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In 1995, the 74th Texas Legislature passed the first charter school laws. At their inception charter schools were designed to promote innovation through greater autonomy. Today the commissioner of education and staff in the Division of Charter School Administration maintain a statewide commitment to foster high-quality charter schools and campuses that are built on a foundation of innovative thought and successful practice.

The state of Texas is dedicated to ensuring student academic gains in performance and sustainable growth over time leading to post-secondary readiness for our children whether it be college or career. We aim to improve student learning, to increase the choice of learning opportunities, to create professional opportunities that will attract new teachers, to establish a new form of accountability, and to encourage different and innovative learning methods. We are accomplishing these things through policies and practices that are increasing the number of high-quality charters. These endeavors ensure Texas has a portfolio that has a richness and depth to it that impacts students, reflects national standards, and is branded as pioneering and effective.
Today there are 262,103 students attending 679 charter campuses. The frontier for charters in Texas are rich and aim to cultivate viable and multigenerational institutions that continues to increase student achievement, shape and inspire a diversity of passionate scholars.
