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Shearwater High School is a Missouri-approved, sponsored public charter school poised to open in August 2010. The school will provide a high-quality education option to St. Louis youth, ages 17-21, who have dropped out or whose level of disconnection from high school makes an on time graduation improbable. The school will provide students with an accelerated high school education that combines paid internships with instruction on a college campus. Students will receive needed social and economic support services from local nonprofits to ensure continuous engagement and success in both school and life. 

Shearwater High School’s inaugural class will have 75 students who will be grouped by interest and ability into classes of up to 15. The school will continue enrollment and graduation of students in a manner that will cap Shearwater’s enrollment at 180 students.

The goal of Shearwater High School is to graduate all students with a high school degree, prepared for adult living. Readiness for adulthood is demonstrated by being college-able, workforce-ready, and capable of completing daily tasks.

At Shearwater High School students will participate in year-round schooling with school days that run from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, to simulate regular employment. Shearwater has set ambitious and achievable performance objectives. Objectives in educational performance include student achievement of at least 1.2 years of academic growth each year, accrual of five or more high school credits each year, and transitioning into a postsecondary institution or full-time employment after graduation. Objectives in organizational viability include retention and support of a mission-driven staff, strong financial management and fundraising success.

Shearwater requests $872,541.50 over a period of 36 months for planning, design and initial implementation of its school model. Requested funds will be used to acquire necessary classroom materials and equipment, pay for contractual services that will be used to refine curriculum, student support services, and the methods for measuring student and school progress toward achieving aforementioned objectives. Grant funds will also cover Shearwater’s initial professional development costs, the start-up salary of the school Principal, student transportation, and a basic program evaluation.

In the City of St. Louis approximately one-half of youth from the St. Louis Public Schools fail to graduate. Shearwater High School is a needed school option. It also serves as a demonstration project for how youth who have disconnected can reengage in school, experience strong academic success, and graduate prepared for self-sufficiency in adulthood.  

Receipt of grant funds will ensure a strong foundation for Shearwater High School’s success.
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