the following FAQs are an addendum to the FY 2012 Competition Guidance and Frequently Asked Questions for the Development Grant Full Application Competition published on July 11, 2012.  The FAQs below are incorporated into the relevant sections of the published FAQs, and the revised document is also now posted on the i3 website at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/innovation/faq.html.   
A. Overview of the Program.

A-6(a).  Will the peer reviewers scoring the full applications have copies of the pre-applications?
No.  The peer reviewers scoring full applications submitted for Development grants will have access only to the information contained within the full application.

A-6(b).  Will the peer reviewers scoring the full applications have access to the peer reviewers’ comments and scores for the pre-applications?
No.  The peer reviewers scoring full applications submitted for Development grants will have access only to the information contained within the full application.

A-12(a).  Is an entity that is invited to submit a full application for a Development grant allowed to change the absolute priority that is identified in its pre-application?
No.  The proposed project in the full application must be consistent with the scope and objectives described in the highly rated pre-application.  A change in the absolute priority would represent a change in the scope and objectives of the project. Therefore, the absolute priority identified in the full application for a Development grant must be the same as the absolute priority identified in the highly rated pre-application.

A-12(b).  Is an entity that is invited to submit a full application for a Development grant allowed to refine the goals and objectives proposed in its pre-application?

An entity may use information from the peer reviewers’ comments on its pre-application or any other source it regards as appropriate to refine its proposed project so long as the overall scope and objectives of the full application are consistent with the project described in its pre-application.

A-20(a).  Is it permissible for an entity to propose a planning period?

As noted in A-20, the project period for all i3 grants officially begins on January 1, 2013.  However, an entity may propose a planning period within its project period (see J-1).
A-20(b).  May an entity invited to submit a full application propose a project period that is longer than the project period described in its pre-application?

As noted in A-12(a), the full application must propose a project that is consistent with the scope and objectives of the project described in the highly rated pre-application.  While the full application’s project period does not need to be identical to that proposed in the pre-application, any change in the project period from the pre-application to the full application cannot, by itself or in conjunction with other changes, alter the scope and objectives of the project described in the pre-application. 

B. Eligibility to Receive an Award.

B-6(a).  If an entity is invited to submit a full application for a Development grant, does that mean the entity was determined to be eligible to receive an i3 grant award?

No.  The Department did not screen pre-applications for eligibility.  Therefore, an entity that is invited to submit a full application for a Development grant should not assume that it has met the eligibility requirements.  As noted in B-6, an entity invited to submit a full application for a Development grant is required to address all of the eligibility requirements in its full application.  See B-2 and B-3.

B-7(a).  May a different entity submit the full application for a Development grant than the entity that submitted the highly rated pre-application?
Yes.  So long as the scope and objectives described in the full application are consistent with the scope and objectives in the highly rated pre-application, a different entity or partner may submit the full application than the entity that submitted the pre-application.
B-7(b).  May an entity invited to submit a full application change its partners or implementation sites from what was proposed in its pre-application?

An entity invited to submit a full application is encouraged to maintain the partners and implementation sites identified in its pre-application as changes to partners or implementation sites could change the scope and objectives of the proposed project.  However, if the full application demonstrates that the proposed project remains consistent with the highly rated pre-application and is consistent with the original scope and objectives of the pre-application, the entity could propose adding or changing its partners or implementation sites.  See FAQ B-10 regarding the identification of partners in the application.
I. Process for Submitting an Application.

I-1(a).  How should an entity demonstrate in its application that it was invited to submit a full application?
An entity submitting the full application must include the PR Award number of its highly rated pre-application on the Applicant Information Sheet, available online at http://www.seiservices.com/i3AIS2012/, and include that sheet in its full application.  Applicants must complete the Applicant Information Sheet electronically and upload the .PDF file that is generated to its application in Grants.gov as Appendix H.

I-3(a).  How does the CCR.gov transition to SAM.gov impact my ability to register on Grants.gov?

As noted in I-3, full applications for i3 grants must be submitted electronically using the Grants.gov Apply site at www.grants.gov. An applicant’s ability to apply for an i3 grant, via Grants.gov, is contingent upon an active System for Award Management (SAM) registration.

Note:  The Central Contracting Registry (CCR) will be phased into the System for Award Management (SAM) in late July 2012.  CCR’s last business day was Tuesday, July 24, 2012, and it will no longer accept new registrations or updates to current registrations after that time. The CCR Search capability will remain active through the transition to allow applicants to search for an entity’s current registration status. SAM will be online for use Monday, July 30, 2012. If an applicant’s registration is current, the applicant does not need to do anything. However, if an applicant’s registration is scheduled to expire between July 16, 2012, and October 15, 2012, CCR/SAM is extending the expiration date by 90 days and will send an e-mail notification from CCR regarding the extended expiration date. For further information about the pending migration, visit http://grants-gov.blogspot.com/2012/07/information-about-pending-migration.html.  


