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	Description of Project: 
	New Visions for Public Schools, in partnership with the New York City Department of Education and the Silicon Valley Mathematics Initiative (SVMI), proposes to create the Accessing Algebra Through Inquiry project to drive student achievement in 30 high-need New York City secondary schools by implementing the high quality, validated SVMI assessments and Mathematics Design Collaborative (MDC) formative assessment lessons in algebra and geometry using the research-based practice of Teacher Inquiry, or Learning Teams. Selected schools will have large numbers of minority students, most living below the poverty line. This proposal will lead to substantial growth in student achievement in selected schools and will be a learning pilot for the broader New York State adoption of new math Common Core standards and the systematic implementation of inquiry or learning teams across the city and the state. The MDC lessons provide teachers with the tools to continually monitor student understanding of specific concepts and respond with targeted interventions. NV will work with teams of teachers to implement these lessons based on results of SVMI quarterly assessments using the inquiry team model, and will provide intensive support to teacher teams as they choose and prepare the formative assessment lessons, and will work with school leaders to ensure that they set the conditions for effective implementation. The robust data systems that New Visions has developed will allow the inquiry team to track groups of students and collaborate with colleagues on instructional strategies to move students forward. As such, A (2) I will become a powerful agent to ensure that students do not fall off track - a critical consideration in New York City, where graduation rates still hover at around 60% despite varied and extensive reform efforts, and where the achievement gap is most glaring in math and literacy. 
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