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Abstract
Cornville Regional Charter School, a high poverty, rural school & one of the first charter schools in Maine, is chartered by the Maine Charter School Commission. Cornville, an early pioneer community, is a small town in central Maine, made up of approximately 1,300 residents, who span the socio-economic scale. Cornville Elementary School, the only elementary school in Cornville, was a much loved, social & cultural focal point of the community, when the Skowhegan School District voted to close it, for economic reasons, in early 2010. With no charter school laws in the State of Maine, this devastated community, held fund raisers & set out for Augusta, Maine to help create charter school legislation for Maine & a dream charter school for Cornville. The initial goal of simply keeping the school open grew into a mission to create a high quality charter school that would provide an opportunity to learn through the values of stewardship, deeply rooted in the uniqueness, that this agricultural community offered. Our overall vision is that our curriculum will engage students by connecting them to their community’s natural & cultural surroundings & that learning will occur beyond the classroom walls & promote diversity. CRCS is located in Skowhegan School District (SAD/MSAD 54), clearly a district in need. Special education is almost 20%. Over 60% are Free/Reduced lunch eligible. The district has not met AYP for over three years. The cohort graduation rate is only 77.8%. The minority population is small, at only 4% with the largest minority group being Native Americans. With strong community support, the mission of CRCS is to personalize learning, using the principles of Place-Based Education, multiple intelligences & the National Education Technology Standards to teach grades K-8, to become stewards of the natural world & empowered global citizens; to think critically; communicate effectively & excel academically. 

The goals of this Planning/Implementation grant project are as follows:

►Develop a high quality, standards based, K-8 charter school, with an emphasis on place-based education, infused with the principles of personalized learning, proficiency/competency based instruction, multiple intelligences, project based learning, the values of stewardship of the natural world, including an emphasis on agriculture, mentoring & service learning, thematic instruction and the National Education Technology Standards, that will promote high academic achievement and varied curricular options.

►Develop community partnerships/mentorships, including active parent participation that will enhance the academic program, create life-long learners, reduce drop out, increase drop-out retrieval, and ultimately increase college attendance of our students. 

►Develop a school environment that promotes diversity and respect for self and others. 

Cornville Regional Charter School has a 5 year contract, signed July 31, 2012 with the Maine Charter School Commission. CRCS opened on a shoe string budget, October 2012, grades K-6 & will add one grade each year, through Grade 8, for a population of 120 students. Without grant funds, Cornville Regional Charter School cannot achieve its full mission and vision. 
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