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	Description of Project: 
	The Building Assets-Reducing Risks Program: Replication and Expansion of an Effective Strategy to Turn Around Low-Achieving Schools 

Search Institute is applying for a development grant to replicate and expand the Building Assets-Reducing Risks (BARR) Program. BARR is a promising strategy with a focus on the first year of high school with intentionality on high-need students, student achievement and student growth. The goal of the BARR is to increase student achievement for all first year high school students using asset building and improving school climate as the means for these changes.  This will be achieved by meeting these objectives: reduce academic failure; increase student attendance, decrease disciplinary incidents; and decrease alcohol, tobacco and other drug use. BARR has been implemented and evaluated and has demonstrated results in reducing risk behaviors (i.e. failures, illegal substance use, truancy) and increasing thriving behaviors. It is listed in the National Registry of Evidence-Based Programs and Practices (NREPP).  

We will achieve the goal of turning around persistently low-performing schools through integrating student supports into the school model to address non academic barriers to learning (Absolute Priority 4). BARR will be expanded to include 10th-12 grade students at the site it was developed (St. Louis Park, MN) with innovations that support college access and success (Competitive Priority 6) while replicating the initial BARR program at three other low-performing schools across the nation including rural LEAS (Competitive Priority 8) Innovations that Serve Schools in rural LEAS. 

We will be partnering with the highly recognized program, Admission Possible, to develop our college and career readiness components. School district partners include St. Louis Park, Minnesota; (District 283); Sanford School Department, Maine; Bucksport District, Maine (RSU 25): and Hemet Unified School District in Hemet, California.  

BARR implementation will impact 7500 students from 2010-2014. 



	Description of Evaluation: 

	Implementation evaluation will assess expansion longitudinally at St. Louis Park High School, where the BARR model has operated with demonstrated outcomes. Replication will occur in three additional high schools, where longitudinal assessment of implementation success will be collected and compared in a case study analysis with the existing model's performance. Evaluators will conduct interviews with administrators, coordinators, teachers, students, parents, funders and key stakeholders and collect longitudinal student data using Search Institute's Developmental Assets Profile, School Climate Survey, and nine assets correlated to academic success. These will be linked to grades, attendance, discipline and substance used to measure student outcomes. 
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