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	Description of Project: 
	The majority of American teachers are not prepared to lead the type of teaching/learning needed to equip our students to effectively compete in the global economy of the 21st century. America must transform its system of educator preparation from facilitation of teachers’ conceptual understanding to exhibited competency. Increasingly rigorous academic standards that require students to apply critical thinking also increase the requirements for teachers. A prerequisite to any true renaissance in American education, teacher education must be reformed to foster adept teaching competencies built on knowledge & reasoning. The COE at TTU, Lubbock ISD, Teach scape & Texas Instruments will implement & test a competency-based model of educator preparation & school intervention. Using innovative technology to constantly observe & shape teachers’ classroom competencies, the partnership will: 1A) design & implement a competency-based pre-service teacher education program that yields new teachers rated as highly competent in subject-area, pedagogy & produce student achievement gain scores greater than the district average; 1B) implement & test the impact of competency-based school intervention in mathematics at six historically low-performing middle & high schools in LISD. This will result in: ethnically diverse, high-need & historically failing students achieving one & one half grade levels in an academic year & performing at the college readiness benchmark level on mathematics on the state exam; demonstrated mastery of mathematics teachers in grades 6-9 in content knowledge, pedagogy & impact on the academic growth of a range of learners; and demonstrated mastery of teacher leaders & administrators to independently lead competency school operations; 2) expand competency-based school intervention across Texas improving the achievement of at least 22,155 high-needs students by December 2016; and 3) disseminate research on the model & provide implementation consultation.  
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