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	Description of Project: 
	The Arts for Learning Lessons Project (A4L) integrates standards-focused, text-based content and arts strategies to improve student achievement in literacy, learning, and life skills. A4L is designed to improve student achievement through distinctive features that include (1) leveraging motivation and engagement in the arts for reading and writing instruction; (2) expanding time students spend reading and writing, both in and out of school; (3) efficiently using instructional time by integrating arts with teaching literacy skills; (4) effectively interweaving reading, writing, and the arts to meet specific standards and to foster habits of learning and life; (5) enriching the curriculum by engaging students with a variety of art forms and literacy genres; (6) recognizing individual strengths to build confidence for independent learning and creativity; (7) uniting diverse classrooms with group work and public presentations that build community; (8) documenting, with feedback, the evolution of student work in literacy and the arts; (9) involving arts specialists in the integration of arts by classroom teachers — a pioneering role; (10) utilizing professional learning communities supplemented by technologies to spark collegial initiative and innovations that target needs; and (11) ensuring equal access to a well-rounded education by restoring or maintaining arts in the curriculum. 
Through this project, the partners will (1) develop and enhance A4L for students in grades 3 through 5 while developing and refining a sixth unit for implementation at grade 4, focused on strengthening the student writing components and support for English language learner (ELL) students; (2) implement two A4L units with an arts residency in every classroom in grades 3 through 5 — in half of all classrooms in years 2-4 of the project and in all classrooms in year 5; and (3) conduct a comprehensive program evaluation to monitor implementation and to rigorously evaluate the impact of A4L on student achievement. Three student achievement outcomes serve as benchmarks for the success of the program: 

1 Reduce achievement gaps for ELL students, students with disabilities, economically disadvantaged students, and ethnic/racial minority students by 40 percent from the baseline. 

2 Increase the percentage of students meeting the district's College and Career Readiness Benchmark on the state reading assessment to 88 percent at grades 4 and 5 and 80 percent at grade  

3 Increase the percentage of fourth-grade students meeting the state writing achievement standards to 75 percent from the baseline of 60 percent.  



	Description of Project Continued:
	1. Reduce achievement gaps for ELL students, students with disabilities, economically disadvantaged students, and ethnic/racial minority students by 40 percent from the baseline. 

2. Increase the percentage of students meeting the district's College and Career Readiness Benchmark on the state reading assessment to 88 percent at grades 4 and 5 and 80 percent at grade  

3. Increase the percentage of fourth-grade students meeting the state writing achievement standards to 75 percent from the baseline of 60 percent.  



	Description of Evaluation: 

	The evaluation will consist of both formative and summative components and will employ a multi-method approach. A 3-year, cluster-randomized trial will be conducted in 32 elementary schools in grades 3-5 to examine the impact of the A4L curriculum on student achievement. The summative evaluation will be guided by the following research questions: 
1. What is the impact of A4L lessons on English language arts achievement? 21st-century skills? 
2. Do some subpopulations of students benefit more from A4L lessons than others? 
3. What factors contribute to implementation fidelity? 
4. What aspects of the A4L professional development model are critical? 
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