Grantee Name:  Paterson Public Schools

Project Title:
Paterson Public Schools:  A Renewed Commitment to Excellence through Full Service Community Schools
Project Contact:   Tobi Knehr

Phone: (973) 321-1000

Email: tknehr@paterson.k12.nj.us

Mailing Address:
90 Delaware Ave


Paterson, NJ 07503

School District:
Paterson Public School District
Project Sites:

· School #5 (1-8)

· New Roberto Clemente (K-8)
· Napier School of Technology (5-8)
Partners:  

· New Jersey Community Development Center

· Paterson YMCA

· Paterson Education Foundation

· St. Paul’s Community Development Center

· Catholic Family & Community Services

· Paterson Public Library

· Clinical Outreach Services LLC

· Children’s Aid Society

Project Services:  

· Remedial Education & Academic Enrichment Activities

· Family Engagement Programs

· Mentoring and Other Youth Development Programs

· Community Service and Service Learning Opportunities

· Job Training and Career Counseling Services

· Nutrition Services and Physical Activities

· Primary Health and Dental Care

· Adult Education, Including ESL Instruction 

Project Summary:  The Paterson Public School District (PPS) in Paterson, New Jersey is committed to reforming its school system.  It has embraced the concept of full service community schools (FSCS), and believes that an integrated focus on academics, health, social services, youth development and community engagement will help students, families and community members develop to their full potential.

PPS has been long troubled.  In 1991 it was taken over by the NJ Department of Education, and it remains under state control today.  Families in Paterson live in poverty, with a median income of $38,921, less than 40% of the national average. The minority population is large, crime rates are high and unemployment is soaring.  Students at Paterson schools generally perform poorly, with students’ scores on standardized tests trailing their peers across the state and the nation.

PPS proposes to convert three Title I schools to FSCS: these are School # 5, serving  grades 1-8; New Roberto Clemente (NRC), serving grades K-8; and the Napier School of Technology, serving grades 5-8. School #5 will be converted in Year 1 of the grant, and NRC and Napier in Year 2.

Programs and services that will be provided include:

· In-school clinic with medical, dental and mental health services

· In school academic assistance

· Afterschool program

· Evening youth and community center

· College bound/career program

· Anti-bullying/violence prevention 

· Summer youth employment 

· School day and afterschool sports, fitness, and nutrition programs 

· Family nights

· Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) programs

· Performing and visual arts

· Adult literacy and ESL

· Youth ESL and literacy clubs

· Adult and youth GED

· Workforce development, emergency food, and housing services

· Assistance for disabled youth and adults, immigrants and the hearing impaired

Napier School of Technology is a persistently lowest-achieving school.  Last year PPS completely reorganized this school, using the turnaround model.  Through the collaboration of PPS and our partners, we will prepare our children to be ready to learn every day, assist our families in helping their children and themselves, and provide resources to strengthen our entire community.  Over the life of the project, Paterson FSCS will serve 2,790 people, including 311 Napier students, 811 NRC students, 20% of their families and 125 community members.
