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	Description of Project: 
	This project will build on a proven, effective professional development (PD) model, ExCELL, which has been shown to increase children’s language and teacher quality. Through an iterative design process, ExCELL-E (Exceptional Coaching for Early Language and Literacy-Enhanced), a research-based PreK through first grade professional development model will be developed. ExCELL-E will support teachers in developing language and literacy among native English speakers and English language learners (ELLs), using targeted coaching and technological resources. In Year 1, a PreK version of ExCELL-E will be developed. In Year 2, (a) ExCELL-E will be tested in high-poverty PreK settings, and (b) carefully aligned kindergarten and first grade versions will be developed. In Year 3, we will test the kindergarten and first grade ExCELL-E versions. Finally, in Year 4, we will conduct a pilot RCT to assess the effects of the program on teachers’ behaviors and children’s outcomes in PreK, K, and 1st grade. Objectives and Expected Outcomes: The objective is the development of ExCELL-E, a PD intervention aligned for PreK, K and first grade classrooms which can be brought to scale feasibly and with fidelity. Our expected outcomes are that teachers will employ high-quality teaching strategies that result in improved child language and literacy outcomes.  
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