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Abstract
Project Title: THRIVE Baton Rouge
Founded in 2011, THRIVE is Louisiana’s first charter boarding school serving high-poverty and educationally disadvantaged students. The mission of THRIVE is to empower students from high-poverty communities and prepare them academically and personally for success in college and beyond. The   primary goal for the proposed project is for 90% of students to pass the end of year state tests; thereby meeting the Charter School Programs absolute priority to improve achievement and high school graduation rates in high-poverty schools. The long-term goal of the school is for 95% of THRIVE students to enter college. During the project period, the school will serve 100- 150 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.
THRIVE will prove to be a national model of a high quality charter school and demonstrate what is possible for high-poverty and educationally disadvantaged students when they are provided a stable and nurturing environment. For the first time, a school will demonstrate student’s potential when negative environmental factors have been negated and positive ones have been introduced. These results will provide insights into behavior and learning for countless schools across the country who serve high-poverty and educationally disadvantaged students. By integrating the best educational methods with a 24-hour supportive environment, the THRIVE model can have a dramatic effect on educational policy and practice and increase the national understanding of the charter school program.
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