Innovative Approaches to Literacy

APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY FORM FY 2012

How To Submit: 

Applicants must complete and submit all relevant sections of this form and, if applicable, submit additional documentation confirming eligibility at the time the application is uploaded to Grants.gov. During the upload process, select “Optional Other” to attach this material to the application before selecting final upload.  Remember, you must convert the completed form into a pdf document before uploading it in the Grants.gov system.

All applicants are required to submit evidence of eligibility as follows:

· Local educational agency (LEA) applicants must submit evidence that they meet the definition of high-need LEA as defined in the notice inviting applications (NIA) and below.

· National not-for-profit organization (NNP) applicants must submit evidence that they meet the definition of national not-for-profit organization as defined in the NIA and below and that they serve children and students within the attendance boundaries of a high-need LEA as defined in the NIA and below.

· Consortium applicants must identify the lead entity that is applying for the grant and that will serve as the fiscal agent, provide documentation that each LEA included in the proposal meets the definition of high-need LEA as defined in the NIA and below, and provide documentation that each NNP included in the proposal meets the definition of NNP as defined in the NIA and below and that it serves children and students within the attendance boundaries of a high-need LEA as defined in the NIA and below. 

High-need local educational agency means an LEA, including a charter school or State-administered school that is considered an LEA under State law, in which at least 25 percent of the students aged 0-17 in the geographic area served by the LEA (or, in the case of a charter school that is an LEA, at least 25 percent of the students enrolled in the school) are from families with incomes below the poverty line based on the most recent satisfactory data available from the U.S. Census Bureau at the time the NIA was published. These data are Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates for school districts for the most recent income year.  A list of LEAs by State with family poverty rates (based on these Census Bureau data) is posted on our Web site at www.ed.gov/programs/ial/eligibility.html.

National not-for-profit organization means an agency, organization, or institution owned and operated by one or more corporations or associations whose net earnings do not benefit, and cannot lawfully benefit, any private shareholder or entity.  In addition, it means, for the purposes of this program, an organization of national scope that is supported by staff or affiliates at the State and local levels, who may include volunteers, and that has a demonstrated history of effectively developing and implementing literacy activities.

Instructions: 

Complete the following sections and submit documentation as appropriate.

· Section I must be completed by all applicants. 

· Section II must be completed by all applicants. Additional documentation may be required depending on entity type.

· Section III must be completed by applicants that include one or more NNPs. Additional documentation is required.

· Section IV must be completed by applicants that are applying as consortia. Additional documentation is required.

SECTION I
Instructions: Check the box that describes how the applicant is applying, and follow instructions in sections II-IV.

· as a high-need LEA (as defined in the NIA and above); 

· as an NNP (as defined in the NIA and above) that serves children and students from a high-need LEA; 

· as a consortium of one or more NNPs that serve children and students from high-need LEAs; or

· as a consortium of high-need LEAs.
SECTION II 
Instructions--Part A:  Enter the name and address of the applicant or, in the case of a consortium application, the lead entity in the first block. If the applicant or lead entity is an LEA, provide the Census Bureau’s Small Area Income and Poverty Estimate information. An NNP applying outside of a consortium must provide poverty rates for the LEAs it is serving. If this is a consortium application, complete the rest of Part A for all additional LEAs and NNPs in the consortium, providing the Census Bureau’s Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates for LEAs and for LEAs with children and students served by the NNPs. Attach additional pages as needed. If the applicant, or lead entity for a consortium application, is an LEA and is not included with the Census Bureau’s Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates for school districts, check here: ( , and include appropriate documentation as described in Part B.
	Section II – Part A

	Name and Address of Applicant or Lead Entity for Consortium Application
	Entity Type (check all that apply) 
	Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates for school districts 

	
	( LEA

( Charter School

( State-Administered School 

( Regional Service Agency 

( NNP 

( Separately established entity 
	_______________________

If LEA, enter code

_______________________

If LEA, enter Percent Poverty 

	Other LEAs or NNPs included in proposal (NNPs must provide eligibility information for all LEAs with students to be served by this grant.)

	
	( LEA

( Charter School

( State-Administered Schools 

( Regional Service Agency

( NNP 

 
	_______________________

LEA code

_______________________

Percent Poverty 

	
	( LEA

( Charter School

( State-Administered Schools 

( Regional Service Agency

( NNP 

 
	_______________________

LEA code

_______________________

Percent Poverty 

	
	( LEA

( Charter School

( State-Administered Schools 

( Regional Service Agency

( NNP 

 
	_______________________

LEA code

_______________________

Percent Poverty 


Instructions—Part B:  Complete Part B for charter schools, State-Administered Schools, and Regional Service Agencies (with students to be served by this grant) that are identified as LEAs under State law, but are not listed with the Census Bureau’s Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates for school districts. Applicants that list entities in Part B must submit verifiable written communication from a State certifying official that includes the name of the entity and confirms that the named entity: a) is considered an LEA by the State under State law, and b) has a student enrollment at least 25 percent of whom are from families with incomes below the poverty line. Attach additional pages as needed.

	Section II – Part B

	Name and Address of Entity 
	Entity Type (check all that apply)
	State Certifying Official and Confirmation of Poverty

	
	( LEA

( Charter School

( State-Administered School 

( Regional Service Agency 
	_______________________

Name of State Official 

_______________________

Percent Poverty 

( Confirmation Attached?

	
	( LEA

( Charter School

( State-Administered School 

( Regional Service Agency 
	_______________________

Name of State Official 

_______________________

Percent Poverty 

( Confirmation Attached?

	
	( LEA

( Charter School

( State-Administered School 

( Regional Service Agency 
	_______________________

Name of State Official 

_______________________

Percent Poverty 

( Confirmation Attached?

	
	( LEA

( Charter School

( State-Administered School 

( Regional Service Agency 
	_______________________

Name of State Official 

_______________________

Percent Poverty 

( Confirmation Attached?


SECTION III
Instructions: To demonstrate that an applicant or consortium member meets the definition of NNP, select the appropriate boxes in A - C below and submit: a) documentation of nonprofit 501(c)(3) status verification, b) verifiable evidence that the organization  is national in scope, and c) verifiable evidence that the organization has a demonstrated history of effectively developing and implementing literacy activities. Consortium applicants must copy and submit a completed Section III page, with corresponding documentation, for each NNP in the consortium.

A. Select at least one  form of documentation described below to demonstrate not-for-profit status. Attach this to the application when submitting to Grants.gov.

· legal evidence of a current 501(c) (3) (not-for-profit) designation by the Internal Revenue Service; 

· a statement from a State taxing body or the State Attorney General certifying that: (1) the organization is a not-for-profit organization operating within the State and (2) no part of its net earnings may lawfully benefit any private shareholder or individual; or

· a certified copy of the applicant's certificate of incorporation or similar document if it clearly establishes the not-for-profit status of the applicant.

B. Select at least one form of documentation to demonstrate that the NNP is an organization of national scope. Attach these to the application when submitting to Grants.gov.

· the organization's charter, articles of incorporation, or other documents establishing the organization and describing its mission as being national in scope; 

· proof that the organization has a national presence as evidenced by the geographic scope of its activities; or

· other documentation that the organization is of national scope. Provide the title of this document in the space below.

__________________________________________________________

C. Provide the citation or evidence that the organization has a demonstrated history of effectively developing and implementing literacy activities in the space below, or provide documentation to demonstrate that the organization meets this requirement.

___________________________________________________________

SECTION IV
Instructions:  Applicants applying as consortia must identify the entity that is applying for the grant and provide documentation that each member entity has entered into an agreement that details the activities each member plans to perform and that binds each member to every statement and assurance made by the applicant in the application.
Identify the consortium type:

· a consortium of NNPs

· a consortium of LEAs

B. Consortium members must enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) or other binding agreement that provides a description of the planned activities along with assurances that each entity agrees with the proposed approach.

At a minimum, the MOU or other binding agreement must include:

(1) A commitment by each participating member to implement the project described in the application; 

(2) An identification of the lead applicant and consortium members;

(3) A description of the responsibilities of the lead applicant in managing any grant funds and ensuring overall implementation of the proposed project as described in the application, if approved by the Department;

(4) A description of the activities that each member of the group will perform; and

(5) A statement binding each member of the group to every statement and assurance made in the application.

Title of Agreement____________________________________________________
[image: image1]
