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Abstract 

PROJECT GOAL, OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

Project Goal: To improve student achievement and high school graduation rates by improving productivity, data-driven decision making and organizational viability among Hawaiian-focused charter schools throughout the state of Hawai‘i, the following objectives will be employed: 

Objective 1: To mentor three Hawaiian-focused charter school partners by supporting their joint accreditation process; transition to Common Core Standards and; and implementation of a comprehensive financial system and web-based student information system by September 30, 2013. 

Objective 2: To develop partnerships with eight additional Hawaiian-focused charter schools throughout the state of Hawai‘i in order to disseminate information about the joint accreditation process; transition to Common Core Standards and; the feasibility and benefits of a comprehensive financial and web-based student information system by September 30, 2013. 

The expected outcomes of our dissemination efforts will be: 

· Three Hawaiian-focused charter schools will apply for joint WASC-HAIS accreditation; 

· Three Hawaiian-focused charter schools will complete Phase 1 (Strategic Review and Planning) in the transition to the Common Core Standards. 

· Three Hawaiian-focused charter schools will adopt a web-based student information system called PowerSchool; 

· Three Hawaiian-focused charter schools will adopt a comprehensive financial system; 

· Eight additional Hawaiian-focused charter schools will increase their knowledge and awareness of the joint accreditation process; transition to Common Core Standards and; the feasibility and benefits of a financial and student information system. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO RESEARCH, POLICY AND PRACTICE 
The proposed project will strengthen existing research about the connection between increased productivity and organizational viability and student achievement. In challenging economic times, it is likely that the proposed activities will generate significant interest in the effects of localized school data and improved decision-making. 

ALIGNMENT WITH CHARTER SCHOOL PROGRAM PURPOSE 
Dissemination efforts are very likely to expand the number of high quality charter schools by building on the strengths of existing schools in need of support. A strong evaluation will also provide key information about the effectiveness of our proposed dissemination strategy and the effects of specific components such as joint accreditation and Common Core Standards on student achievement.
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