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	Description of Project:
	The Center for Community Arts Partnerships (CCAP) at Columbia College Chicago, a 

nonprofit institution of higher education, is partnering with an LEA, Chicago Public Schools (CPS), to request an i3 Development grant for the Convergence Academies project. The project addresses Absolute Priority 4 by working to turn around persistently low-performing schools with a whole school reform model that embeds digital media arts and technology into curriculum and inquiry-based instruction, building critical technology skills and 21st century literacies for students and teachers. The project will also address Competitive Preference Priority 7 (Innovations that Support College Access and Success) and 10 (Technology). Using a quasi-experimental design, the project will work with a high school and feeder elementary school, serving approximately 1,200 students each year of the 3-year project. 

Project activities include:
Creation of a K-16 continuum in digital media learning; project-based digital media integrated 

curriculum units; high quality research-based professional development for teachers; Digital 

Media Coaches who are professional digital media artists to support and collaborate with teachers; college readiness workshops and mentoring; and digital media learning opportunities outside the classroom. Project objectives are: 1) create a whole school reform model that infuses digital media into all aspects of the school: curriculum, instruction, professional development, student supports, and parent/community engagement; 2) Assess the impact of the model on student learning, engagement, and achievement in multiple areas; 3) Assess the impact of the model on teachers’ capacity to integrate digital media and technology into curriculum. 

Outcomes include: 
Teachers implementing digital media integrated curriculum and student-centered teaching practices; increased student academic achievement and engagement; increased college and career readiness; increased ability for students to critically analyze and create media; and documentation of the model for scale-up. 
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