Grantee Name:  Spartanburg School District 7

Project Title:
Family Circle:  From Cradle to College
Project Contact:   Isaac V. McKissick

Phone: (864) 594-6188

Email: ivmckissick@spart7.org

Mailing Address:
610 Dupre Drive


Spartanburg, SC 29307

School District:
Spartanburg School District 7
Project Sites:

· Park Hills Early Learning Center (0-K4)
Partners:  

· City of Spartanburg

· Spartanburg County Foundation

· Spartanburg Regional Foundation

· Regenesis Community Health Center

· First Steps of Spartanburg

· University of South Carolina-Upstate

· USC-Upstate Metropolitan Studies Institute

· The Riley Institute at Furman University

· Mary Black Foundation

· Big Brothers, Big Sisters of the Upstate

Project Services:  

· Early Learning Services
· Family Engagement Programs

· Mentoring and Other Youth Development Programs

· Primary Health and Dental Care

· Adult Education, Including ESL Instruction 

Project Summary:  The objective of Family Circle:  From Cradle to College is to implement a comprehensive program at an Early Learning Center focusing on Early Childhood Education, Remedial Education, Health Care Services, and Parenting, that will reduce the impact of teen pregnancy, single-parent homes and multi-generational poverty on student achievement.

Spartanburg School District 7 has approximately 7,200 students with 64% receiving free and reduced lunch.  In 2006 26.5% of births in Spartanburg, SC were born to mothers with less than a high school education and 37.2% were births to single mothers. Review of the Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of Learning-3 (DIAL-3) data indicates that 54% of the scores of four-year-olds tested for the 2009-2010 Child Development classes indicated potential delay.  Kindergarten and first grade students’ literacy levels were assessed with the Dominie Portfolio for Reading and Writing in the fall of 2009.  The results indicated that 46% of the kindergarten students and 47% of the first grade students needed additional and substantial intervention. The annual dropout rate is 6.6%, close to double the SC median district rate of 3.4%.  Spartanburg County has the fourth highest number of teen pregnancies in S.C. with the highest rates of estimated pregnancies, repeat pregnancies, live births and repeat births are within District 7 attendance boundaries. Only 1 in 4 teen mothers will ever graduate from high school.  
Each of the partners provides services to limited subgroups of our students, family and community. This team has the objective of leveraging resources to deliver timely services to convenient locations. The year 1 focus will be upon planning and validating current services and delivery models. Years 2-5 will focus on providing services onsite at Parks Hills Early Learning Center (0-K4).  Park Hills Elementary School is a persistently lowest-achieving school that will be closed in June 2011 and reopen in August 2011 as an Early Learning Center. The early learning center service model will be validated during years 1 and 2 and expanded in years 3-5. The project will serve 5,000 individuals, including 600 students, 1,200 family members and 3,200 community members.
