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TAPA – the Trinity Academy for the Performing Arts – was granted preliminary approval by the RI Board of Regents to open in September 2010 as a district-wide, independent charter school serving grades 7-12. The first year of the DOE grant will be used for planning and design; the second and third years for implementation. TAPA is being planned by a diverse group of 15 educators, artists, parents and community activists to open the City's first performing arts-based public school. It will be located on a 1.75 acre site in a low-income urban setting with excellent public transportation. 

TAPA's goals are: 1) to create and maintain an inclusive, culturally diverse environment that is welcoming, honoring, and respectful; 2) to have clear expectations, directions and procedures; 3) to create a learning environment that builds the capacity of students, staff, and community in a continuous and dedicated way; 4) to reflect the diverse cultures of the City and provide arts programs that foster cultural understanding and cooperation; 5) to provide a healthy, caring environment that develops leadership, self-confidence and personal responsibility. 

TAPA will open with a class of thirty-four (34) 7th graders. By 2014 the Academy intends to enable 100% of its students to achieve the state proficiency standards in reading, writing and mathematics. Specifically, students will acquire basic leadership skills and be prepared to meet the State's evolving high school graduation standards through proficiency in the arts. TAPA will be a state and national model for the successful integration of teaching core academics through early mastery of the arts – music, dance, drama, fine arts and design. 

This application meets all of the criteria of the CSP application, most notably with regard to serving a disproportionately low-income and educationally disadvantaged student population. Unprecedented support within the community to be served has been a constant of the planning process.
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