Archived Information

Questions from Webinars
1. Are applicants required to provide services to non-public schools?  

No, applicants are not required to provide services to non-public schools under the Gulf Coast Recovery Grant initiative.

2. Is a charter school that was created after the Hurricane that took over a school building affected by the Hurricane eligible for this grant?

Yes, if the charter school is an LEA located in an eligible county (see the list of eligible applicants), or it is a school within an eligible LEA.

3. Is replacing the roof an allowable use of funds, even if it is at a higher pitch and changes the height of the structure?

Yes.  Roof replacement and repair is an allowable use of funds, even if the new roof is at a higher pitch.

4. May funds be used to purchase school buses?

Yes, the purchase of school buses is an allowable use of funds under this initiative.  The entire cost of the buses may be charged to the grant, if that cost is approved as part of the LEA’s application.

5. May funds be used for projects that are already in progress?

Generally, no.  Grant funds awarded under this initiative are intended for new projects and activities (i.e., obligations incurred during the grant period, not previous obligations).  See 34 CFR 75.703.   However, funds may be used for a previously planned project to the extent that obligations have not been incurred.  Therefore, funds may be used to fund a contract that was put out for bid prior to the award date of the grant, as long as the contract was not executed prior to the grant period.  Applicants should note, however, that one of the selection criteria for this program is the need for the project, which includes whether other sources of funds are available to meet the needs of the targeted schools.   

6. Can two LEAs join together to apply for these funds?

Yes.  Two or more eligible LEAs may join together in a consortium or partnership arrangement and apply for GCRG funding.  See 34 CFR 75.127-128.  However, one of the LEAs must be designated as the fiscal agent for purposes of receiving the federal grant.

7. Are applications limited to “persistently lowest-achieving schools”? 

No.  However, applicants that include at least one persistently lowest-achieving school in their application will receive 5 extra points.  The selection criteria total 100 points.  The highest score of an applicant who does not include a persistently lowest-achieving school in their application is 100.  The highest score of an applicant who does include a persistently lowest-achieving school in their application is 105.
