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PART I - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION  
 
School and District’s Certifications 
 
The signatures of the school principal and district superintendent (or equivalents) on the next page 
certify that each of the statements below concerning the school’s eligibility and compliance with 
the following requirements is true and correct.   
 

1. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12.  (Schools 
on the same campus with one principal, even a K-12 school, must apply as an entire 
school.) 
 

2. The school achieves or comes close to achieving the goals of all three green Ribbon 
Pillars: 1) environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments; 
and 3) environmental and sustainability education. 

 
3. The school has been evaluated and selected from among schools within the state or 

Nominating Authority’s jurisdiction (BIE, DoDEA), based on documented achievement 
toward the three Green School Pillars and Elements. 

 
4. Neither the nominated public school nor its public school district is refusing the U.S. 

Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) access to information necessary 
to investigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district wide compliance review. 
 

5. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the public school district concluding 
that the nominated public school or the public school district as a whole has violated 
one or more of the civil rights statutes. A violation letter of findings will not be 
considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective action plan to remedy the 
violation. 

 
6. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the public 

school or the public school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil 
rights statutes or the Constitution’s equal protection clause. 

 
7. There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in 

a U.S. Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the public school or 
public school district in question; or if there are such findings, the state or public school 
district has corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings. 

 
8. The school meets all applicable federal, state, tribal and local health, environmental and 

safety requirements in law, regulations and policy and is willing to undergo EPA on-site 
verification. 





















































 

Green Ribbon Schools 
2012  Evaluation Rubric 

 
Applicant: Denver Green School 

Part I:    Proposal Introduction  No Points
Part II:  Pillar I: Environmental Impact and Energy Efficiency  33/35 
Part III:  Pillar II: Healthy School Environments  30/30
Part IV:  Pillar III: Environmental and Sustainability Education  37/40

  Total:  100/105

 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
Strengths: 

 Have reduced electrical energy 47% in 2011 – via solar panels, sola‐tubes, lighting reduction 
policy. 

 Have cut water use by half in last 3 years – with 6th graders trying to find more savings via an 
audit. 

 63% of waste us recycled or composted – 1st graders identify “Terra Cycle” waste to sell. 

 66% of students and 25% of faculty use alternative transportation modes. 

 Actively engage students in finding and implementing additional savings/reductions. 

 Have an IPM Plan, manage for high indoor air quality, engage kids in active use of recess; grow and 
provide veggies to cafeteria; Healthy school environment included in ongoing school program. 

 Have numerous partnerships, plus standards‐based curriculum planning & learning opportunities 
throughout the curriculum, with civic engagement, an assessment system to enable students to 
demonstrate environmental & sustainability concepts & curricular programs and connections to 
career & college opportunities in environmental & sustainability.  
 

Weaknesses: 
 Did not state whether they are aiming for “zero‐waste”. 
 Consider creating an anti‐idling policy & a safe pedestrian program. 
 47% reduction is only in electricity‐ what other sources of energy are there & what reductions 

there? 
 Opportunities for improvement include: consider purchasing CF paper; continuing to strive for 

more use of alternative transportation; implementing asthma management & UV skin‐protection 
programs.  

 

Final Review: 
 Overall review group top recommendation 

 School of Innovation 

 Farm to table program – cafeteria completely supplied by farm and garden 

 Curriculum 

 Total school/community involvement 

 

 

Recommendation:  Nominate X


