Grantee Name:  Greater Lawrence Community Action Council 

Project Title:
South Lawrence East Full Service Community School Program
Project Contact:   Ruth Tarbox

Phone: (978) 620-4706

Email: rtarbox@GLCAC.org

Mailing Address:
305 Essex Street


Lawrence, MA 01840

School District:
Lawrence Public Schools

Project Sites: 
· South Lawrence East Middle School (5-8)

Partners:  

· Boston University, School of Dental Medicine

· Boys and Girls Club of Lawrence

· YWCA of Greater Lawrence

· Family Services, Inc.

· Pathways to Family Success Family Literacy Program

· Lawrence Family Preservation/Parent Aide Program

· Women, Infants, Children Nutrition Program

Project Services:  

· Early Learning Services

· Family Engagement Programs

· Mentoring and Other Youth Development Programs

· Community Service and Service Learning Opportunities

· Nutrition Services and Physical Activities

· Primary Health and Dental Care

· Programs that Increase Access/Use of Social Services and Promote Family Financial Stability 

· Mental Health Services

· Adult Education, Including ESL Instruction 

Project Summary:  Greater Lawrence Community Action Council (GLCAC, Inc.) in collaboration with the Lawrence Public Schools and a variety community partners will increase student academic achievement at the South Lawrence East Full Service Community School (SLE FSCS) through the provision of empirically-based wrap around support services which will be offered to students, their families and the community.  

The median family income in the city is $32,007, the lowest in the state.  Lawrence has the highest percentage of foreign born residents from Latin America in the state and the LPS system has the highest percentage of Hispanic students (89.4%).  Hispanic median family income is $26,557.  Among female householders this figure is a mere $21,510.  Children raised in a female-headed Lawrence household are 91% likely to grow up in poverty.  As of February 2010, 96% (11,761) of Lawrence elementary and secondary students received free or reduced lunch.  Lawrence’s 4-year high school graduation rate is 48.1%, the lowest in the state among public non charter schools.  In addition to being poor and undereducated, Lawrence residents face numerous other challenges.  Lawrence has the highest percentage of children in the states (70%), who speak a language other than English at home.  Linguistic isolation can severely inhibit the ability of an individual or group of people to access mainstream culture and the upward social and economic mobility that correlates to this access.  

The Lawrence Public School district is fully Title 1 eligible and the SLE FSCS has been identified as a Level 4 Persistently Lowest Achieving School.  The SLE FSCS serves students in grades 5-8 and is located on the SLE Educational Complex which consists of the Breen School and the SLE Elementary School.  Standardized Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment tests (MCAS) scores for the SLE FSCS reveal that 71% of students scored either “Needs Improvement” or “Warning/Failing” on the English Language Arts (ELA) test and 89% scored either “Needs Improvement” or “Warning/Failing” on the Math portion of the test.

In order to ensure academic growth for all SLE FSCS students, GLCAC, Inc. and its partners have proposed a comprehensive plan that includes after-school, weekend, evening and summer support services.  The SLE FSCS Plan is being offered in support of the SLE Transformation Plan as part of the district’s requirements to comply with regulations from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  The Transformation Plan further addresses issues of absenteeism, truancy and suspension. The SLE FSCS will serve 2,373 of the poorest students, families and community members in Massachusetts.
