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Abstract
Good Will-Hinckley’s Maine Academy of Natural Sciences (MeANS), Maine’s first charter school, seeks $572,222 over three years in DOE CSP grant funds. MeANS serves students from throughout the state. It is an innovative educational institution that incorporates a variety of best practice models to accelerate learning, and improve high school graduation and college enrollment rates for at-risk students. It was

approved as a charter school on July 1, 2012 and began operations on October 1, 2012. It operates on a year-round schedule and will complete its first year of operations in August, 2013.

MeANS is under the leadership of Dr. Glenn Cummings, former Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Office of Vocational & Adult Education at the U.S. Department of Education and a recognized expert in integrating early college programs and sustainability in education. MeANS is being watched in Maine and nationally as an innovative model for addressing academic achievement, high school graduation, and college enrollment in the context of rural poverty. It addresses Secretary Duncan’s identified focus on the importance of addressing educational outcomes in rural America. The school will use the funds to incorporate the Expeditionary Learning model into its curricula, purchase expanded assessment testing, software, digital equipment, and expand outreach to increase diversity. Finally, funds will be used to build and equip a special greenhouse to augment the existing science and math curricula with Aquaponics and aquaculture.

