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There is a transformation taking place in the US and elsewhere.  The exponential growth of the world’s population, the rapidly changing technology used to support this growth, and the consequent increased pressure on our natural resources have generated a new interest and emphasis on science and science education. The Greene School is a charter high school that will utilize scientific inquiry in environmental science as a primary approach to teaching all subjects in an integrated way. Enrolling students from diverse settings and engaging them in an environmental science focused curriculum will have a catalytic effect across the state: nurturing young champions who return to their communities and lead by example or lead actively as advocates of a high-science approach to environmental issues and to larger societal and cultural issues.
Opening in September of 2010, The Greene School will start with 84 students in grades 9 and 10, and then expand to serve 210 students in grades 9-12 from communities all over the State of Rhode Island.  The Audubon Society of Rhode Island (ASRI) is sponsoring The Greene School, which will ultimately be located on the rural 2,300 acre W. Alton Jones Campus of The University of Rhode Island in West Greenwich, Rhode Island. Partnership with these organizations offers tremendous opportunities for meaningful student involvement in primary research and public education. This area of the state currently has no charter school.
This grant will support The Greene School’s progress toward increasing student proficiency in Math, Reading, Writing, and Science.  It will also aid us in attracting, enrolling and mentoring children from diverse communities as well as help our students achieve their goal of participating  in advanced or experiential classes. The funding will be used to develop the practices and obtain materials that will be part of the infrastructure of these programs. A significant portion of the funds will be dedicated to extensive staff development. Highly qualified teachers with a deep understanding of the applied nature of their disciplines are able to challenge and support young people as they work toward mastery of new, relevant skills and proficiency in all content areas. The investment in continued teacher training will benefit all students in our school as well as the students that we reach at our urban partner schools through various collaborative projects. 

Adolescents must become innovative leaders and environmental stewards to ensure a sustainable existence for all. As global pressures increase on local and world environments, they will have the unique test of becoming the critical thinkers and problem solvers of the world. An extensive understanding of environmental science and political processes is essential for our youth to become leaders who are competent in analyzing complex situations and making difficult and just decisions. The Greene School will provide a model where students will gain a sense of place as they pursue rigorous studies in a collaborative environment that facilitates application of skills and knowledge across traditional curricular boundaries. Students at The Greene School will be ready for the jobs of the future which will help to create a just society which meets its own needs without compromising the needs of future generations. 
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