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FY 2015 GEAR UP State Abstract
PR Award Number:  P334S150008
Grantee:  Wichita State University 

Director’s Name:  Corinne Nilsen
State:  Kansas
Year One Funding:  $2,706,452
Telephone Number:  316-978-7810
E-mail Address:  corinne.nilsen@wichita.edu
The State of Kansas has designed a “Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP)” project entitled, “Kansas Kids @ GEAR UP (KKGU).”  This project has been in existence for twelve years with Wichita State University (WSU) as the lead institution. KKGU provides early intervention services and scholarships to individuals in foster care as “priority students.”  The State of Kansas with the assistance of Wichita State University is proposing to establish outcome objectives, provide services to meet these objectives, evaluate the success of these services, and provide success stories on low income students and students in the state foster care system.

Kansas Governor Sam Brownback has designated Wichita State University, the lead institution, to implement and continually improve the project with the cooperation of State agencies and programs throughout the State of Kansas. The proposed State grant will collaborate with existing GEAR UP partnerships in Kansas School Districts, and many other educational and social service resources to provide the skills so desperately needed by this population. Key partners include the Kansas Board of Regents, the Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF); this currently contracts foster care to two privatized agencies, the State Department of Education and the federally-funded TRIO programs.

KKGU will serve 2,500 students annually throughout the state of Kansas. The KKGU experience parallels the findings from the University of Washington which showed that less than 11 percent of children that have been in the foster care system will go on to college.  Fewer than 2.5 percent will graduate from college.  For a number of reasons, foster children fail to receive information, skills, and proper academic counseling from middle and high schools needed for successful college completion. KKGU plans to build upon past successes to fill the gap so that these students have the necessary tools, preparation and information including financial, academic requirements and assistance to complete their college degree.

FY 2015 GEAR UP Partnership Abstracts
PR Award Number:  P334A150032
Grantee:  Utah State University 

Director’s Name:  James Dorward 
State:  Utah
Year One Funding:  $2,366,400
Telephone Number:  435-797-1471
E-mail Address:  jim.dorward@usu.edu
The State of Utah’s rural communities and schools are being transformed ethnically, educationally and culturally by an influx of Mexican-Immigrant, domestic Hispanic families, and by the growing numbers of tribal families in the largest U.S. tribal community in land mass, the Ute Indian Tribe.  Schools experience challenges related to suicide, gang membership, identity, migration, race/gender stereotyping, poverty, language, attendance and cultural preparation of teachers all related to student achievement outcomes. These changes are compounding long existing challenges in rural areas of the state with historically lower socioeconomic status families of all races and ethnicities. These families have a strong, agricultural and manufacturing-based work ethic, but low educational attainment levels. Many parents have not graduated from neither high school nor attended college.

In response to these changing dynamics, eight rural school districts, three Charter Schools, Utah State University and community/ business organizations created a partnership to address the needs of these low-income and at-risk students in small, rural communities in northern Utah.  The STARS! GEAR UP Partnership will increase the number of students graduating high school, prepared for and succeed in postsecondary education. The Strategic Partners are:  1) Higher Education Institution: The Utah State University (USU) and the Utah System of Higher Education (USHE); 2) School Districts: Tooele, Granite, Elko, Uintah, Logan, Davis, South Sanpete, North Sanpete; 3) Charter Schools: American Preparatory Academy, American Preparatory Academy – New Americans, Dual Immersion Academy; and 4) Community Organizations: Utah NASA Space Consortium, Texas Instruments, Advancement via Individual Determination (AVID), Silverback, ATK Aerospace, Hill Air Force Base, and the Ute Indian Tribe.

The STARS! GEAR UP will serve 2,958 students from middle school through their first year in college.  The GEAR UP Partners selected evidence-based programs that respond to the needs of the target students.  AVID will be the program’s foundation, working in collaboration with partners to provide classroom, after school and summer tutoring programs to enhance academic achievement.  Texas Instruments’ Math Forward Program, which employs cutting edge technology will improve students’ math skills and advance teachers’ math pedagogy.  USU’s nationally ranked College of Education and the Utah NASA Space Consortium will provide comprehensive professional development and mentoring for teachers and hands-on science and math instruction to students.  College readiness activities will be provided by AVID, Silverback, TI, ATK, Hill Air Force Base, USU Student Services Division and Utah NASA Space Consortium.

PR Award Number:  P334A150065
Grantee:  Research Foundation of CUNY on behalf of Lehman College 

Director’s Name:  Herminio Martinez
State:  New York
Year One Funding:  $1,800,000
Telephone Number:  718-960-8934
E-mail Address:  herminio.martinez@lehman.cuny.edu

The Bronx GEAR UP Network, a project of the Bronx Institute of Lehman College, City University of New York will serve 2,250 students in seven Bronx public schools:  MS 390, MS 223, MS 45, MS 327, MS/HS 242, MS/HS 368, and MS/HS 505 (MS 390 and MS 45 have been designated persistently lowest achieving by New York State Education Department). The large majority of students in these schools come from low-income households, with rates of eligibility for free and reduced lunch ranging from 80-95 percent. Overall, 23 percent of the students in the targeted schools are English Language Learners and 19 percent receive Special Education services.

The challenges that the Bronx GEAR UP Network will address reflect deeply entrenched patterns of under-achievement, low expectations, and limited understanding of how to access postsecondary options among the target population of students and their families. Four project objectives have been established for the Bronx GEAR UP Network, which are fully aligned with the GEAR UP Program objectives and program measures:  (1) to increase middle school students’ academic performance and preparation for a successful high school experience; (2) to increase high school students’ academic performance and preparation for postsecondary enrollment and persistence; (3) to support GEAR UP students’ persistence in postsecondary education programs; and (4) to increase student and family engagement in activities designed to promote awareness of and access to postsecondary education options.

The Bronx GEAR UP Network project design addresses both components of the first Competitive Preference Priority—college readiness and college fit—in order to lay the foundation for participants’ success at every stage of the college pipeline.  Project services include early intervention and academic support, including after-school and Saturday tutoring sessions for at-risk students by certified teachers supported by undergraduate college student tutors and graduate student mentors; Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), American College Test (ACT), and Regents preparation sessions; STEM focused enrichment activities in extended day settings (after school, Saturdays, and summers); opportunities to participate in college level coursework; college planning and exposure experiences; and internship/leadership activities.  In addition, the Bronx GEAR UP model includes skill building activities designed to promote students’ non cognitive skills, addressing the Invitational Priority for this program.  Activities to increase student and parent knowledge about high school graduation requirements, the costs and benefits of college, and how best to access these opportunities will also be provided.

PR Award Number:  P334A150189
Grantee:  California State University, Fullerton 

Director’s Name:  Eanes Berenecea
State:  California
Year One Funding:  $1,116,440
Telephone Number:  657-278-3221
E-mail Address:  bjeanes@fullerton.edu
California State University, Fullerton GEAR UP provides robust strategic services that will foster the development and success of the future college class of 2020!  The goals are to: (1) increase the eligibility to low-income students for postsecondary education; (2) assist students in obtaining a high school diploma and succeeding in postsecondary education; and (3) educate students and their families about higher education options, preparation, and financing for success in postsecondary education.

California State University, Fullerton GEAR UP will serve the 7th grade cohort of 1,406 students beginning at South and Sycamore Junior High Schools onto Anaheim and Katella High Schools and onto their first-year of college.  The students at the target schools are predominately Latino, low-income and potentially first-generation college students.  The project will work in collaboration with the schools in the Anaheim Union High School District, partners from higher education institutions, businesses, and the community to foster a college-going culture and systemic change that will last beyond the life of the grant.

The project is committed to fostering the next generation of college graduates. Strategic services that are culturally-relevant have been designed to serve our students, families, and community. California State University, Fullerton GEAR UP will provide the following innovative services:  (1) early assessments and college entrance exam support; (2) college-level course preparation and dual enrollment; (3) academic success coaching via near-peer tutors/advisors; (4) college counseling that provides individualized college success plans to each student; (5) college and career readiness support; (6) college tours; (7) instruction on financial aid and financial planning for college; (8) GEAR UP University Academies on Saturdays and in the summer; (9) Summer Bridge and support during the first year of college; (10) parent engagement and information; and (11) professional development for teachers and counselors.
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