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Abstract
Project Title: Climate Change: Using Social Justice to Create an Inclusive Environment and Culture of Achievement
Name of Organization: The Arts and College Preparatory Academy
Address of Organization: 4401 Hilton Corporate Drive, Columbus, OH 43232
Contact Information: Anthony Gatto, (614) 986-9974 gatto@artcollegeprep.org 
Description: The Arts and College Preparatory Academy, a high quality public charter school rated Excellent by the Ohio Department of Education and having no compliance issues, seeks grant funds to disseminate the exemplary best practices used to increase student achievement, graduation and college enrollment. The Climate Change Project will catalog, document, organize, systematize and make widely available the innovative practices that have led to ACPA being among the highest achieving charter high schools in the state of Ohio.
Goals: 1) document what ACPA does, 2) form partnerships, 3) create professional development, 4) disseminate best practices, strategies and curriculum 5) create a significant norm shift within school cultures 6) collect empirical evidence of impact on student achievement, high school completion and college enrollment 

Expected Outcomes: 1) curriculum materials and resource guide on website, 2) professional development trainings, 3) helpline, and 4) completion of a research study Contributions for Research, Policy, and Practice: (1) qualitative and quantitative instruments that collect data on school climate, (2) insight into the relationship of school climate on academic and operational outcomes (improvements in student attendance, sense of belonging, achievement, and educational attainment), (3) insight into the use of the arts (Theater, Creative Writing, Dance, Fine Arts, etc.) to improve school climate.
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