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T293C100005  New Jersey Department of Education  Cheri Quinlan  Cheri.Quinlan@doe.state.nj.us

Chinese, French, German, Hindi, Italian, Japanese and Spanish 9-12

It is critical that world languages programs in the United States build capacity for students to develop high degrees of proficiency in languages other than English to ensure that graduates from American high schools are on an even playing field in the global workplace with their counterparts from India, China and other emerging global economies. National organizations, such as The Partnership for 21st Century Skills, have identified multi-lingual communication as an essential skill for today’s global citizens.  

In order to determine how well high school programs are preparing students to meet this vision for a 21st century education, the New Jersey project will:  

· Measure and track student proficiency growth over time and reward increased proficiency with valued incentives; 

· Compare proficiency ratings with grades received in language classes; 

· Collect and employ research-based data to inform curricular, instructional and assessment decisions in secondary world language programs; 

· Utilize data to inform placement in language classes at the high school and post secondary levels; 

· Increase the number of students that reach higher levels of language proficiency for use in the workplace and diverse local and global communities; and 

· Disseminate findings widely to build capacity for the development of increasing numbers of standards-based and proficiency-driven programs at the high school level.  

Reliable and valid instruments are currently available to conduct this study in seven languages and will measure students’ proficiency growth at regular intervals.  Districts in the pilot study serve students from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds and represent all geographic regions of the state, as well as urban, suburban, rural, and urban-rim districts.

T293C100002  Utah State Department of Education    Sandra Talbot  Sandra_Talbot@live.com

Chinese K-6

The Utah project will provide critically needed state-level leadership for the rapidly increasing number of K-6 Chinese partial immersion programs in Utah.  The state has committed to increase the number of Chinese partial immersion programs to over 22 schools by 2013.  At the end of three years, the project will have developed a model Chinese language and literacy framework; developed materials to enable the teaching of content areas in Chinese (math and social studies) while enabling children to meet state standards in all content areas; used data from a variety of proficiency assessments to design middle and high school immersion courses; developed a model for the preparation and on-going support of immersion teachers and instructional leaders; and implemented a replicable infrastructure that can be disseminated to support partial immersion programs anywhere.

Year One—professional development, identification of existing materials and projects, and development of the framework and supporting materials

Year Two—piloting of the framework and supporting materials

Year Three—revision and refinement
