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Henderson Collegiate is a newly approved charter school to be located in North Carolina in the town of Henderson, in the heart of Vance County, which is the state's leader in the percentage of students receiving free and reduced lunch (86.25%).  Less than 50% of the county's students graduate from high school, usually dropping out in ninth grade.  Because of the county's failing public school system and a lack of available alternatives for economically disadvantaged students, a number of families from Henderson have been transporting their children 50 miles away to a KIPP charter school in another county, every day, for many years.  This act of desperation indicated the need for a better way to educate the economically disadvantaged children of Vance County.  The State Board of Education approved Henderson Collegiate's charter application to begin its planning year in July 2009, with the goal of providing a college-preparatory education program in grades 4-8, including multiple interventions for at-risk students.  However, North Carolina public education agencies do not provide start-up or planning funds for charter schools.  Therefore, the Henderson Collegiate CSP grant project will use the federal grant funds for the purposes and objectives of:  planning, designing, and implementing the college-prep curriculum and the multiple interventions; professional development of faculty and staff to use best practices; refinement of appropriate assessment methods; informing the community about the school; and start-up acquisitions of necessary equipment, educational materials, and supplies.  The school will open with fourth grade in 2010-2011, and add a higher grade level each year.  The interventions for at-risk students will include a summer session before classes begin, accelerated reading and math programs to bring students up to grade level, extended school hours with tutorials, encouraging parent involvement, and instructional strategies for LEP students.  The expected outcomes of the project for each cohort of students includes:  increasing the percentage who meet or exceed state academic standards with goal of 95% for eighth graders; improve their ranking on a national test by 5% per year; completing Algebra 1 and Spanish 1; matriculating to selective high schools with the study skills, learning strategies, and academic knowledge to succeed; and graduating from high school, beginning with the Pride of 2019.  Henderson Collegiate expects to make an important contribution in assisting economically disadvantaged students to achieve to state standards and higher, and to be a model that can be replicated in other schools in the county and state.
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