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Abstract
Project Title: York Academy Regional Charter School

Goals: The over-arching goal in seeking this CSP grant award is to continue and solidify the initial implementation of a regional charter school committed to providing a superior, well-rounded educational experience to an ethnically and socio-economically diverse student population. York Academy RCS has completed two years of instructional programming and sets as objectives during the coming third year of operation:

• To retain current student enrollment (minimum 85% retention of current students, K-3) 

• To add Grade 4 and 5 delivery capacity and student enrollment during the award period

• To meet academic performance standards as assessed by the PA System of School Assessment (PSSA) for students of each of the chartering/sending school districts

• To continue progress towards International Baccalaureate Primary Year Program authorization (operating as an identified IB PYP “Candidate School,” with IB review planned for 2015)

Expected outcomes: Upon completion of the CSP grant period, York Academy Regional Charter School will have K-5 enrollment of 450. The student population will be a multi-ethnic population, with the majority from low-income households. Students will be drawn predominantly from one urban (School District of the City of York) and two contiguous suburban school districts (Central York School District and York Suburban School District) – each original chartering districts of this multi-district, regional Pennsylvania charter school. York Academy expects that all students and all student subgroups (as defined under NCLB) will meet performance standards on state assessments, improving on and far surpassing student performance among students in the chartering urban school district.

Contributions for research, policy, practice, etc.: A key strategic principle under-pinning the creation and operation of York Academy Regional Charter School is the attraction of an economically and ethnically diverse student population into a multi-district-serving regional charter school, thereby attacking the isolation of ethnicities and economic statuses existing within the current urban/suburban school boundaries. Promotion of student diversity, including racial and ethnic diversity and, perhaps more importantly, socio-economic diversity, is a conscious and explicit value and goal of the York Academy initiative. Active recruitment of students from across these school district boundaries, coupled with provision of an educational program designed to a rigorous, internationally-recognized curricular and program framework (International Baccalaureate) promises to promote and foster the strengths of diversity and to improve student achievement for even the most disadvantaged students participating in the school’s educational program.

Meeting the Purpose of CSP: The proposed project will provide financial assistance for the continuing planning, program design and initial implementation of the York Academy Regional Charter School, helping to increase the number of high-quality charter schools available to students. The school, designed upon a principle of promotion of diversity within the student population by drawing students from across multiple school districts, and delivering to all students an educational program designed to the internationally-recognized, rigorous International Baccalaureate, will contribute to knowledge of the effects of charter schools and their effects on students and their academic achievement while improving student academic achievement.
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