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	Description of Project:
	Citizen Schools, in partnership with Boston Public Schools (MA), Chicago Public Schools (IL), Houston Independent School District (TX), the New York City Department of Education (NY), Oakland Unified School District (CA), and Ravenswood City School District (CA), proposes an i3 Development project under Absolute Priority 2 to recruit, train, and support thousands of volunteers to lead STEM apprenticeships. Supported by a $3 million i3 investment, this 3.5-year project will test a promising innovation with the potential to increase the number of students from underrepresented groups who are prepared for advanced education and careers in STEM.

Citizen Schools’ unique apprenticeship model brings volunteer experts into high-need schools, where they are supported by trained staff as they share what they know and love with students. Based on existing theories and evidence, the project is expected to significantly increase STEM interest and aspirations, achievement, and college readiness, ultimately increasing the number of individuals from traditionally underrepresented groups who are prepared for education and careers in STEM. In early pilots, students who participated in STEM apprenticeships reported interest in STEM at more than twice national rates.

The proposed project has the following objectives:

· Implement at least 1,500 volunteer-led, hands-on, semester-long STEM apprenticeships, providing more than 20,000 apprenticeship experiences for up to 16,000 high-need students in grades 6-8

· Examine implementation and impact on student outcomes, both short-term (STEM awareness, engagement, enthusiasm) and mid-term (academic skills, 21st century skills, increased likelihood of pursuing advanced education and careers in STEM), through an independent evaluation

· Develop resources and share learning to inform the field and support future implementation by the project partners and others



	Project Evaluator:
	Beth Gamse
Beth_Gamse@abtassoc.com

	Organization:
	Abt Associates


