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Abstract

Project Title: Path Academy: Re-Engaging Over-Age, Under-Credit Students
Our Piece of the Pie®, Inc. (OPP®) is a nonprofit, youth development agency dedicated to helping at-risk youth become successful adults. Implementing its signature Pathways to Success model in community-based centers, high schools, and community colleges across Connecticut, OPP uses youth development, education, and workforce development practices to re-engage youth. OPP is the developer of a recently approved state charter school, Path Academy, which will target over-age, under-credited student in the Windham region of Connecticut, opening in fall 2014. Windham is a Priority 1 district with 75.5% of students eligible for free/reduced price lunch.
Over-age, under-credited (OU) students have disengaged from school, fallen behind in credit attainment, and often dropped out of high school altogether. Path Academy will re-engage these students in a 19-district catchment area in the Windham region. The school will achieve this through a rigorous and innovative academic curriculum integrated with proven youth and workforce development programs and techniques. A forgotten population, OU students need specific supports to get back on track to a timely high school graduation, which they cannot often find in the traditional school setting. Path Academy will not only support OU students in the Windham region, but will seek to serve as a local, regional, and even national model for charter schools targeting struggling students.
As Path Academy’s developer, OPP submits this application to the U.S. Department of Education for planning, Program Design, and Initial Implementation funding. Charter School Program (CSP) funding would cover a three year period – one year of final planning and program design, and two years of initial implementation as the school builds up to full capacity. The overall objective of the proposed project is to support the successful start-up of Path Academy. Specific objectives to be achieved by OPP include: finalizing the academic program, developing facilities, building up the school’s operational functions, promoting community engagement, and building performance management interfaces. The achievement of these objectives will be led by OPP’s Chief Academic Officer, along with an extensive leadership team representing capacities from human resources to organizational performance. The successful achievement of these objectives will ensure that the project meets the purpose of the CSP, by implementing a high quality charter school that will function as a national model for serving OU students and high school dropouts. In particular, Path Academy will improve achievement, high school graduation rates, and college enrollment rates for OU students in the high poverty region of Windham, CT. As the host district with preference for 75% of the seats (Windham) also has the highest incidence of English Language Learners in the state, Path Academy’s model has also been structured to specifically support students with language acquisition needs, while promoting diversity within the school.
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