














































A California Distinguished School 

 
  
  
  

 
Summary of Achievements  

 
 
With the support of Long Beach Unified School District (LBUSD), Longfellow has earned the EPA's 
ENERGY STAR certification for 2010 and 2011, and fully implemented the Facility Energy 
Assessment Matrix within the EPA's Guidelines for Energy Management. We are proud to share that 
our school has experienced a 17% reduction of non-transportation energy use, 34% reduction of 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) reduction, and during the 2010-11 school year recycled 29 tons of mixed 
recyclables, resulting in a waste diversion rate of 46%.  We achieved the Benchmark Division for 
2010-2011 California K-12 School Recycling Challenge, and in 2011-2012 we moved up to the 
Competitive Division.  Water consumption also decreased by 2.69 (measured in gallons per occupant).  
Our school was a California State PTA Spotlight Environmental Award winner for 2010-2011.  
 
To promote a healthy and safe school environment, Longfellow is part of the LBUSD Energy 
Management Program and Environmental Health and Safety Program. This program provides support 
and monitoring of key aspects of the impact of our many school programs. Longfellow has established 
Safe Pedestrian Routes to school.  Over 25% of students walk or bike to school, while 44% carpool.  
Our school participates in SHAPE California, a network of 90 school districts working to provide a 
consistent healthy nutritional message. All Longfellow students spend a minimum of 100 minutes per 
week in outdoor physical education activities taught by certificated teachers.  In 2010-2011, 90% of 
Longfellow’s fifth graders scored within the Healthy Fitness Zone on the California Physical Fitness 
Test in four out of five areas, a major illustration of our students’ success. 
 
Critical to our instructional program, the science curriculum correlates to environmental and 
sustainability principles as a context for learning.  For example, in kindergarten and the fourth and fifth 
grades, students learn about various aspects of our resources, their finite nature and the need to 
conserve. In the second and third grades, students learn about life cycles and animal habitats. Last year, 
Longfellow opened a new science lab, which is used by students in all grade levels. The science lab, in 
addition to our garden / outdoor classroom, allow for additional hands on experimentation and 
discovery. During Earth Week, Longfellow's Green Team provides science-and math-based activities 
for all grade levels to perform in the science lab and around the school's campus. These included a 
math-based "trash audits” and litter reduction activities. This summer, we will complete an additional 
outdoor reading room and garden. Students at each grade level participate in fieldtrips, which provide 
for an array of outdoor learning experiences and enrich their on-campus learning.  
 
Longfellow has a number of successful school-wide projects and practices which enhance students' 
environmental and sustainability learning. These include: lunchtime recycling, classroom recycling and 
our garden / outdoor classroom, which includes a native plant garden, vegetable garden beds and fruit 
trees. Our Walk to School Wednesday and Friday Recycling programs engage all students in practices 
that teach about the environment and sustainability. Our food donation program teaches all students 
about waste reduction and recycling.  Our new student Green Team is creating short public service 
announcement videos that teach about environmental programs.  
 
The current school wide programs were developed based upon observations and data. Until 2009 - 
2010, there was no recycling at lunch and on a daily basis, students filled at least 7 to 8 trashcans per 
lunch hour at the lunch benches alone. We are proud to share that now, it is rare that the ONE outside 

 

LONGFELLOW 
3800 Olive Ave. Long Beach, CA  90807 

 (562) 595-0308 
 



A California Distinguished School 

trashcan is more than half full at the end of lunch, even though our student population has increased by 
25% since 2009-2010. This sort of practical implementation of environmental practices teaches 
Longfellow students that there is something each student can do to help with waste abatement. 
Additionally, the fifth grade Science California State Test includes environmental and sustainability 
concepts. In 2010-2011, 89% of Longfellow fifth graders scored "proficient" or better on this test. 
 
Longfellow has a strong sense of community, and there are many opportunities to support ongoing 
green efforts. The most significant of these are Green Team meetings, a forum for discussion and 
planning of Longfellow's green efforts. Green efforts are also discussed at monthly PTA meetings and 
are a part of our school wide presentations and recognition at each month’s First Friday Flag ceremony 
assembly. As a means of making Green Team information public, updates are also posted on the 
school web page.  Longfellow’s Green Team has worked extensively with members of our school 
community including LBUSD, the city of Long Beach, and many private organizations to help support 
and promote Longfellow’s green school efforts.  Longfellow serves as a model for green schools 
within our district, and we are greatly honored with the opportunity to apply for the title of U.S. 
Department of Education Green Ribbon School. 

 






