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	Description of Project: 
	The Studio in a School Association, Inc., a local education agency and four other organizations are partnering to implement Arts Achieve: Impacting Student Success in the Arts. This program will accomplish the following: 
· Improve student achievement in the arts through the development and implementation of balanced arts assessments that are aligned with fifth grade, eighth grade, and high school academic achievement standards.  
· Translate the standards and information from assessments into classroom practices that support improved arts achievement for all students.  

· Promote innovations in student and teacher access to content and assessment feedback through the use of technology. 
Arts Achieve will result in the creation of online, open access educational resources that have been validated and informed by the results of the assessments and made available nationwide. This grant will also enable the introduction of technology into arts classroom practice to facilitate art creation, documentation, research, feedback, reflection, collaboration, and file sharing; both within and beyond the schools (student-to-student, student-to-teacher, student-to-parent, and student- and teacher-to-partnering arts institution). Arts Achieve puts formative and summative assessment to work to empower high-needs students to reflect, direct, and enhance their experience and performance in the arts and to connect to resources that they could not otherwise access. The project will also produce objective measures through which the partners can assess significant correlations of arts achievement to improved English language arts performance. Arts Achieve will involve 14,400 high-needs students during the term of the grant, and it has the potential to impact the more than 1.1 million children who attend New York City Department of Education schools. The research for and evaluation of this project will be conducted by Metis Associates. 



	Description of Evaluation: 

	Using random assignment, half of the selected schools will be assigned as treatment and half as control schools. Formative evaluation questions will focus on successful implementation of the project and dissemination of the resulting products. Summative questions will focus on the extent to which Arts Achieve produces assessments aligned with arts standards, the impact of the initiative on arts teachers’ instruction and their integration of technology into the classroom, and the impact of the project on student academic performance. Evaluators will use inferential techniques as part of an annual impact study. Hierarchical linear modeling may be employed for outcome analyses. 

	Project Evaluator: 

	Suzanne Hartnett 

212-425-8833 

	Organization: 

	Metis Associates 


