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	Description of Project: 
	The North Carolina New Schools Project (NCNSP) will partner with 8 Rural LEAs to implement NCNSP Design Principles and Early College High School (ECHS) Strategies in 18 traditional high schools serving high need students. Each school and district will receive a portfolio of tailored and integrated services including leadership and instructional coaching. Teachers will learn to implement the NCNSP Common Instructional Framework to provide students with a consistent environment where every student is challenged to read, write, think, and talk every day in every class. Students will be encouraged and financially and academically supported to earn 21 or more college credits while in high school. Students and families learn the college application process and the skills needed to succeed in college and careers. The NCNSP implementation of ECHS has been shown to be effective in a randomized controlled trial involving 3,100 students in 33 cohorts in 19 sites. The project goals are to: 1) Significantly improve student outcomes including increasing the 4-year cohort graduation rate by an average of 10 percentage points, successful completion of college preparatory courses, and increased earning of college credit; 2) Build capacity in rural low-income districts; and 3) Build a platform for expansion. The project will serve over 21,400 students. Special features include strategies for virtual courses for students and online support for staff. The official partners are the North Carolina New Schools Project, Beaufort County Schools, Columbus County Schools, Duplin County Schools, Hertford County Schools, Madison County Schools, Richmond County Schools, Sampson County Schools, Wilkes County Schools and SERVE. Other partners include the North Carolina Community College System and the State Board of Education.  
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