Investing in Innovation Fund (i3)

FY 2012 Competition Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) ADDENDUM #1

April 30, 2011

Please note that the following FAQs are an addendum to the FY 2012 Competition Guidance and Frequently Asked Questions published on March 27, 2012.  The FAQs below are incorporated into the relevant sections of the published FAQs, and the revised document is also now posted on the i3 website at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/innovation/faq.html.   
A.  OVERVIEW OF THE i3 PROGRAM

A-21.

How has the Development grant application process changed in 2012?
For the FY 2012 i3 Development grant competition, the Department conducted a pre-application process in addition to a full application process.  This means that the Department invited entities to submit a short “pre-application” describing their proposed Development project by April 9, 2012.  The pre-applications will be reviewed by peer reviewers using two selection criteria specifically designated for the pre-application.  These pre-application selection criteria are specified in the FY 2012 NIA for the Development competition.  Only entities that submit pre-applications and receive the highest scores from the peer reviewers will be eligible to submit full applications.  The Department will inform the entities that submitted pre-applications of their eligibility to submit full applications.  

Note that the peer reviewers for the full application will use selection criteria that are different from the selection criteria used in the pre-application review.  The four selection criteria for the full application are provided in the FY 2012 NIA.  

For additional information on the FY 2012 Development grant competition, see the i3 Development grant NIA and the Guidance and Frequently Asked Questions for the FY 2012 Development Grant Pre-Application Competition.  
A-22.
When will the Department inform entities of their eligibility to submit full applications for a Development grant?

The Department will inform all entities that submitted pre-applications of their eligibility to submit full applications for a Development grant following the conclusion of the peer review of the pre-applications.  In addition to announcing the deadline for full applications on its website, the Department will transmit the full application package and instructions to entities that are selected to submit a full application for a Development grant.  The Department anticipates making this announcement and transmitting the application package and instructions in summer 2012.  
A-23.
Is an entity that is invited to submit a full application for a Development grant allowed to change the budget it proposed in its pre-application? 

Yes.  An applicant invited to submit a full application for a Development grant may modify the budget that was submitted as a part of its pre-application.  However, the proposed project in the full application must be aligned with the scope and objectives described in the pre-application.  Therefore, any modifications to the budget, from the pre-application to the full application, must also reflect that alignment so that the scope and objectives of the proposed project in the full application is consistent with the project proposed in the pre-application.
D.  PRIORITIES UNDER THE SCALE-UP AND VALIDATION GRANT COMPETITIONS
ABSOLUTE PRIORITIES

D-16(a).
Under Absolute Priority 4 (Innovations that Turn Around Persistently Low Performing Schools), is an eligible applicant required to propose a strategy, practice, or program that uses one of the approaches detailed in the final requirements for the School Improvement Grants (SIG) program?

No.  As stated in D-16, in order to be eligible for funding under Absolute Priority 4, a proposed project must include a strategy, practice, or program that is designed to turn around Investing in Innovation Absolute Priority 4 schools through either whole-school reform or targeted approaches to reform.  Although the priority provides examples of whole-school reform and targeted approaches to reform, the priority does not require eligible applicants to use a specific strategy, practice, or program from those examples.  This priority is intentionally broad so as to provide eligible applicants with flexibility to propose projects that best reflect the variety of resources applicants bring to bear to turn around persistently low performing schools and the students they intend to serve so long as the proposed project represents a whole-school or targeted approach to reform. 

L.  OTHER MATTERS
L-10(a).
When is the application deadline for Scale-up and Validation grants?

The application deadline for Scale-up and Validation grants is 4:30:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 30, 2012.

Note that the application instructions in the Grants.gov system indicate that the deadline is May 29, 2012, but that has been changed.  The Department published correction notices for the notices inviting applications for the Scale-up and Validation grants on April 30, 2012 (77 FR 25469, http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-04-30/pdf/2012-10373.pdf).  In these correction notices, the Department changed the Deadline for the Transmittal of Applications for both Scale-up and Validation grants to May 30, 2012, because the Grants.gov help desk will be closed on Memorial Day (Monday, May 28), the day before the initial application deadline (May 29) for Scale-up and Validation grants.  The Department expects that moving the application deadline for Scale-up and Validation grants to May 30, 2012, will give applicants better access to the Grants.gov help desk to address any issues related to submitting their applications.  
L-14(a).
How does an eligible applicant attach the i3 Applicant Information Sheet (Appendix H) to its application in Grants.gov?

The i3 Applicant Information sheet is available on the i3 website at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/innovation/applicant.html.  Applicants must complete this form electronically, “save as” a .PDF, and upload the generated .PDF to the “Other Attachments Form” of the application in Grants.gov.  

Note that for each appendix, eligible applicants are asked to save files as a .PDF, label each file with the Appendix name (e.g., Appendix H – Applicant Information Sheet), and upload the file to the “Other Attachments Form.”  For additional instructions and tips for submitting the i3 application, see the application package and the Application Tips, available on the i3 website.
