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Abstract

Perspectives Charter Schools was founded by two Chicago public school teachers in 1997 and was one of the first five charters in the state of Illinois. Today, we are a network of five public charter schools in Chicago, serving over 2,300 students from under-resourced communities, in grades 6-12, with a staff of over 300 across the network.

We are applying for the evaluation, refinement and dissemination of our innovative A Disciplined Life© curriculum (ADL), a social and emotional learning module that has helped Perspectives Charter Schools improve achievement and high school graduation rates for our students while also providing them with the skills and habits that will make them successful throughout their lives. The goals of our proposed dissemination project are 1) to extensively evaluate the impact of the A Disciplined Life© curriculum on student achievement 2) to improve and refine the curriculum based on the evaluation and 3) to disseminate the curriculum in a form that can easily be adapted by other schools.

This project will improve the quality of the curriculum used in our schools, and will allow other schools, particularly in Chicago but also throughout the country, to easily and affordably implement a high-quality, proven social-emotional learning curriculum.
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