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	Description of Project: 
	The Fresno County Office of Education (FCOE) seeks a Development Grant to enhance and scale up the Expository Reading and Writing Course (ERWC). Created by the California State University (CSU) to reduce the need for remediation in English for first-year students and well-matched to the Common Core State Standards, the ERWC represents an exceptional approach to implementing high-quality standards (Absolute Priority 3) and promotes college access and success (Competitive Preference Priority 7) for all students, including English Language Learners (Competitive Preference Priority 8). This innovative course deploys cutting edge reading pedagogy, integrated writing assignments, and Aristotelian rhetoric to develop student’s critical reading and writing ability. The project proposes to 1) expand, update, and refine the curriculum, 2) increase the scope and effectiveness of professional development, 3) establish intensive implementation classrooms, and 4) investigate the effectiveness of the ERWC using a rigorous, quasi-experimental research design. Project outcomes expect 1) approximately 3,000 students, including English language learners, to demonstrate college readiness at the end of 12th grade and subsequent success in their first and second years of college; 2) approximately 75 teachers to demonstrate the capacity to teach the ERWC effectively; and 3) district, county, and university English language arts specialists to successfully support implementing teachers through professional development and coaching. The FCOE and its other partners (CSU Chancellors Office and its Center for the Advancement of Reading, other CSU campuses and county offices of education, school districts in Fresno County and other target areas, and WestEd researchers and evaluators will work collaboratively to accomplish the projects goals and objectives. This work is also supported by the generous contributions of the Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Walter S. Johnson Foundation, the California Community Fund, and the James Irvine Foundation. 
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