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	Description of Project: 
	Take Stock in Children's (TSIC's) approach for Facilitating Long-Term Improvements in Graduation and Higher Education for Tomorrow (FLIGHT) includes five key elements, each of which is supported by a wealth of education research: 
(1) mentoring and case management; 
(2) academic and behavioral monitoring via study of key data indicators; 
(3) multiyear interventions, beginning in middle school, by a circle of adults committed to ensuring academic success; 
(4) early commitment scholarships combined with academic support services; and 
(5) establishment of practices to support a college-going culture in middle and high school. 
Each FLIGHT student is guaranteed a college scholarship provided by TSIC and its donor network. At-risk student participants receive wraparound supports, including ongoing academic and behavioral monitoring, case management, school-based mentoring and individualized interventions. TSIC Student Advocates monitor participating students' academic and behavioral records through a data platform integrating state, district and school-level information to ensure timely student interventions. The College Enrollment and Retention program component also helps ensure achievement of additional project goals that include increasing the high school graduation rate and postsecondary access and success among low-income and minority students by providing postsecondary preparation, transition services and supports during their first three college semesters.

The targeted population for FLIGHT is high-poverty, mostly minority students in grades 7-12 with a cohort of approximately 150 additional students per year in Years 1-3 and an additional 110-115 students per year during their first three semesters of postsecondary education through the College Access and Success program. The FLIGHT hypothesis is that providing interventions and proactive advocacy for high-needs (i.e., low-income, mostly minority) students produces

	Description of Project Continued:
	positive outcomes that include increased student academic achievement, successful high school completion, and enrollment in and completion of postsecondary education programs. The combined student population of the partnering local education agencies constitutes more than 10 percent of the K-12 population statewide, with demographics that closely mirror those of the state as a whole. The results of a detailed implementation study in the partner districts will be used to help strengthen the project's potential for scalability and replication. 

The What Works Clearinghouse has evaluated several programs with elements similar to the TSIC approach; however, none included all of the critical elements of FLIGHT. The program offers an innovative strategy for using student data to close academic achievement gaps; increase high school graduation rates; and promote postsecondary educational attainment for high-needs, mostly minority students. 



	Description of Evaluation: 

	An independent evaluator will use a true randomized experimental design to compare outcomes of FLIGHT students to those of non-FLIGHT students in grades 7, 9, and 11 in Broward and Highlands counties. Approximately 280 interested students who meet program eligibility criteria will complete a TSIC application package. All eligible applicants will then be randomly assigned to either the FLIGHT group or non-FLIGHT group and tracked for 3 years. The major research question is as follows: To what extents do students receiving TSIC services [through FLIGHT] have better academic and postsecondary outcomes compared to a similar group of students’ not receiving TSIC services? 

	Project Evaluator: 

	Dr. Joel Phillip

803-719-5102 

	Organization: 
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