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Abstract
Intrinsic Schools will open in fall 2013 with 186 9th grade students and grow to serve 911 students in grades 7-12 at capacity. The mission of Intrinsic Schools is to prepare all students for 21st century post-secondary success and to cultivate independent, intellectually curious learners. To achieve this, we will create a new model that leverages technology to personalize learning and is informed by the experience of great teachers.

At Intrinsic Schools, students will have opportunities to navigate their own learning and find their passions through purposefully designed curricular experiences, which we believe are critical for post-secondary success. Our school model includes three innovative features: personalized learning, student autonomy, and technology-enabled instruction. The Intrinsic culture will be characterized by a focus on mastery, autonomy, and community. 

We will closely measure both academic growth and attainment. We have created measures that track “catch up” growth so we can know if students are on the path toward preparation for rigorous colleges. In addition to excellent performance on standardized tests, we expect all students to demonstrate empathy, perseverance, independence and curiosity.

Intrinsic Schools is committed to collaborating with both district and charter schools. We will share all tools, curriculum and processes developed as part of our model with others at no cost. Our intent is both to provide an example of success and support colleagues to catalyze change beyond our own school.

