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Patrick Henry School of Science and Arts (PHSSA) has been awarded a charter to establish and maintain an educational option for the children of Richmond, Virginia, by creating a K-5 charter school based on meaningful parent, educator, and community involvement. PHSSA is one of only four charter schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia and the first elementary charter school. The school will provide the children of Richmond’s ethnically and socio-economically diverse community with an SOL-based academically rigorous science and arts curriculum that emphasizes environmental awareness and social responsibility. Successful operation of PHSSA and accomplishment of its goals meets the purpose of the CSP because it will increase the number of charter schools in operation in Virginia, provide for extension of effective innovative teaching strategies to other public schools, and guide other potential charter schools in the Commonwealth. 

The integrative curriculum at PHSSA is unique for the City of Richmond because it primarily utilizes active learning techniques that address multiple subjects concurrently. Other aspects of the school, unique among Richmond elementary schools and proven to enhance student learning, include the following:
· Progressive quarterly calendar – Year round school calendar with the same number of school days as a traditional school year

· Environmental on-site learning – City and state directors of adjacent parks have agreed to collaborate on student observation and experimentation in the parks

· School dress code – Basic and affordable for all students

· Required Family/Guardian Involvement – Six hours per quarter

The synergistic combination of these operational and curricular components, rather than any one method alone, will contribute to making PHSSA a successful charter school. PHSSA anticipates that through the application of its curriculum and by means of standardized and authentic assessment, a high percentage of its students will achieve above the proficient level on the Virginia mandated examinations (particularly reading and mathematics).

The specific goals of PHSSA include the following measurable objectives:
· In 2012-2013, enrollment at PHSSA will mirror the diversity of the City, presenting demographics as follows within a standard deviation of 10%: African American = 57.19, White = 38.30%, Hispanic = 2.57%, Asian = 1.25%, others = 0.69%.

· By the conclusion of the 2012-2013 academic year, 80% of third and fifth graders will read at or above grade level.

· Enroll 350 students by year three, with an average daily attendance of > 90%.

· 80% of eligible students will pass 2010-11, 2011-12, and 2012-13 Virginia Standards of Learning objectives for English, Science, Mathematics, History, and Social Science.
PHSSA will promote achievement of these goals by providing intensive teacher and staff development and through frequent and introspective analysis of assessment results and parent surveys. The School will be supported by RPS (the LEA) especially with respect to providing exceptional education. Through its unique committee structure and rigorous marketing underway since October 2008, PHSSA expects that it will be the most racially and socio-economically diverse school in Richmond. PHSSA is a school for all learners, including those designated as educationally disadvantaged, and is designed to appreciate diversity and bring families of all backgrounds together through an innovative curriculum and school infrastructure. 
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