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The vision for Joseph Charter School (JCS) originated in Fall 2009, when parents of
seniors approached school staff, expressing concern that of the original 21 students
entering high school in 2005, only 12 were going to graduate Once the dialog began, it
was clear that their rural high poverty district needed more educational options, thus
emerged the goal of becoming a charter conversion school to provide more choices
within their small educational community. Joseph School District consists of 1 K-12
school & a remote elementary school of only 10 students. This rural population is
clearly high-risk. Special education (18%) is significantly higher than the state average.
56% are economically disadvantaged. Over 24 % of all students (2009-2010 Report
Card) did not meet state standards in Language Arts & 50% did not meet standards in
Writing. Per the same Report Card 47 % of 3" graders, 43% of 6™ graders and 53 % of
10 graders did not meet state standards in Math. The cohort graduation rate is 75%
but, anecdotally we know that only 57% of the class of 2010 graduated. Infused with
the National Standards for Technology & Arts Education & Best Practices for Technical
Career Development, the mission of JCS is to offer a high quality, standards based
program, supported by the principles of multiple intelligence, personalized educational
plans, place based learning, community partnerships & mentoring to students in grades
K-12. JCS will also implement School-Wide Positive Behavioral Interventions &
Supports, a research based, best practices system for improving academic & behavior
outcomes for all students.

The goals of this Planning/Implementation grant project are as follows:

»Develop a high quality charter school with an emphasis on the Arts, Vocational
Education & Technology for grades K-12, that will promote high academic achievement
& varied curricular options.

» Develop community/student partnerships/mentorships, including active parent
participation that will enhance the academic program, prevent dropout, improve dropout
retrieval and improve college attendance.

» Develop a school environment that promotes diversity and respect for self and others.
Joseph Charter School has a signed charter contract with Joseph School District

(10/12/10) and a functioning Charter Council but without grant funds cannot achieve its
full vision and mission. JCS plans to open September 2012 with 210 K-12 students.
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