Abstracts of FY 2009 Tribal Even Start Applications Recommended for Funding

(1) PR AWARD #:
S258A090005
Award Amount: 
$105,000

Grantee:

Local Indians for Education, Inc. 
Contact:

Irma Amaro
Phone Number:
530-605-9319
Location:

Shasta Lake City, CA
Tantan Ha-taam (Four Directions) Even Start is a continuation of the federally funded program serving Pit River Indian families and other eligible families living in the rural Northern California area of Shasta Lake City. Local Indians For Education (L.I.F.E.) is the applicant. The program meets the invitational priorities by: 1) offering intensive services in all components which meet the monthly hourly requirements; and 2) providing a center-based preschool program.

On a continuing basis the project will provide comprehensive literacy services to 20 eligible, most in need families. We will serve families during the day using the Kenan Model at the center in Shasta Lake City. The goals of the program are to: 1) Increase the education and employability skills of adults; 2) Increase the developmental skills of young children to prepare them to be successful; and 3) Empower parents as full partners in the lives of their children.

In order to ensure that families attain these goals, the project provides a comprehensive year round program, integrating the following effective early childhood, adult literacy, parenting and parent-child interaction activities which will result in measurable changes in the lives of each participating family.

Adult Education: ABE classes; ESL classes; computer classes; job training; center-based tutoring for GED and high school diplomas.
Early Childhood Education: On-site licensed preschool program; enriched childcare while parents attend classes; home-based and center-based programs for all children; link to Early Head Start, Head Start and State Preschool programs; after school program.
Parent Education: Weekly parenting classes based on parents’ needs; weekly instruction in how to read books with children and appropriate follow-up activities; home-based and family visits incorporating Parents as Teachers curriculum.
Parent and Child Interactive Literacy Activities (PCILA): Daily activities during transportation times; daily PCILA in the preschool; monthly PCILA center-based activities; in-home books and activities to reinforce themes and learning; special family activities
The likelihood of success is assured through the project’s research-based approaches which build on model programs and the strong partnerships with collaborating agencies. The L.I.F.E. Center houses the Even Start program and facilities include office space for staff, a large adult education classroom, a computer lab, an infant/toddler room, and a well-equipped preschool. A fully qualified staff, the center-based preschool program, enriched childcare, transportation, and numerous outreach services facilitate participation among the most needy and hard-to-reach families. 

(2) PR/Award #: 
S258A090002

Award Amount: 
$200,000

Grantee: 

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Community Schools
Contact: 

Christine McIntier
Phone Number:  
480-362-2522

Location: 

Scottsdale, AZ

The Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community (SRPMIC) Even Start Program will be an intense fulltime, full year program for enrolled Community (tribal) members providing 60 hours a month of Adult education services, 60 hours per month of birth through 3 years of age early childhood education, 65 hours per month of 3 to 4 year of age early childhood education and 20 hour per month of parenting education and interactive literacy activities between parents and children. All requirements will be monitored by the Even Start Coordinator. 

The Even Start Program will be located at the South Education Campus, near the Accelerated Learning Academy (ALA) Campus serving SRPMIC enrolled children. The program will be modeled after the existing The Salt River Family and Childhood Education FACE Program to include home-based education as well as center based family literacy activities while the parents attend existing adult education programs. It is estimated that a minimum of 20 families will be participating, 8 teen parents enrolled at the ALA as well as 12 GED Program families the first year. 

Early childhood education will be provided to children between the ages of birth to 5 years old at the ECEC utilizing Creative Curriculum which is correlated with the AZ Early Learning Standards and Head Start Performance Standards. Adult education will be provided by the GED and teen parents will be served at the ALA, an Arizona charter school. Adult Parent Education and Parent/Child Time will be organized by the Even Start Coordinator and will be located in a classroom at the ALA. All facilities are run by the SRPMIC and meet facility code requirements as well as high educational standards. Home-based services will be provided by two Parent Educators utilizing the Parents as Teachers Born to Learn curriculum. The National Center for Family Literacy will be used as a resource by the program staff. 

The SRPMIC Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Program will collaborate with the SRPMIC Even Start Program in recruitment of families most in need of family literacy services and will be actively involved in staffing the early childhood program with parents in job training. The SRPMIC FACE Program will be an active partner, as the Home Based Program's will work together as a team for mentorship, consistency of programs for SRPMIC Community families and coordination of FACE Even Start family meetings. The goals of the two programs are the same with different implementation strategies. 

(3) PR/Award #:
S258A090001
Award Amount:
$250,000
Grantee:

San Pasqual Band of Kumeyaay Indians
Contact:  

Lorraine Orosco
Phone Number:  
760-751-1474 
Location:

Valley Center, CA

The San Pasqual Band of Kumeyaay Indians of California is a federally recognized tribe situated in rural San Diego, California, with 2,372 tribal members. San Pasqual is among the most in-need Indian communities in California, with an un/under-employment rate of 49%, low-income families at 70%, 55% of adults without High school diplomas, 14% homeless population, and a 16% transient rate among families. The huge economic disparity between Native American and mainstream communities carries over into the areas of health, college enrollment, employment, and public education. School-age Indian students are achieving at a rate that ranges from 14 to 25 percentile points behind the average population on state standards-based assessments.

The San Pasqual Even Start Family Literacy Program, with over a dozen collaborative partners continues to build on existing Adult Education, Head Start/Preschool, and Tribal Resource Center programs to implement a comprehensive and high quality Even Start Program which integrates Literacy, Academics, Culture and Self-Sufficiency into 4 components: 1) Early Childhood Education, offered through the Children’s Center Program for ages 3-5, A center-based “ ‘Estik (the Kumeyaay word for “Little”) Program” serving children from pre-natal through age three, a Pre-K summer transition component for children enrolling in kindergarten, and a K-3 academic enrichment program to guarantee Indian children success with school performance standards. 2) Parenting Education, educating and enabling parents to fulfill their role as their child’s first teacher; 3) Parent and Child Interactive Literacy Activities (PACILA) empowering parents in the education of their children through center-based literacy, developmental, and social intergenerational activities; 4) Adult Basic Education, tailored to the needs of each participant, including Adult Secondary Education services, Adult Basic Education classes, Graduate Equivalence Degree (GED) tutoring and certification, vocational training, and employment assistance.

The program serves targets 20 of the most in-need, disadvantaged families in the service area.

Focusing on retention, attendance, participation, and success, services are offered at optimal times. Our vision is based on family self-sufficiency and requires high levels of literacy and education. 
(4) PR/Award #:
S258A090001
Award Amount:
$219,984
Grantee:

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
Contact:  

Gail Juntunen
Phone Number:  
906 353-8161
Location:

Baraga, MI

The background of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC) Tribal Even Start

Program’s Dream Catcher Project is anchored on a four-year foundation of family literacy experience, building upon an articulated plan that is family-centered, community-focused and culturally-responsive in its approach. Tested, scientifically-based curricula, assessment tools, and procedures are in place to provide high quality services to program families.

Project Objectives and Activities include helping parents to build economic self sufficiency and employability through educational goals to meet the diverse needs of each family member. We also provide comprehensive early childhood education through a collaborative center model, which utilizes the strengths of tribal and community Head Start, Early Head Start, and pre-primary programs. Parent-child interaction in a language-rich home setting will be enhanced through effective parenting education and opportunities for interactive literacy activities with the intent to reinforce the parent’s role as a child’s first and most important teacher and advocate.

Our project will encompass both Invitational Priorities; Intensity and Early Childhood Education Services in a Group Setting. A formative plan for building intensity of participation is in place to meet the intensity of services provided to families who often need structure in developing commitment to the program. Through collaborations we are able to provide quality, research-based center-based group instruction for program children.

Proposed Project Outcomes include building a strong educational foundation for family success in the home, school, and workplace through an integrated, culturally responsive literacy program designed to enhance community services for promoting family achievement. To accomplish this mission we will: assist parents to develop their role as their child’s first and most important teacher; strive to remove barriers to family educational achievement, and to build upon the strengths of the Ojibwa culture through an intergenerational learning community.

We will target 20 most-in-need families allowing KBIC Even Start to place emphasis on meeting family education goals through the integration of four core components: adult education, early childhood education, parenting and interactive literacy activities.

The KBIC Even Start Center is conveniently located on the reservation in rural Baraga

County, Michigan, with service sites available through collaborating agencies. Tribal Project resources include early childhood education and daycare programs, Healthy Start, WIC, literacy materials, Youth Club, personnel, meals; as well as fully equipped modern facilities, and an experienced Even Start team to provide expert services to families.
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