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Abstract
Chief Tahgee Elementary Academy (CTEA) is submitting this proposal for CSP Grant Funding Opportunity (CFDA 84.282B) for the planning, program design, and initial implementation of a K-6 public elementary heritage language immersion charter school. CTEA is the only Native language immersion public charter school in the northwest and the only public charter school in Idaho that has been developed in partnership with a tribal government. CTEA evolved in response to community concerns about low academic achievement, middle and high school dropout rates, and the loss of language and culture. In response to these community concerns, CTEA has three primary goals: academic excellence, bilingualism, and cultural enrichment. The objective is to create an educational environment where students will have the opportunity to pursue the “Power of Two, or the ability to speak, read, and write proficiently in two languages. Students who have the “Power of Two” are better prepared to meet the

challenges of a global society and possess enhanced intellectual skills, increased levels of creativity, greater success in cross-cultural communication, greater academic achievement, and more career opportunities. A one-way immersion model will be implemented for students who already speak English. Students will be immersed in the Shoshoni language for most of the day in Kindergarten. Each year thereafter, the Amount of English instruction will be increased until there is a 50/50 balance between the two languages by the 5th grade. At CTEA each child’s language and culture will be regarded as an indispensable resource, the very heart and soul of the school.

